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Introduction 
This guide is for publishers and providers of teaching and learning material endorsed for 
Cambridge Pathway qualifications. Endorsed materials include textbooks, digital resources and 
other instructional resources used by educators to enhance their teaching and by students to 
support their learning. The Cambridge International Education endorsement process is a 
structured sequence designed to guide publishers and providers in developing resources and 
receiving endorsement for resources that support Cambridge qualifications. The process ensures 
that all material supporting Cambridge qualifications meet high standards of quality.  Our other 
policies and guides that govern this process include the Branding, Messaging & Editorial Style 
Guide,  and the Sharing syllabus information with providers of Cambridge endorsed resources 
Policy. 
 
Resources submitted for endorsement must fulfil one of these four criteria to be considered:  
 

1. Support a new syllabus or key element of a syllabus.  
2. Support a new version of an existing syllabus.  
3. Support a syllabus that has no endorsed material.  
4. Be a new edition of an existing endorsed text.  

In the case of a syllabus with several endorsed titles in development or already in existence, a 
resource should aim to:  
 

1. Cater for a target audience or market whose needs are not met by the existing offering 
(e.g. a student book if there is only teacher material).  

2. Offer an alternative quality (e.g. low RRP edition vs. glossy 4-colour).  
3. Be in a different medium (e.g. online support where only print is available).  
4. Provide an alternative teaching approach that the market supports.  

What does endorsement mean? 
Endorsement means a resource meets the following criteria: 
 

• It has been through a rigorous quality-assurance process to ensure it closely reflects the 
syllabus/curriculum framework and is appropriate for Cambridge International schools 
worldwide.  

• It is 'endorsed for the Cambridge Pathway’ and the type of endorsement (e.g. full coverage, 
learner, or teacher support) will be outlined in the information panel usually located on the 
back cover. 

• It has been developed by subject matter experts.  
• It is intended for schools that are taking Cambridge International qualifications. 
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Benefits of endorsement  
Endorsed resources provide several key benefits for both educators and learners. For educators, 
they offer assurance of quality and alignment with the Cambridge Pathway, facilitating more 
effective and efficient lesson planning. Teachers can confidently select endorsed resources, 
knowing they meet rigorous educational standards and support diverse teaching methods. For 
learners, endorsed materials ensure a comprehensive understanding of the subject matter, 
tailored to meet syllabus requirements and promote deeper learning beyond examination 
preparation.  
 
Resources that are approved by Cambridge will display an endorsement logo on their cover. An 
information panel on the back cover will clearly indicate which version of a syllabus the resource 
is designed to support as well as the type of endorsement (e.g. full syllabus coverage, learner, or 
teacher support). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Cambridge approach to textbooks 
 
The educational rationale behind the endorsement process is deeply rooted in our principles of  
high-quality textbook development. These principles emphasise the importance of textbooks in  
supporting curricula, sequencing learning, and aiding teachers in understanding and teaching  
topics effectively. 
 
Publishers and providers are encouraged to embed the approach in their editorial processes or 
content delivery services to improve the overall quality of their resources.  
 
Key principles of the Cambridge approach to textbooks 

• Alignment with curriculum: textbooks should be closely aligned with the curriculum to 
ensure they support the intended learning outcomes and provide a coherent learning 
experience for students. 

• Support for teachers: high-quality textbooks should offer clear guidance and support for 
teachers, helping them to deliver effective lessons and understand complex topics. 

• Equity in education: textbooks should be designed to improve equity in education by 
providing all students with access to well-researched and clearly presented materials. 
 

• Practical applications: the principles are not just theoretical but have practical applications 
that can be used by publishers and providers to design and evaluate their materials. 
 

https://www.cambridgeassessment.org.uk/Images/cambridge-approach-to-textbooks.pdf
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Digital resources 
The endorsement process for digital resources ensures that materials meet specific standards of 
quality, accuracy, and relevance across our syllabuses. It follows the same rigorous steps as the 
endorsement process for print resources, ensuring consistency and quality across different 
formats.  
 
Digital resources often require frequent updates to remain current and relevant. We acknowledge 
that managing these updates and ensuring they are implemented correctly can be time-
consuming. As part of our commitment to quality monitoring and review we request that no 
updates to content are made (beyond minor error correction) to endorsed content without 
discussion with us.  
 
Where material for endorsement is dynamic or requires multiple iterations whilst going through the 
review process, providers should ensure that they are using the appropriate approved messaging 
to avoid misleading customers. 
 
Ensuring that digital resources are accessible to all users, including those with disabilities, is 
essential. This requires adherence to accessibility standards and guidelines. Providers are 
responsible for adherence to the legal requirements of the regions where they are operating. 
Cambridge International Education will not be responsible for any failure to comply with local or 
regional regulations. 
 

Equity, Diversity, Inclusion and Belonging 
(EDIB) 

Cambridge's approach to EDIB emphasises creating educational materials that are inclusive and 
reflective of diverse cultural contexts. Resources submitted for endorsement should aim to 
represent the different human groups within our markets. Each region or country will have its own 
unique requirements, and it is therefore essential to comply with the relevant laws and policies 
for those specific country needs.  
 
Publishers and providers are responsible for ensuring that their materials align with our principles 
as well as the legal requirements for the regions they are operating in. We advise any organisation 
that wishes to enter the endorsement process to take a proactive approach in assessing their 
own materials as part of their editorial and content development processes. We encourage a 
proactive approach when addressing potentially harmful or inappropriate content.  
 
If a publisher or provider is based in the UK and seeks to sell their content or textbooks in 
international regions, they should check that the content is lawful for that market before submitting 
it for endorsement. Cambridge will not be liable for any failure to comply with regional obligations 
in which providers are operating. 
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During the application process, we will advise publishers or providers if there are any references 
to potentially harmful content that contravenes our guidelines which may affect the outcome of 
the application. 
 
Key Cambridge EDIB principles  

• Cultural relevance: resources submitted for endorsement should respect and reflect the 
diverse cultures of the learners and teachers who will use them.   

• Inclusivity: resources should be accessible for students, regardless of their background, 
learning needs, or socioeconomic status and should adhere to any legal requirements.   

• Non-bias: teaching and learning material should be free from any form of discrimination.  
• Accessibility: ensuring that resources are accessible to all users, including those with 

disabilities, is essential. This requires adherence to accessibility standards and 
guidelines. Publishers and providers are responsible for adherence to the legal 
requirements of the regions they are operating. Cambridge will not be responsible for any 
failure to comply with local or regional regulations. 

Assessment content in endorsed resources 
We do not endorse or approve assessment-focused resources such as revision guides. The 
review process will cover the assessment guidance in resources submitted for endorsement by 
focusing on ensuring fairness and preventing predictability in examinations. We differentiate 
between three different types of assessment: formative questions and exercises, past paper 
questions, and practice questions. 
 
For some syllabuses we may require publishers or providers to limit the number of ‘exam-style’ 
practice questions that can be included in endorsed resources. Failing to do so could lead to a 
narrowing of what can be set in live assessments. This guidance applies to both print and digital 
material.  
 
Publishers and providers should always check their resources against the final published version 
of the syllabus and Sample Assessment Materials (SAMs) and ensure all changes are approved 
before endorsement is granted.  
 
Formative questions and exercises 
We use the term ‘formative questions’ and exercises to mean all questions, activities and 
exercises that appear throughout a resource, usually within the text, that are not presented as 
practice questions and that usually do not follow the style of questions seen in examinations. The 
following should be considered before submitting material for endorsement: 

• We encourage the inclusion of questions and exercises in resources that support active, 
engaged learning, and facilitate retention of knowledge and test understanding.   

• The presentation of these questions/exercises must be clearly distinct from ‘exam-style’ 
practice questions. For example, they should be spread throughout the resource, will 
typically be informal in style, and be free from any title or labelling that implies they are for 
examination practice.   
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• ‘Formative’ questions should serve the purpose of checking or consolidating knowledge 
and understanding, or provoking thought and reflection, rather than mirroring the 
assessment model(s).  For example, a formative question might offer an opportunity to 
reflect or to apply the learning in a new context.   

• Command words used in the SAMs may be replicated in formative exercises.  
• Formative exercises should not include any marks. Answers and constructive 

formative feedback may be provided (provided it does not mimic an official mark scheme).  
There is no limit on the number of formative questions that can be included within an 
endorsed resource.   

• Authors, providers and publishers should consult the relevant briefing documents as well 
as the Sample Assessment Materials (SAMs) for the relevant syllabus and make sure that 
the question type(s) used for a particular topic area is demonstrably different.  
 
 

Past paper questions 
• Using past paper questions in resources is acceptable. Publishers should ensure past 

paper questions are selected for relevance to the updated syllabus. 
• Permission to use questions from past papers must be obtained prior to publication – see 

Copyright application form for details. 
• Cambridge International Education past paper questions may not be modified. 
• Publishers must include the relevant copyright source for each past paper question. 
• If answers to past paper questions are provided, these may only be written by the author, 

not taken from Cambridge International Education examiner reports or mark schemes. A 
disclaimer to this effect must be included. 

• Publishers are reminded that past paper multiple-choice questions (MCQ) are not 
permitted in endorsed resources. 

• Publishers are reminded that permission for the use of past paper questions must be re-
cleared for new editions. 
 

‘Exam-style’ practice questions  
• We continue to accept author-written ‘exam-style’ practice questions in endorsed 

resources. These should be clearly labelled as ‘practice questions’, and not ‘exam-style 
questions’, or any similar term. The term ‘exam-style’ must also not feature in any 
marketing material.  

• It should be made clear that ‘exam-style’ practice questions have been written by the 
author. 

• Practice questions should not be presented in the format of Cambridge International 
Education examination papers so that it is very clear these do not originate from 
Cambridge International Education. 

• Practice questions should follow the approach taken in the Sample Assessment 
Materials (SAMs) as closely as possible.  For example, practice questions should 
have an appropriate number of marks, and question stems should begin with a 
relevant command word. You should always refer to the relevant command words from 
the published syllabus.  
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• Publishers should make sure that all questions within their resources cover the range of 
topics and skills presented in the syllabus. Publishers should avoid overly focussing on 
particular topics or skills (unless the resource is tailored to a specific skill, e.g. practical 
skills).  

• Publishers should also avoid overusing question types in resources. We do expect 
publishers to include the relevant task types that are appropriate for the syllabuses in 
their resources, e.g., if MCQs are a part of the assessment, then we would expect to see 
‘exam-style’ practice MCQs in resources, provided that the task type is not overused or is 
not the sole focus of any assessment guidance.  

• We may also set limits to the numbers of particular question types within resources, e.g. 
we currently limit the number of essay-type questions and full sample essay answers in 
resources. Any such limits will be communicated to you with the feedback at application 
stage. 

• Where requested, you must submit a full list of the practice questions included in your 
resource to us as a separate document when submitting a resource for endorsement. 
This will be communicated to the publisher at application stage where planned authors 
have already been detailed in the application, or when authors are later confirmed by the 
publisher. Note: this will be required if we think a particular syllabus will be difficult to set 
questions for in the exam and where including a large number of ‘exam-style’ practice 
questions would limit our ability to set questions in the future. It will also be requested if 
any of the authors are involved with live assessments. 

• For subjects which include set texts (e.g. Literature in English), there are a limited 
number of passages that may be selected for examination. We therefore do not permit 
publishers to include set texts in endorsed textbooks. 

• Tips that focus on skills development are acceptable; however, they should be general 
tips and not called ‘Examiners’ Tips’, ‘Exam Tips’, ‘Assessors’ Tips’, or anything similar. 
They should not contain explicit or implicit examination advice, or be phrased in a way 
that implies what might be tested in examination.  

• Changes should not be made to resources post-publication, including to practice 
questions. Additional practice questions should not be added (e.g., in reprints, or in 
updated digital editions) without discussion with the Publisher Relations team and 
submission of the updated questions to the endorsement process. 

 
 
Sample answers 

• We accept author-created ‘sample answers’ to all questions in endorsed resources. 
However, these should be clearly labelled as ‘sample answers’ or ‘example answers.’ 

• Sample/example answers should not be presented in the format of Cambridge 
International Education mark schemes. 

• It should be made clear that sample/example answers have been written by the author. 
• Where publishers are producing sample/example answers and any commentary, there 

should be no implication that these have been through any formal marking or grading 
process.  

• For all sample answers, whether to our questions or publishers’ own questions, it must 
also be clear that the answers are examples and not written by real candidates. No content 
within a resource should be presented as the work of a student, even a fictional one. 
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FAQs 
 
Who can submit resources for endorsement? 
Any publisher or provider can submit their resources for review. This inclusive approach 
encourages a diverse range of materials to support our customers. By welcoming submissions 
from a range of providers, we aim to foster innovation and ensure that educators have access to 
the best possible resources to enhance their teaching and their students' learning experiences. 
This policy also ensures that materials are continually evolving and improving in response to the 
needs of both teachers and learners. Examples of eligible organisations from which we will accept 
resources for review are: 
 

• Publishers (print and digital) 
• EdTech companies 
• Not-for-profit organisations 
• Universities 

If you are unsure of your eligibility, please email us at publisher.relations@cambridge.org  
 
How do I apply for endorsement? 
We accept applications on a rolling basis in line with our qualification development schedules. 
When we launch  new syllabuses, curriculum frameworks or update existing qualifications, we will 
work with publishers and providers who have signed a Non-Disclosure Agreement and have 
registered a commitment to collaborate with us and develop resources through our endorsement 
process. We also accept ad hoc applications throughout the year. 
 
What criteria will applications be reviewed against? 
Resources submitted for endorsement will be reviewed against the following criteria: 
 

1. Support for syllabus: a resource must support a new syllabus or a key element of a 
syllabus, a new version of an existing syllabus, a syllabus that has no endorsed material, 
or be a new edition of an existing endorsed text. 

2. Target audience: if there are already several endorsed titles for a syllabus, the resource 
should cater to a target audience or market whose needs are not met by the existing 
offering. Where there is an over-supply of providers or publishers, a resource should 
demonstrate an alternative approach, be in a different medium, or provide an alternative 
teaching approach that the market supports. 

3. Alignment with curriculum: the resource must closely align with the curriculum to ensure 
it supports the intended learning outcomes and provides a coherent learning experience 
for students. 

4. Assessment: a resource submitted for endorsement should fully or appropriately cover 
the syllabus it is aimed at. It should cover the breadth, depth and level of the syllabus it is 

mailto:publisher.relations@cambridge.org
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aligned with.  There should not be an inappropriate focus on assessment, the resource 
should offer a balance of teaching and learning that goes beyond assessment. 

5. Support for teachers: a resource should offer clear guidance and support for teachers, 
helping them to deliver effective lessons and understand complex topics. 

6. Innovation: new resources should show evidence of innovation in delivery or approach. 

7. Cambridge approach to textbook development: the resource should demonstrate the 
Cambridge approach to textbook development. 

8. Cambridge EDIB principles: the resource should carefully consider our approach to 
EDIB. 

 
What happens if my application is rejected? 
We make every effort to review applications in a transparent and fair manner. All applications will 
be checked in the same way and will be judged using the same criteria. If your application is 
rejected, we will communicate our decision to you and provide details on why it has been rejected.  
We may or may not encourage you to consider re-applying. 
 
How much does endorsement cost?  
Please see our separate fee information sheet. 
 
What type of marketing support will I receive? 
All third-party organisations who have resources endorsed will be treated equally. 

We will: 
• Promote that we have a wide range of high-quality endorsed support for the Cambridge 

Pathway from a range of publishers and providers, including Cambridge. 
• List all endorsed resources on our website alongside the qualification they support. 
• Through the annual ‘what’s new’ promotion – provide schools with a list of all endorsed 

resources to support each new/revised syllabus/curriculum framework. 
• Circulate a list of Cambridge schools, annually. This information will include the name and 

address of the school only (and only of schools who have agreed to their details being 
shared). 

 
We will not: 

• Invite third-party publishers and providers to attend events we organise (though we can if 
we believe there is value for our customers). 

• Support third-party publisher events or marketing activity by providing speakers. 
• Include extensive information about third-party publisher products and services in our 

welcome pack for schools. 
• Invite publishers and providers to advertise or promote their resources in our publications 

(such as Outlook magazine). 
• Provide publishers’ or other organisations’ detailed contact information for our schools. 
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How long will it take to review my resource? 
The duration of the review process can vary depending on the complexity of the material and the 
availability of assessment specialists. There are times of the year when assessment specialists 
are not available due to commitments for the live examination series, see the table below. A longer 
review period might be negotiated for unusually complicated projects or during exam periods. 
 
Generally, the whole process, from sending the material to the reviewer to sending feedback to 
the publisher, can take up to six weeks, with dates agreed ahead of submission.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Exam session Qualification Test and 
Development (QTD) Product 
Managers unavailable 

Reviewer availability limited 

May/June end-June to mid-August mid-June to end July 
October/November mid-November to mid-January end October to end November 
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The endorsement process 
The endorsement process flow diagram is provided for reference on page 15. 
 

1. Publisher or provider expression of interest 
The process begins when a provider or publisher expresses interest in developing resources for 
Cambridge qualifications. The provider or publisher emails the Publisher Relations team to confirm 
which syllabus and qualification they would like to develop material for, and the team will issue an 
NDA and log the necessary details. 
 

2. Complete an NDA and submit an endorsement of resources 
application  
Once an NDA has been completed the provider or publisher can apply to have their resources 
reviewed through the endorsement process by submitting an endorsement of resources 
application form to the team.  
 
Publishers and providers should complete all sections of the endorsement of resources application 
form in full to ensure that we have all the necessary information required to carry out our initial 
assessment. 
 

3. Assessment of endorsement of resources application 
After an NDA has been signed and logged, the team will assess the endorsement of resources 
application against the relevant criteria and will communicate the outcome to the publisher or 
provider.  
 
If the application is successful, the timetable for submission of material is negotiated and agreed, 
and the endorsement reviewer’s time can be secured. If Cambridge International Education past 
questions papers are to be included, a signed Copyright Permission Application Form and related 
paperwork should also be submitted to the team.  
 
4. The endorsement review 
Upon receipt, the material is checked by the team and sent to the endorsement reviewer. The 
reviewer completes a feedback form. The Copyright Permission Application Form is processed, 
and feedback on the copyright application is returned to the publisher or provider. 
 

(i) Second paid-for review  
If necessary, when there are major issues with materials, an additional review may be required. 
This will incur a fee. For example, misalignment with a syllabus or curriculum framework, or other 
major issues that are not resolved as part of the feedback response cycles will mean the revised 
materials addressing these outstanding issues must be resubmitted to the reviewer.   
 
The reviewer again completes a feedback form and returns it to the team. This is then forwarded 
to the publisher or provider.  
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(i) Third paid-for review  
In rare cases, a final endorsement assessment may be deemed necessary if final checks are 
required to assess the suitability of a resource. This final assessment is the last opportunity for a 
resource to be endorsed during the review process and will incur a fee. Only a few issues should 
remain for checking. The reviewer completes the final assessment form and returns the feedback 
to the team.  
 
A maximum of three paid-for full reviews are permissible as part of the whole endorsement 
review process.  
 
5. Endorsement review feedback 
The team summarises the all changes required to be made by the publisher or provider to gain 
endorsement of the resource(s). The whole process, from sending the material(s) to the reviewer 
to sending feedback to the publisher or provider, can take up to six weeks, with dates agreed at 
submission. 
 
6. The publisher or provider’s response  

Upon receipt of the review form, any negotiation over a request for changes must be raised with 
the team. At this point, any new or updated material required to address these changes must be 
submitted. If the reasons provided by the publisher or provider for not making the changes are 
deemed unacceptable, the resource may still be rejected at this stage. In some cases, a 
compromise may be reached. 
 
A maximum of three feedback response cycles are allowed before a resource is rejected 
and we request a second paid-for review.   
 

7. Issuing endorsement  
With all changes agreed, all documents received and approved, the resource can be endorsed. 
The team will email the publisher or provider an endorsement confirmation.  
 
An endorsement agreement will be issued at this stage which outlines all terms and conditions as 
well as contractual obligations. The team adds details of the endorsed resource to the resource 
list of the appropriate syllabus(es). 
 
8. Post-publication  
Once a resource is published, the publisher or provider submits three copies or digital access 
codes of each component to the team.  
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We reserve the right to complete spot checks on published material. All changes agreed during 
the review process must be made and any errors or omissions will be raised and appropriate 
remedial action requested. 

Summary: Timeline for endorsement 
 Assessment of expression of interest and completion of NDA: 14 days. 
 Assessment of endorsement of resources application: 14 days. 
 Negotiation of changes and endorsement review summary: dependent upon quality of the 

publisher or provider’s response. 
 Checks of advance copies post endorsement: dependent upon quality of publisher or 

provider endorsement reviews. 
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The endorsement process flow diagram 
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Endorsement statement 
The endorsement statement must be placed in the front of all endorsed materials or in a 
prominent position of an endorsed resource. 
 
Endorsement indicates that a resource has passed Cambridge International Education’s rigorous 
quality-assurance process and is suitable to support the delivery of their [syllabus/curriculum 
framework]. However, endorsed resources are not the only suitable materials available to support 
teaching and learning, and are not essential to achieve the qualification. For the full list of endorsed 
resources to support this [syllabus/ curriculum framework], visit 
www.cambridgeinternational.org/endorsed-resources.  
   
Any example answers to questions taken from past question papers, practice questions, 
accompanying marks and mark schemes included in this resource have been written by the 
authors and are for guidance only. They do not replicate examination papers. In examinations the 
way marks are awarded may be different. Any references to assessment and/or assessment 
preparation are the publisher’s interpretation of the [syllabus/curriculum framework] requirements. 
Examiners will not use endorsed resources as a source of material for any assessment set by 
Cambridge International Education.  
While the publishers have made every attempt to ensure that advice on the qualification and its 
assessment is accurate, the official [syllabus/curriculum framework], specimen assessment 
materials and any associated assessment guidance materials produced by the awarding body are 
the only authoritative source of information and should always be referred to for definitive 
guidance.  
Our focus is to provide teachers with access to a wide range of high-quality resources that suit 
different approaches to teaching and learning.    
For more information about the endorsement process, please visit 
www.cambridgeinternational.org/endorsed-resources 
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