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DSAS CN History G10 Name Class: Grade

The Ming and Qing Dynasties(Before the Opium War of 1840)

The period from the 14th to the 19th centuries encompassed the Ming and Qing dynastics, a period of
decline of Chinese fudal society. The Ming Dynasty lasted aver 280 years fom its establishment by Zhu
Yuanzharg inNanjing in 1368 1o Emperor Chongzhen's suicide in 1644. The carly half of the Qing Dynasty
lasted over 190 years from Emperor Shunzhi's entry into Beijing in 1644 to the outbreak of the Opium War in
1840.In the Ming Dyrusty, there was a closer infegration of the many ethnic groups that composed China. In
the first halfof the dynasty, the economy developed rapidly. and the society was prosperous. Zheng He made
seven long-distance voyages with huge merchant flects, and promoted China' fricndly relations with forcign
countries. The reigns of emperors Kangxi. Yongzheng and Qianlong of the Qing Dynasty are regarded as a
golden age both materially and cultunlly, and there emerged great number of statesmen, thinkers, strategists,
cxplorrs and scicntists in thosc days, who compased glofious chapiers in the history of China.

Also during this period, economic and cultural contacts between the East and the West became more and
more frequent. The opening of new mavigation routes brought every comer of the globe increasingly closer.
In the Mth and the [5th centurics the germination of capitalism cmerged in some citics along the
Meditcmrancan Sca in Europe. Later, in the 17th and the 18th centurics, bourgcois revol utions took place in
Britain, America and France in succession, and the world history entered a new stage. Some advanced
countries in the West had entered the stage of ion, and capital d rapidy. In i
however, China did not synchronically devclop. Although the germination of capita lism had occ urred in China
as carly as the mid-and late Ming Dynasty, due to the restrictions impased by the feudal political and economic
structure, the development of productivity was seriously hampered the commodity economy came across
considcrable difficultics, and the feudal socicty began to fall down from its summit. With the development of
the Chinese socicty being left behind step by step, and the amival of the aggressive forces of Western
«colonialists, the feudal rulers of China changed their attitude lowards the outside world, gradually tuning from
an opening policy 102 closed door onc . The disparity between China and Western countrics rapidly grow.

Question:
Combined with the materials and know ledge learned, please analyze the social conditions of China
before the Opium War and think about the situation of China in the inic rnational pattern at that time.

DSAS CN Hstory G10 Name Class Grade

Zheng He's Voyages

In the carly Ming Dynasty, China was ane of the most advanced and developed countries in the world.
In order to transmit the national power and strengthen contacts with other countries, Emperor Chengzu, whose
name was Zhu Di, scnt Zheng He on scveral voyages to the Western Ocean (Southeast Asia west of Brunci
and the Indian Occan) on diplomatic missions.

Zheng He (1371-1435), a native of Yunman Province with Hui nationality (Moslem), had a nickname
Sanbao, 50 he was also known as Sanhao the Chicf of Emnuchs. Showing aptitude and diligence in sudy, and
having gaincd outstanding military exploits, he won decp trust of Emperor Chengzu of the Ming Dymasty, so
the latter dispatched lim on diplomatic missions 1o the West. In June 1405, Zheng He embarked on his first
voyage. His fleet consisted of more than 200 ships, manned by more than 20,000 men including sailors,
soldicrs, technical personne ], interpreters, cic. They carried large amounts of gold, precious stones, porcelain
and silk to be used for trade and as gifts. The flect sct out from Liujiagang Port in Taicang, Jiangsu Province.
It arrived at the middle and southern parts of today’s Vietnam, and via Java and Bengal, sailed westwards as
far as 10 the Red Sca. Then, it returncd by way of Ceylon and today's Calicut in India. The round trip ook two
years, and Zheng He returned 1o Nanjing in the autumn of 1407.

Zheng He's fleets were full of Chinese specialties such as silver, gold, diamonds, silk products and pottery.
He presented these as the gifis of the Ming Dynasty 10 every country or region where he arrived expressing
the desire to cstablish fricndly contacts with them. Those western countrics received Zheng He and his flects
very wamly. Some of the countries Zheng He visited dispatched envoys bearing tribute to the Ming court on
his ships. Meanwhile Zheng He also brought back diamands, spices and other specialties fom other countries.
Zheng He's achicvements made Emperor Chengau pleascd. He travelled 1o the Western Occan seven limes,
and his farthest vovage took him as far as 1o eastern coast of Africa and the coast of the Red Sea.

During this period, kings, envoys and merchant flects of many countries in the Southern Ocean and the
Westcm Ocean came 1o China in succession. Zheng He's voyages were a greal feal in the warld's navigation
history. His first voyage was 87 ycams cadicr than Columbus discovery of the Amcrican continent, 93 years
carlier than Vasco da Gama's opening of the new navigation route in the Orient, and 116 years carlier than
Fernando d arrival at the Philippines Therefore, Zheng He's voyages to the Western Ocean was
a pioncering undertaking in the world navigation history, and in present Southcast Asia there arc still many
buildings dedicated to his memery.

Question:
Aswell as exploring the ocean, why did Zheng He's voyages have less influcnce than the opening of new
shipping routes? Why didn't the Ming flect sail further west?
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