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Hear from our programme leaders

Ready for the world

We work with schools worldwide to build an education that shapes knowledge,
understanding and skills. Together, we give learners the confidence they need to
thrive and make a positive impact in a changing world.

As part of the University of Cambridge, we offer a globally trusted and flexible
framework for education from age 3 to 19, informed by research, experience, and
listening to educators like you.

Cambridge

Acl h f i | f 1
Pathway D clear path for educational success from age 3 to 19

Cambridge
Early Years

Cambridge
Primary

Cambridge
Lower Secondary

Cambridge
Upper Secondary

Cambridge
Advanced

Age 3+ Age 5+ Age 11+ Age 14+ Age 16+

A play-based programme, with:

+ a holistic curriculum
* engaging resources
- support to measure progress

6 curriculum areas including
Personal, social and
emotional development

- Clear, adaptable curriculum

- Flexible assessment options

+ Support and resources

- Insight to understand potential

10+ subjects including English,
Mathematics, Science, Computing,
Art & Design and Wellbeing

« Clear, adaptable curriculum

- Flexible assessment options

+ Support and resources

- Insight to predict performance

10+ subjects including English,
Mathematics, Science, Computing,
Art & Design and Wellbeing

+ Broad, adaptable curriculum

- Fair, valid, reliable assessment
+ Support and resources

- Insight to optimise achievement

Cambridge IGCSE™: 70+ subjects
Cambridge O Level: 40+ subjects
Cambridge ICE

«In-depth, adaptable curriculum
« Fair, valid, reliable assessment

« Support and resources

- Insight to predict performance

Cambridge International
AS & A Level: 50+ subjects
Cambridge AICE, Cambridge IPQ

Cambridge Professional Development for teachers and school leaders

Ready for

the world

With recognised qualifications, high-quality resources, comprehensive

support and

valuable insights, we help schools prepare every student for the opportunities and
challenges ahead. Together, we help Cambridge learners be ready for the world.



What are Cambridge Professional
Development Qualifications?

Cambridge Professional Development Qualifications (PDQs) provide
accredited professional qualifications based on international best practice
and research. Cambridge PDQs are:

Relevant to all educational contexts

Designed for teachers and education leaders

Run by accredited Cambridge Professional Development Centres

Led by Programme Leaders trained by Cambridge

Assessed through a portfolio of evidence which is examined by Cambridge
A blend of guided, individual, collaborative, and work-based learning

Supported by school-based mentoring
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What are Cambridge Professional Development
Quualifications? continued

Our Cambridge PDQs cover six areas: Module structure
® Teaching and Learning The table below shows what is involved in
® Educational Leadership each module.
® Teaching Bilingual Learners Learning hours 150 hours
® Teaching with Digital Technologies in preparation
® NEW Early Years Good Practice Recommended
® NEW Classroom Practice (certificate level only). programme 4 months per module
duration
. Portfolio of evidence of practice
? P :
What is the structure? ST learning and reflection
We offer Cambridge PDQs at two levels: . 3600 words with
. . Evidence length

® Certificate - for current teachers or leaders, this work-based records

course is benchmarked to FHEQ level 4 and
provides a strong pathway for further
professional development

® Diploma - for teachers or leaders who want to
engage with content at a deeper level, this course
is benchmarked to FHEQ level 5 and provides an
excellent opportunity to gain an internationally
recognised and valued diploma leading to
potential for higher education opportunities.

Cambridge PDQs are made up of three modules.
Module 1can be taken on its own as the certificate.
Candidates can then progress to Modules 2 and 3
to complete the Diploma. The Diploma can also be
taken as a standalone qualification.

Module 1

Certificate

Module 2 Module 3

Each module involves 150 hours of learning,
typically over four months to fit around a school
term or semester.

The 150 learning hours are divided into:

® Guided learning with a Cambridge accredited
programme leader

® Work-based learning - implementing new
learning into practice

® Individual and collaborative learning with a
mentor and peers.
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Introducing our Cambridge

PDQ syllabuses

Our PDQs cover six areas:

& CAMBRIDGE

Syllabus
Cambridge Internati

Teaching and Learnin
For examination in 2025

Syllabus

Cambridge International Diploma
Teaching and Learning 5882

For examination in 2025 to 2030

& CAMBRIDGE

nnnnnnnnnn | Education

Syllabus

Syllabus.

Cambridge International Diploma
Educational Leadership 5884

For examination in 2025 to 2030

B
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& CAMBRIDGE
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nnnnnnnnnn | Education

Syllabus

Cambridge Internati
Teaching Bilingual Le
For examination in 2025

Syllabus

Cambridge International Diploma
Teaching Bilingual Learners 5888
For examination in 2025 to 2030

Teaching and Learning
Levels: Certificate and Diploma

Enhance your teaching to improve the
quality of student learning

Integrate new ideas and approaches into
your practice

Develop effective, reflective practices
to promote active learning,

Educational Leadership
Levels: Certificate and Diploma

Enhance the quality of your leadership

Deepen your understanding of successful
leadership and develop your skills

Cultivate effective, reflective practices
to advance your school.

Teaching Bilingual Learners
Levels: Certificate and Diploma

Learn how to help your bilingual learners
achieve both content and language
learning objectives

Develop effective, reflective practices

to lead learning in curricular subjects
through an additional language

Actively contribute to bilingual education
policy and best practice in your school.

Cambridge Professional Development Qualifications



Introducing our Cambridge PDQ) syllabuses continued

Teaching with Digital Technologies
Levels: Certificate and Diploma

 exami

- Understand how to use digital technologies to make your
teaching and learning more impactful

- Experiment and innovate with digital technologies in your
own context

- Develop effective, reflective practices in leading learning

— using digital technologies.

NEW Early Years Good Practice
Levels: Certificate and Diploma

¥ CAMBRIDGE

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

CAMBRIDGE
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Syllabus
Cambridge Internatid

| - Learn how to apply best practice principles in your setting

For examination in 2025 1

Syllabus
— | Cambridge International Diploma
Early Years Good Practice 5890
or examination in 2025 to 2030

+ Use meaningful observation strategies to inform and
enhance teaching and learning

- Implement active teaching approaches that prioritise
engagement and place the child at the centre of the
learning process

- Design impactful learning activities that are tailored to
your learners’ abilities, interests, and developmental needs.

mmmmmmm
mmmmm

NEW Classroom Practice
Level: Certificate

- Enhance your understanding of the learning process and
the latest research around effective education

- Discover how to apply new approaches and help your
students make progress

- Develop your reflective practice to improve your teaching

mmmmmmm

- Designed for aspiring or new teachers and is only offered
through universities or teacher training organisations.

Get started with a Cambridge PDQ

If you are interested in taking part in a Cambridge PDQ programme, contact us on info@cambridge.org
and tell us which qualification you want to do, and where you live.

We aim to help you find an organisation offering Cambridge PDQ programmes locally to you.

Learn more: www.cambridgeinternational.org/support
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Why choose a Cambridge PDQ?

A professional development qualification can elevate your teaching practice
or leadership and open up opportunities for future career development.

Teachers and school leaders are

empowered to:

e engage with the latest educational theories
and concepts

e apply new ideas in their practice

® embed learner-centred approaches like active
learning and metacognition

e differentiate learning according to learner needs

e develop the Cambridge teacher and school
leader attributes

e reflect and share their experiences.

Schools can benefit from:
e quality, accredited, and affordable professional
development

e contextualised professional development that
meets individual and whole-school needs

e better learning outcomes and attainment
e overall school growth and development.

Students experience higher

quality learning:

¢ Increased student engagement and responsibility
for their own learning

e Better learning outcomes and attainment

e Develop higher-order thinking skills and
critical thinking.

Cambridge Professional Development Qualifications



Cambridge Professional

Development Centres

Our network of Cambridge Professional Development Centres provide
schools, leaders and teachers with local access to quality and affordable

professional learning.

A
Cambridge

schools running
their own internal,
school-based
programme for their
own teachers.

Cambridge
Professional
National Development
programmes run by Centres
ministries and national .
agencies or universities include:
for teachers under
their authority.
Training

providers offering
programmes open to
Cambridge teachers
and other schools in
the locality.

Become a Professional Development Centre

Cambridge school
groups running
programmes across
several schools.

Cambridge
school hubs
offering
programmes open to
local teachers as well
as to their own
teachers.

Find out more about becoming an approved Cambridge PDQ provider for your school or organisation by
visiting: www.cambridgeinternational.org/become-a-cambridge-professional-development-centre


http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/become-a-cambridge-professional-development-centre

Recognition and benchmarking

Recognition

Cambridge PDQs are respected and valued by international schools worldwide. Recognised for their
rigorous standards and practical impact, PDQs support teachers in developing high-quality teaching

practices aligned with global best practice. Schools across diverse regions trust PDQs to build professional

capacity, foster leadership, and enhance learner outcomes.

Cambridge PDQs also carry formal academic credit in the UK.

* The certificate is accredited with 15 credits at Level 4 of the Frameworks for Higher Education
Qualifications (FHEQ)

* The Diplomais accredited with 30 credits at FHEQ Level 5.

This recognition provides a clear pathway for educators seeking further academic or professional
progression, supporting their continued development and career advancement.

Benchmarking

Cambridge PDQs are externally benchmarked by the UK based organisation, Ecctis, who have established

themselves as an internationally trusted and respected reference point for qualifications and skill standards.

The table below shows how the PDQ Certificate and Diploma compare internationally.

Framework

Cambridge
PDQ
Certificate

Cambridge
PDQ
Diploma

Regulated Qualifications  National Higher

Framework (RQF) / Education
Frameworks for Higher  Qualifications
Education Qualifications Framework

(FHEQ) (NHEQF)
4 4.5
Level 4 Certificate, Under.g.raduate
. . Certificate

Higher National

Certificate (HNC),
Certificate of Higher
Education (CertHE)

5 5
Level 5 Diploma, Undergraduate
Diploma

HigherNational Diploma
(HND),

Foundation degree,
Diploma of Higher
Education (DipHE),
HigherNational Diploma
(HND)

National
Qualifications
Framework
for the UAE
(QF Emirates)

5

Associate
degree,

Diploma

6

Higher
Diploma,
Advanced
Diploma

Oman

Oman National
Qualifications
Framework
(OQF)

5

Certificate

6

Diploma

South Africa

National

Qualifications

Framework
(NQF)

5

Higher
Certificate

6

Diploma,

Advanced
Certificate in
Education /

National
Professional
Diploma in
Education

Serbia

National
Qualifications
Framework of

Serbia

(NQFS)

5

Certificate of
Specialised
Exam,
Master
Craftsman
Certificate

6.1

Diploma of
Higher
Education

To find out more, access the full executive summary here:
www.cambridgeinternational.org/benchmarking-the-cambridge-pdqgs-ecctis-executive-summary

PDQ Qualifications

For more details about Cambridge Professional Development Qualifications go to:
www.cambridgeinternational.org/pdq

Cambridge Professional Development Qualifications
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Hear from our centres

‘ ‘ A Cambridge PDQ is an excellent way to encourage collaboration among
teachers. From the sharing of experiences in the weekly sessions, to peer
observations with colleagues and mentors, teachers talk to and support each
other much more often. The natural outcome of this is a significant increase
in personal reflection on day-to-day teaching practice., ,

Erica Davis, Programme Leader & Deputy Principal, Wuhan ULink College of China Optics Valley

‘ ‘ Through the PDQ courses, our staff has grown more confident,
resilient, and innovative. They have deepened their knowledge and skills
and apply their new learning to their environment.’ ’

Chermaine Clunie, Programme Leader & Professional Development Coordinator,
Internationella Engelska Skolan Téby, Sweden

‘ ‘ By engaging with educational research and theories, and embedding
these in their practice, the PDQ candidates have been role models to their
departmental colleagues. In particular, the high-quality evidence-based
research in the diploma programme has challenged teachers across the
school to be bold and ambitious as they reflect on their own practice,
striving for excellence., ,

Bianca Wright, Programme Leader & Head of Teaching and Learning,
Hebron School, Tamil Nadu, South India

‘ ‘ A Cambridge PDQ lays the framework of whole school collaboration
and coherently brings learners, candidates, professional development
community and school leaders together by consciously encouraging them
to reflect, collaborate, think critically and work towards development of
self while establishing a bird’s eye view of their role in the process. ’ ,

Jennifer Johnson — Head of Digital Learning - Innovation & Resources,
Karachi Grammar School (Middle Section), Karachi, Pakistan.

Candidate case studies

Hear from teachers and school leaders around the world about the difference a Cambridge PDQ made
to them. You can find our case studies here:

cambridge-community.org.uk/professional-development/candidate-case-study/index.htmi
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We are committed to making our documents accessible in accordance with the WCAG 2.2 Standard. We're always
looking to improve the accessibility of our documents. If you find any problems or think we're not meeting
accessibility requirements, contact us at info@cambridgeinternational.org with the subject heading: Digital
accessibility. If you need this document in a different format, contact us and supply your name, email address and
requirements and we will respond within 15 working days.

The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road
Cambridge, CB2 8EA, United Kingdom

telephone: +44 1223 553554
www.cambridgeinternational.org
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