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From Theory to Practice: 

Implementing CLIL for Non-Language Subjects



Content

• Understand the core principles of 
CLIL and its benefits for bilingual 
education.

• Explore key strategies to integrate 
language support into content 
teaching.

• Engage in a quick interactive activity 
to apply CLIL techniques in their 
subject.

Secondary CLIL @ISP Cambridge. (2018, March). Training into Europe. 
https://trainingintoeurope.com/materiali/secondary-clil-isp-cambridge

https://www.menti.com/alqmoixe5zeh


“Many non-language subject teachers 
struggle with helping students master 

content in a second language. CLIL bridges 
this gap by integrating language learning 

into subject teaching.”
（Coyle, Hood, & Marsh, 2010)



Bradford, A., & Brown, H. (2016). CBI, CLIL & EMI: Differing Approaches and Goals. JALT 42nd Annual International Conference on Language Teaching 

and Learning. https://www.academia.edu/30276991/CBI_CLIL_and_EMI_Differing_Approaches_and_Goals
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Key Challenges

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

Language
Proficiency

Comprehension
of Texts &
Materials

Critical Thinking
and Analysis

Writing and
Communication

Lack of Support
Resources

Fear of Making
Mistakes

Cultural Context



Theoretical Understanding

(Source: Coyle, 1999)

(Source: Krashen, 1981)

(Source: Vygotsky’s Social 

Theory of Development)



Key CLIL Strategies

• Scaffolding Language & Content 
Together 

• Use sentence starters, graphic 
organizers, and visual aids to support 
both content learning & academic 
language use.

• Example: Instead of asking the definition, 
provide a sentence frame to highlight the 
key content.

• Example: Instead of giving paragraph 
description, ask students to reorganise 
the steps of synapic transmission.

• Guiding Input



Sample - Biology



Key CLIL Strategies

• Making Learning Interactive & 
Multimodal

• Engage students through group activities, 
AI tools, and real-world examples.

• Example: Instead of providing textbook 
stimuli, search for information of different 
cutlural background

• Case Study Jigsaw to structure each 
group studying one modal, providing 
frames for constrast and comparison

 

• Supporting Output



Key CLIL Strategies

• Assessing Both Content & Language 
Progress 

• Generate formative assessments tailored 
to student performance.

• Example: After a lesson on urban 
challenges, students complete a self-
reflection card

• “One thing I learned about ...(topic) today 
is…(content) The discourse I should 
practice is…(language skill)”

• Differentiation



Sample - History



Mini-CLIL Challenge

Task: Write one question or discussion prompt that integrates both content 
learning and language support.

Example: Instead of “What causes deforestation?”, use “Deforestation occurs 
when ____. One example is ____.”

Please post it on Menti.



Key Takeaway

• 3 CLIL Moves

• Support content AND language with 
scaffolds (e.g., sentence frames, visuals).

• Engage students with interactive, real-
world tasks.

• Assess both content & language 
development.

• Was there a question where you 
answered ‘No’ or ‘Sometimes’? What’s 
one small thing you could try to support 
students more? 



Yaxin 

Every teacher is a language teacher. 
CLIL makes content accessible while 

improving students’ language 
confidence!
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Any questions?
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Get in touch!

+86 18320183625

sunyaxin@brightscholar.com
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