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Why choose Cambridge?

We work with schools worldwide to build an education that shapes knowledge, understanding and skills. 
Together, we give learners the confidence they need to thrive and make a positive impact in a changing world. 

As part of the University of Cambridge, we offer a globally trusted and flexible framework for education from 
age 3 to 19, informed by research, experience, and listening to educators. 

With recognised qualifications, high-quality resources, comprehensive support and valuable insights, we help 
schools prepare every student for the opportunities and challenges ahead. 

Qualifications that are recognised and valued worldwide 
From the world’s top-ranked universities to local higher education institutions, Cambridge qualifications open 
doors to a world of opportunities.  

Setting a global standard 
With over 160 years of experience in delivering fair, valid and reliable assessments to students worldwide, we 
offer a global, recognised performance standard for international education. 

Your path, your way 
Schools can adapt our curriculum, high-quality teaching and learning resources and flexible assessments to 
their local context. Our aligned offer helps Cambridge schools support every learner to reach their potential 
and thrive.  

Learning with lasting impact 
Cambridge learners build subject knowledge and conceptual understanding, and develop a broad range of 
skills, learning habits and attributes to help make them ready for the world. 

Improving learning outcomes through data-led insight and action 
Our trusted baseline and diagnostic assessments, together with our insights and evaluation service, 
help schools turn data into knowledge and actionable insights, to inform teaching decisions and improve 
learner outcomes. 

Bringing together a community of experts 
We bring together the collective knowledge of experts and our diverse community of educators worldwide, 
supporting them to learn from one another and share ideas and information.

Tackling the climate crisis together
We believe that education is key to tackling the climate crisis. Together with Cambridge schools, we can 
empower young people with the skills and knowledge to take action on climate change, helping them be ready 
for the world.

School feedback: ‘We think the Cambridge curriculum is superb preparation for university.’

Feedback from: Christoph Guttentag, Dean of Undergraduate Admissions, Duke University, USA
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Important: Changes to this syllabus
For information about changes to this syllabus for 2028, go to page 29.
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1  Why choose this syllabus? 

Key benefits	
Cambridge O Level is typically for 14 to 16 year olds and is an 
internationally recognised qualification. It has been designed 
especially for an international market and is sensitive to the 
needs of different countries. Cambridge O Level is designed for 
learners whose first language may not be English, and this is 
acknowledged throughout the examination process.

Our programmes promote a thorough knowledge and 
understanding of a subject and help to develop the skills 
learners need for their next steps in education or employment. 

Cambridge O Level Islamiyat is accepted by universities and 
employers as proof of ability and understanding. The Cambridge 
IGCSE Islamiyat syllabus encourages students to develop 
lifelong skills and knowledge, including: 

	• an understanding of the importance of the major beliefs of Islam and of the early history of the Islamic 
community 

	• evaluation skills to understand how these beliefs impact on the daily lives and thoughts of Muslims around 
the world 

	• familiarity with the Qur’an and Hadith in Arabic.

Our approach in Cambridge O Level Islamiyat encourages learners to be:

confident in working with information and ideas – their own and those of others

responsible for themselves, responsive to and respectful of others 

reflective as learners, developing their ability to learn

innovative and equipped for new and future challenges

engaged intellectually and socially, ready to make a difference. 

School feedback: ‘Cambridge O Level has helped me develop thinking and analytical skills 
which will go a long way in helping me with advanced studies.’

Feedback from: Kamal Khan Virk, former student at Beaconhouse Garden Town Secondary School, Pakistan, who 
went on to study Actuarial Science at the London School of Economics
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Qualifications that are recognised and valued worldwide
Cambridge qualifications prepare and equip learners with the skills they need to thrive at university and beyond. 
The world’s best higher education institutions recognise our qualifications and value the critical thinking skills, 
independent research abilities and deep subject knowledge that Cambridge learners bring. 

We continually work with universities and colleges in every part of the world to ensure that they understand 
and accept our qualifications. Cambridge O Level provides a springboard to the Cambridge Advanced stage, 
as well as other post-16 routes. The combination of knowledge and skills in Cambridge O Level Islamiyat gives 
learners a solid foundation for further study. Candidates who achieve grades A* to C are well prepared to follow 
a wide range of courses including Cambridge International AS & A Level Islamic Studies, or the equivalent. 

Many universities require a combination of Cambridge International AS & A Levels and Cambridge O Levels or 
equivalent to meet their entry requirements. 

Learn more at www.cambridgeinternational.org/recognition
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Supporting teachers
We believe education works best when teaching and learning are closely aligned to the curriculum, resources 
and assessment. Our high-quality teaching support helps to maximise teaching time and enables teachers to 
engage learners of all backgrounds and abilities. 

We aim to provide the following support for each Cambridge qualification: 

	• Syllabus

	• Specimen question papers and mark schemes

	• Specimen paper answers

	• Schemes of Work

	• Example candidate responses

	• Past papers and mark schemes

	• Principal examiner reports for teachers

These resources are available on the School Support Hub at www.cambridgeinternational.org/support, our 
secure online site for Cambridge teachers. Your exams officer can provide you with a login. 

Additional teaching & learning resources are also available for many syllabuses and vary according to the 
nature of the subject and the structure of the assessment of each syllabus. These can include ready‑built 
lesson materials, digital resources and multimedia for the classroom and homework, guidance on 
assessment and much more. Beyond the resources available on the Schools Support Hub, a wide range 
of endorsed textbooks and associated teaching and learning support are available from Cambridge at 
www.cambridge.org/education and from other publishers. Resources vary according to the nature of the 
subject and the structure of the assessment of each syllabus.

You can also contact our global Cambridge community or talk to a senior examiner on our discussion forums.

Sign up for email notifications about changes to syllabuses, including new and revised products and services, 
at www.cambridgeinternational.org/syllabusupdates

Professional development
Find the next step on your professional development journey. 

	• Introduction courses – An introduction to Cambridge programmes and qualifications. For teachers who 
are new to Cambridge programmes or new to a specific syllabus.  

	• Focus on Teaching courses – These are for teachers who want to explore a specific area of teaching 
and learning within a syllabus or programme. 

	• Focus on Assessment courses – These are for teachers who want to understand the assessment of a 
syllabus in greater depth.  

	• Marking workshops – These workshops help you become more familiar with what examiners are looking 
for, and provide an opportunity to raise questions and share your experiences of the syllabus.

	• Enrichment Professional Development – Transform your approach to teaching with our Enrichment 
workshops. Each workshop focuses on a specific area of teaching and learning practice.  

	• Cambridge Professional Development Qualifications (PDQs) – Practice-based programmes that 
transform professional learning for practicing teachers. Available at Certificate and Diploma level.

For more information visit www.cambridgeinternational.org/support-and-training-for-schools

Supporting exams officers

We provide comprehensive support and guidance for all Cambridge exams officers.  
Find out more at: www.cambridgeinternational.org/eoguide
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2  Syllabus overview 

Aims
The aims describe the purposes of a course based on this syllabus. 

The aims of the syllabus are to enable candidates to: 

	• acquire a knowledge of the major sources of Islam, its main beliefs and its early history 

	• develop an enquiring approach to the study of Islam 

	• identify and explore the religious, historical and moral questions raised in the material they study.

We are an education organisation and politically neutral. The contents of this syllabus,  
examination papers and associated materials do not endorse any political view. We endeavour to treat all 
aspects of the exam process neutrally.
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Assessment overview
All candidates take two written papers and answer in English. Both papers must be taken for the candidate to 
be awarded a grade. Candidates are eligible for grades A* to E. 

All candidates take: and:

Paper 1 � 1 hour 00 minutes 
[Title]� 00%

50 marks

Paper 1 contains five questions of which 
candidates must answer Question 1, Question 
2 and two others

Paper 2� 0 hour 00 minutes 
[Title]� 00%

00 marks

Paper 2 contains five questions of which 
candidates must answer Question 1, Question 
2 and two others. 

Information on availability is in the Before you start section. 

This O Level syllabus shares content with other Islamiyat syllabuses. For further support see the 
School Support Hub for IGCSE Islamiyat. Textbooks endorsed to support IGCSE Islamiyat are suitable for 
use with this syllabus.
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Assessment objectives
Candidates should be able to demonstrate that they have closely studied the topics set. They should be able 
to: 

AO1: Recall, select and present relevant facts from the main elements of the faith and history of Islam 

AO2: Demonstrate understanding of their significance in the teachings of Islam and in the lives of Muslims. 

The following two grids give descriptions of the expected levels of response in the examination, and the marks 
allocated in the parts of Questions 1 (8 marks) and Questions 2–5 (14 marks).

Levels of response
AO1: Knowledge – part (a) questions 

Question 1(a) has a maximum mark of 4 and Questions 2–5 have a maximum mark of 10.

Level Mark 
Question 1

Marks 
Questions 
2–5

Description

4 4 8–10 	• A well-structured, clear and comprehensive 
response 

	• Demonstrates extensive and accurate knowledge 
relevant to the question 

	• Points are detailed, well-developed and relevant 

	• Likely to quote Qur’an verses and Hadiths to 
support points made or other relevant quotations 

3 3 5–7 	• A well-structured and clear response 

	• Demonstrates sound accurate knowledge which is 
relevant to the question 

	• Points are elaborated upon and generally accurate 

	• May quote Qur’an verses and Hadiths to support 
points made or other relevant quotations 

2 2 3–4 	• An attempt to present a structured response to the 
question 

	• Response lacks cohesion or is undeveloped 

	• Demonstrates some knowledge of the subject 
covering some of the main points but without detail 

	• Points made are sometimes relevant and accurate 
but limited

1 1 1–2 	• Some attempt to answer the question 

	• Lacks cohesion and structure 

	• Demonstrates limited knowledge of the subject 

	• Responses made are limited with little connection 
to the question 

0 0 0 No creditable content
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AO2: Understanding – part (b) questions

Level Mark Description

2 3–4 	• Responses demonstrate a clear understanding of the 
question 

	• Able to use own opinions to engage with the question and 
present reasoning that demonstrates their understanding 

1 1–2 	• Responses demonstrate some understanding of the 
question 

	• There are descriptive and factual references to the 
question with limited discussion of the material

0 0 No creditable content

Weighting for assessment objectives
The approximate weightings allocated to each of the assessment objectives (AOs) are summarised below.

Assessment objectives as a percentage of the qualification

Assessment objective Weighting in IGCSE %

AO1 Recall, select and present 68

AO2 Understanding 32

Total 100
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3  Subject content 

This syllabus gives you the flexibility to design a course that will interest, challenge and engage your learners. 
Where appropriate you are responsible for selecting resources and examples to support your learners’ 
study. These should be appropriate for the learners’ age, cultural background and learning context as well as 
complying with your school policies and local legal requirements.

Candidates should study the whole of the syllabus.

5.1 Paper 1
1 Major themes of the Qur’an
Three groups of passages are set for close study. These relate to the themes of:

	• God in himself

	• God’s relationship with the created world

	• God’s Messengers.

Candidates should explore:

	• the major theme or themes of the Qur’an that appear in each passage, and

	• the importance of these themes in the lives of Muslims today.

Candidates should study the passages in a recognised English translation, but with reference to the original 
Arabic text. In the examination passages will be set in both Arabic and English. Candidates should demonstrate 
knowledge of the original as well as the translation.

Appendix 1 lists the passages for examination in 2022 and 2023. These are reviewed periodically and may 
change.

2 The history and importance of the Qur’an
Candidates should study:

	• the revelation of the Qur’an to the Prophet (pbuh) between the years 610 and 632

	• the account of the compilation of the Qur’an under the Rightly Guided Caliphs

	• the major themes of the Qur’an as contained both in the passages set for special study and in other similar 
passages

	• the use of the Qur’an in legal thinking, and its relationship with the Hadiths, consensus (ijma‘ ) and analogy 
(qiyas)

	• its significance as the basis of all thought and action in Islam.
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3 The life and importance of the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh)
Candidates should study:

	• the main events of the Prophet’s life from his birth to his call to prophethood

	• the main events of his activities in Makka and his experiences with his opponents

	• the main events of his activities in Madina, his leadership of the community there and his conflicts with the 
Makkans and others

	• his actions and character

	• the importance of his actions as examples for Muslim individuals in their personal conduct and relations 
with others including women and non-Muslims

	• the importance of his actions as examples for Muslim communities in their relations with other states

	• his significance as Seal of the Prophets and last Messenger of God.

Candidates should be able to give accounts of the main events of the Prophet’s life, and his significance in 
Muslim beliefs. They should also be able to explain the importance of his actions and experiences in the history 
and beliefs of Islam, particularly in the way they provide examples for present day Muslim individuals and 
communities.

In the examination, there will be either one or two questions on this topic.

4 The first Islamic community
Candidates should study:

	• the Prophet’s wives

	• his descendants, including his children, grandchildren and the direct line recognised among Shi‘a Muslims 
as Imams

	• his leading Companions, including the Ten Blessed Companions, his Scribes, the major characters who 
surrounded him in his ministry, the Emigrants and Helpers, and the four Rightly Guided Caliphs during his 
lifetime. (Note that the period of the Rightly Guided Caliphs’ rules after the time of the Prophet (pbuh) is 
included in the syllabus under Paper 2.)

Candidates should know the names of the main characters who lived with and near the Prophet (pbuh), and 
the significant facts of their lives. They should also be able to explain the importance of their actions and 
experiences in the history and beliefs of Islam.

In the examination, there will be either one or two questions on this topic.

5.2 Paper 2
1 Major teachings in the Hadiths of the Prophet
Two groups of passages are set for close study. These relate to:

	• individual conduct

	• life in the community.

Candidates should study the teachings contained in each passage about what Muslims should believe and 
how they should act.
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Candidates should study the passages with reference to the original Arabic text as well as the English 
translation. In the examination, passages will be set in both Arabic and English.

Appendix 2 contains the passages for examination in 2022 and 2023. These are reviewed periodically and may 
change.

2 The history and importance of the Hadiths
Candidates should study:

	• the history of the compilation of the Hadiths

	• the earliest collections

	• the main musnad and musannaf collections

	• the main compilers and their activities

	• the methods based on examination of the chain of transmitters (isnad) and the text (matn) of a Hadith to test 
the reliability of the Hadith

	• the main features of the six collections of Sunni Hadiths and the four collections of Shi‘a Hadiths

	• the major themes of the Hadiths as these are contained both in the passages set for special study and in 
other similar passages

	• their use in legal thinking, and their relationship with the Qur’an, consensus (ijma‘) and analogy (qiyas)

	• their significance in thought and action in Islam.

3 The period of rule of the Rightly Guided Caliphs and their importance as leaders
Candidates should study:

	• the main events of the rules of the four Caliphs

	• their policies in maintaining and expanding the state

	• their approaches to leading the community

	• their main achievements

	• the main difficulties they encountered

	• their significance as examples of leadership

	• the importance of their rules as models for government today

	• their importance as examples for Muslim communities in their relations with other states.

(Note that the lives and activities of the Caliphs during the Prophet’s lifetime are included in the syllabus under 
Paper 1.)

Candidates should know the main events of the rules of the four Caliphs, and should explore the significance of 
these events for the early and later history of Islam. They should also understand the importance of their rules 
as examples for later times.

In the examination, there will be either one or two questions on this topic.
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4 The Articles of Faith and the Pillars of Islam
Candidates should study:

	• the Six Articles of Faith:

–	 God, including what Muslims believe about him

–	 angels, their nature and duties

–	 books, their contents and purpose

–	 prophets, their character and function

–	 God’s predestination and decree, its meaning and significance

–	 Resurrection and the last day, the main events and its significance.

	• Jihad in its range of meanings, physical, mental and spiritual.

	• the Five Pillars of Islam:

–	 the declaration of faith, shahada, including the significance of what it contains

–	 prayer, salat, including preparations, its performance and importance, congregational prayers on 
Fridays and festivals, times of prayer, the place of prayer, private prayer, delayed prayer

–	 alms-giving, zakat, how it is performed and its significance in the community

–	 fasting, sawm, including the way it is observed, its significance and those exempted

	– pilgrimage, hajj, including the main observances involved and their significance.

Candidates should know about each of these beliefs and observances, and should also understand their 
significance in the faith and action of individual Muslims and of Muslim communities.

In the examination, there will be either one or two questions on this topic.

Faculty feedback: ‘Understanding how and why our climate is changing and providing the 
knowledge and skills to explore the challenges plays a key role in every student’s education.’

Feedback from: Dr Amy Munro-Faure, Head of Education and Student Engagement of Cambridge Zero
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4 � Appendix 1: Passages from the Qur aʾn for special 
study

Allah in himself

1	 Sura 2.255

إِ�� ا�ّ�ُ� َ� إَِ�ـَ� إِ�� هَُ� اْ�َ��� اْ�َ����مُ َ� َ�ْ�ُ�ُ�ُ� ِ�َ�ٌ� وََ� َ�ْ�مٌ ��ُ� َ�� ِ�� ا���َ��وَاتِ وََ�� ِ�� اَ�رْضِ َ�� ذَا ا��ِ�ي َ�ْ�َ�ُ� ِ�ْ�َ�ُ� 

ْ�ءٍ ��ْ� ِ�ْ�ِ�ِ� إِ�� ِ�َ�� َ��ء وَِ�َ� آُْ�ِ���ُ� ا���َ��وَاتِ وَاَ�رْضَ وََ� ِ�ِ�ذِْ�ِ� َ�ْ�َ�ُ� َ�� َ�ْ�َ� أَْ�ِ��ِ�ْ� وََ�� َ�ْ�َ�ُ�ْ� وََ� ُ�ِ��ُ��نَ ِ�َ�

  ُ�ودُُ� ِ�ْ�ُ�ُ�َ�� وَهَُ� اْ�َ�ِ��� اْ�َ�ِ��ُ�َ�

 
Allah. There is no god but He, the living, the self-subsisting, eternal. No slumber can seize Him nor sleep. His 
are all things in the heavens and on earth. Who is there can intercede in His presence except as He permits? 
He knows what is before or after or behind them. Nor shall they compass any of His knowledge except as He 
wills. His Throne extends over the heavens and the earth, and He feels no fatigue in guarding and preserving 
them for He is the Most High, the Supreme.

2	 Sura 6.101–103

  َ�ِ��ُ� ا���َ��وَاتِ وَاَ�رْضِ أَ��� َ�ُ��نُ َ�ُ� وََ�ٌ� وََ�ْ� َ�ُ�� ��ُ� َ��ِ�َ�ٌ� وََ�َ�َ� آُ�� َ�ْ�ءٍ وهَُ� ِ�ُ��� َ�ْ�ءٍ َ�ِ��ٌ�

 ذَِ�ُ�ُ� ا�ّ�ُ� رَ��ُ�ْ� � إَِ�ـَ� إِ�� هَُ� َ��ِ�ُ� آُ�� َ�ْ�ءٍ َ��ْ�ُ�ُ�وُ� وَهَُ� َ�َ�� آُ�� َ�ْ�ءٍ وَآِ�ٌ�

  �� ُ�ْ�رِآُُ� اَ�ْ�َ��رُ وَهَُ� ُ�ْ�رِكُ اَ�ْ�َ��رَ وَهَُ� ا���ِ��ُ� اْ�َ�ِ��ُ�

 
101. To Him is due the primal origin of the heavens and the earth: how can He have a son when He has no 
consort? He created all things, and He has full knowledge of all things. 102. That is Allah, your Lord! there is 
no god but He, the Creator of all things: then worship Him: and He has power to dispose of all affairs. 103. No 
vision can grasp Him, but His grasp is over all vision: He is above all comprehension, yet is acquainted with all 
things.

3	 Sura 41.37

وَِ�ْ� �َ��ِ�ِ� ا���ْ�ُ� وَا���َ��رُ وَا���ْ�ُ� وَاْ�َ�َ�ُ� َ�� َ�ْ�ُ�ُ�وا ِ����ْ�ِ� وََ�� ِ�ْ�َ�َ�ِ� وَاْ�ُ�ُ�وا ِ���ِ� ا��ِ�ي َ�َ�َ�ُ��� إِن آُ�ُ�ْ� إِ���ُ� 

 َ�ْ�ُ�ُ�ونَ

 
37. Among His signs are the night and the day, and the sun and the moon. Adore not the sun and the moon, 
but adore Allah, who created them, if it is Him you wish to serve.

4	 Sura 42.4–5

  َ�ُ� َ�� ِ�� ا���َ��وَاتِ وََ�� ِ�� اْ�َ�رْضِ وَهَُ� اْ�َ�ِ��� اْ�َ�ِ��ُ�

ُ� ُ�َ���ُ��نَ ِ�َ�ْ�ِ� رَ��ِ�ْ� وََ�ْ�َ�ْ�ِ�ُ�ونَ ِ�َ�� ِ�� اْ�َ�رْضِ أََ�� إِن� ا���َ� هَُ� َ�َ��دُ ا���َ��وَاتُ َ�َ�َ���ْ�نَ ِ�� َ�ْ�ِ�ِ��� وَاْ�َ�َ��ِ�َ�

  اْ�َ�ُ��رُ ا���ِ��ُ�

 
4. To Him belongs all that is in the heavens and on earth: and He is most high, most great. 5. The heavens 
are almost rent asunder from above them, and the angels celebrate the praises of their Lord, and pray for 
forgiveness for beings on earth: Behold! Verily Allah is He, the oft-forgiving, the most merciful. 
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5	 Sura 112

 ُ�ْ� هَُ� ا���ُ� أََ�ٌ�

 ا���ُ� ا���َ�ُ�

 �َ�ْ�َ�ْ� َ�ِ�ْ� وََ�ْ� ُ�

  وََ�ْ� َ�ُ�� ��ُ� آُُ�ً�ا أََ�ٌ�
 
1. Say: He is Allah, the one and only; 2. Allah, the eternal, absolute; 3. He does not beget, nor is He begotten; 
4. And there is none like Him. 

Allah’s relationship with the created world

6	 Sura 1

 ا���ِ��ِ� ّ�ِ� ا���ْ��َـِ�ِ�ْ�ِ� ا�

 اْ�َ��َ�ِ��َ� اْ�َ�ْ�ُ� �ّ�ِ� رَب�

 ا���ِ��ِ� ا���ْ��ـِ�

 ا����ِ� َ�ـ�ِ�ِ� َ�ْ�مِ

 وإِ���كَ َ�ْ�َ�ِ��ُ� إِ���كَ َ�ْ�ُ�ُ�

 ا�ُ��َ�ِ��َ� اهِ�َ�ــــ� ا���َ�اطَ

   ا�������َ�َ�َ��ِ�ْ� َ��ِ� ا�َ��ُ��بِ َ�َ��ِ�ْ� وََ� ِ�َ�اطَ ا��ِ��َ� أَ�َ��َ�

 
1. In the name of Allah, most gracious, most merciful. 2. Praise be to Allah, the cherisher and sustainer of the 
worlds; 3. Most gracious, most merciful; 4. Master of the day of judgement. 5. You we worship, and your aid we 
seek. 6. Show us the straight way, 7. The way of those to whom You have given your grace, not those who earn 
your anger, nor those who go astray.

7	 Sura 2.21–22

 ��ُ��نََ�� أَ��َ�� ا����سُ اْ�ُ�ُ�واْ رَ��ُ�ُ� ا��ِ�ي َ�َ�َ�ُ�ْ� وَا��ِ��َ� ِ�� َ�ْ�ِ�ُ�ْ� َ�َ���ُ�ْ� َ�

ا��ِ�ي َ�َ�َ� َ�ُ�ُ� اَ�رْضَ ِ�َ�ا�ً� وَا���َ��ء ِ�َ��ء وَأَ�َ�لَ ِ�َ� ا���َ��ء َ��ء َ�َ�ْ�َ�جَ ِ�ِ� ِ�َ� ا���َ�َ�اتِ رِزْ�ً� ��ُ�ْ� َ�َ� َ�ْ�َ�ُ��اْ ِ�ّ�ِ� 

  أَ�َ�اداً وَأَ�ُ�ْ� َ�ْ�َ�ُ��نَ
 
21. O people! Adore your Guardian-Lord, who created you and those who came before you, so that you may 
have the chance to learn righteousness; 22. Who has made the earth your couch, and the heavens your 
canopy; and sent down rain from the heavens; and by it brought forth fruits for your sustenance; then do not 
set up rivals to Allah, when you know. 
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8	 Sura 96.1–5

 اْ�َ�أْ ِ��ْ�ِ� رَ��َ� ا��ِ�ي َ�َ�َ�

 َ�َ�َ� اْ�ِ��َ��نَ ِ�ْ� َ�َ�ٍ�

 اْ�َ�أْ وَرَ��َ� اْ�َ�آَْ�مُ

 ا��ِ�ي َ���َ� ِ��ْ�َ�َ�ِ�

  َ���َ� اْ�ِ��َ��نَ َ�� َ�ْ� َ�ْ�َ�ْ�
 
1. Read! in the name of your Lord, who created, 2. Created man out of a clot of congealed blood: 3. Proclaim! 
And your Lord is most bountiful, 4. He who taught by the pen, 5. Taught man what he did not know. 

9	 Sura 99

 إِذَا زُْ�ِ�َ�ِ� اْ�َ�رْضُ زِْ�َ�اَ�َ��

 وَأَْ�َ�َ�ِ� اْ�َ�رْضُ أَْ�َ��َ�َ��

 وََ��لَ اْ�ِ��َ��نُ َ�� َ�َ��

 َ���ثُ أَْ�َ��رَهَ�َ�ْ�َ�ِ�ٍ� ُ�

 ِ�َ�ن� رَ��َ� أَوَْ�� َ�َ��

 َ�ْ�َ�ِ�ٍ� َ�ْ�ُ�رُ ا����سُ أَْ�َ��ً�� ��ُ�َ�وْا أَْ�َ��َ�ُ�ْ�

 َ�َ�� َ�ْ�َ�ْ� ِ�ْ�َ��لَ ذَر�ةٍ َ�ْ�ً�ا َ�َ�ُ�

  وََ�� َ�ْ�َ�ْ� ِ�ْ�َ��لَ ذَر�ةٍ َ���ا َ�َ�ُ�
 
1. When the earth is shaken to her utmost convulsion, 2. And the earth throws up her burdens, 3. And man 
cries out: ‘What is the matter with her?’, 4. On that day will she declare her tidings: 5. For that your Lord will 
have given her inspiration. 6. On that day will men proceed in companies sorted out, to be shown their deeds. 
7. Then shall anyone who has done an atom’s weight of good see it! 8. And anyone who has done an atom’s 
weight of evil shall see it.
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10	 Sura 114

 ، إَِ�ِ� ا����سِ، َ�ِ�ِ� ا����سِ، ُ�ْ� أَُ��ذُ ِ�َ�ب� ا����سِ

 ِ�� َ��� اْ�َ�ْ�َ�اسِ اْ�َ����سِ

 ا��ِ�ي ُ�َ�ْ�ِ�سُ ِ�� ُ�ُ�ورِ ا����سِ

  ِ�َ� اْ�ِ���ِ� وَ ا����سِ

 
1. Say: I seek refuge with the Lord of mankind, 2. The King of mankind, 3. The God of Mankind, 4. From the 
mischief of the whisperer who withdraws, 5. Who whispers into the hearts of mankind, 6. Among jinns and 
among mankind. 

Allah’s Messengers

11	 Sura 2.30–37

�ُ��اْ أََ�ْ�َ�ُ� ِ��َ�� َ�� ُ�ْ�ِ�ُ� ِ��َ�� وََ�ْ�ِ�ُ� ا���َ��ء وََ�ْ�ُ� ُ�َ���ُ� وَإِذْ َ��لَ رَ��َ� ِ�ْ�َ�َ�ِ�َ�ِ� إِ��� َ��ِ�ٌ� ِ�� اَ�رْضِ َ�ِ��َ�ً� َ�

 ِ�َ�ْ�ِ�كَ وَُ�َ���سُ َ�َ� َ��لَ إِ��� أَْ�َ�ُ� َ�� َ� َ�ْ�َ�ُ��نَ

 َ��ء هَـُ��ء إِن آُ�ُ�ْ� َ��دِِ��َ�وََ���َ� �دَمَ اَ�ْ�َ��ء آُ��َ�� ُ��� َ�َ�َ�ُ�ْ� َ�َ�� اْ�َ�َ�ِ�َ�ِ� َ�َ��لَ أَ�ِ�ُ��ِ�� ِ�َ�ْ�

 َ��ُ��اْ ُ�ْ�َ��َ�َ� َ� ِ�ْ�َ� َ�َ�� إِ�� َ�� َ���ْ�َ�َ�� إِ��َ� أَ�َ� اْ�َ�ِ��ُ� اْ�َ�ِ��ُ�

 َ�ْ�َ� ا���َ��وَاتِ وَاَ�رْضِ وَأَْ�َ�ُ� َ�� ُ�ْ�ُ�ونَ َ��لَ َ�� �دَمُ أَ�ِ�ْ�ُ�� ِ�َ�ْ�َ��ِ�ِ�ْ� َ�َ���� أَ�َ�َ�هُْ� ِ�َ�ْ�َ��ِ�ِ�ْ� َ��لَ أََ�ْ� أَُ�� ��ُ�ْ� إِ��� أَْ�َ�ُ�

 وََ�� آُ�ُ�ْ� َ�ْ�ُ�ُ��نَ

 وَإِذْ ُ�ْ�َ�� ِ�ْ�َ�َ�ِ�َ�ِ� اْ�ُ�ُ�واْ �دَمَ َ�َ�َ�ُ�واْ إِ�� إِْ�ِ��َ� أََ�� وَاْ�َ�ْ�َ�َ� وَآَ�نَ ِ�َ� اْ�َ��ِ�ِ��َ�

 ْ�َ���َ� وَآَُ� ِ�ْ�َ�� رََ��اً َ�ْ�ُ� ِ�ْ�ُ�َ�� وََ� َ�ْ�َ�َ�� هَـِ�ِ� ا���َ�َ�ةَ َ�َ�ُ��َ�� ِ�َ� اْ����ِ�ِ��َ�وَُ�ْ�َ�� َ�� �دَمُ اْ�ُ�ْ� أَ�َ� وَزَوُْ�َ� ا

رْضِ ُ�ْ�َ�َ��� وََ�َ��عٌ َ�َ�زَ��ُ�َ�� ا���ْ�َ��نُ َ�ْ�َ�� َ�َ�ْ�َ�َ�ُ�َ�� ِ���� آَ�َ�� ِ��ِ� وَُ�ْ�َ�� اهِْ�ُ��اْ َ�ْ�ُ�ُ�ْ� ِ�َ�ْ�ٍ� َ�ُ�و� وََ�ُ�ْ� ِ�� اَ�

 إَِ�� ِ��ٍ�

  َ�َ�َ���� �دَمُ ِ�� ر���ِ� آَِ�َ��تٍ َ�َ��بَ َ�َ�ْ�ِ� إِ��ُ� هَُ� ا�����ابُ ا���ِ��ُ�
 
30. Behold, your Lord said to the angels: ‘I will create a vicegerent on earth.’ They said: ‘Will You place there 
one who will make mischief there and shed blood? – whilst we celebrate your praises and glorify your holy 
(name)?’ He said: ‘I know what you do not know.’ 31. And He taught Adam the names of all things; then He 
placed them before the angels, and said: ‘Tell me the names of these if you are right.’ 32. They said: ‘Glory to 
You, of knowledge we have none, save what You have taught us: In truth it is You who are perfect in knowledge 
and wisdom.’ 33. He said: ‘Adam! Tell them their names.’ When he had told them, Allah said: ‘Did I not tell you 
that I know the secrets of heaven and earth, and I know what you reveal and what you conceal?’ 34. And 
behold, We said to the angels: ‘Bow down to Adam’. And they bowed down. Not so Iblis: he refused and was 
haughty: he was of those who reject faith. 35. We said: ‘Adam! You and your wife dwell in the Garden; and eat 
of the bountiful things in it as You wish. But do not approach this tree, or you will run into harm and 
transgression.’ 36. Then Satan made them slip from there, and got them out of what they had been in. We said: 
‘Go down, with enmity between yourselves. On earth will be your dwelling-place and your means of livelihood, 
for a time.’ 37. Then Adam learnt from his Lord words of inspiration, and his Lord turned towards him; for He is 
often-returning, most merciful. 
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12	 Sura 6.75–79

 وَآََ�ِ�َ� ُ�ِ�ي إِْ�َ�اهِ�َ� َ�َ�ُ��تَ ا���َ��وَاتِ وَاَ�رْضِ وَِ�َ�ُ��نَ ِ�َ� اْ�ُ��ِ�ِ��َ�

 َ�َ���� َ��� َ�َ�ْ�ِ� ا���ْ�ُ� رَأَى آَْ�آًَ�� َ��لَ هَـَ�ا رَ��� َ�َ���� أََ�َ� َ��لَ � أُِ��� ا�ِ�ِ��َ�

  رَ��� َ�َ���� أََ�َ� َ��لَ َ�ِ�� ��ْ� َ�ْ�ِ�ِ�� رَ��� �آُ�َ��� ِ�َ� اْ�َ�ْ�مِ ا�������َ�َ�َ���� رَأَى اْ�َ�َ�َ� َ��زًِ�� َ��لَ هَـَ�ا

 َ�َ���� رَأَى ا���ْ�َ� َ��زَِ�ً� َ��لَ هَـَ�ا رَ��� هَـَ�� أَآَْ�ُ� َ�َ���� أََ�َ�ْ� َ��لَ َ�� َ�ْ�مِ إِ��� َ�ِ�يءٌ ����� ُ�ْ�ِ�آُ�نَ

  وَْ�ِ�َ� ِ���ِ�ي َ�َ�َ� ا���َ��وَاتِ وَاَ�رْضَ َ�ِ��ً�� وََ�� أََ�ْ� ِ�َ� اْ�ُ�ْ�ِ�آِ�َ�إِ��� وَ��ْ�ُ� 

 
75. So also did We show Abraham the power and the laws of the heavens and the earth, so that he might have 
certainty. 76. When the night covered him over, he saw a star: He said: ‘This is my Lord.’ But when it set, he 
said: ‘I do not love things that set.’ 77. When he saw the moon rising in splendour, he said: ‘This is my Lord.’ 
But when the moon set, he said: ‘Unless my Lord guides me, I will surely be among those who go astray.’ 
78. When he saw the sun rising in splendour, he said: ‘This is my Lord; this is the greatest.’ But when the sun 
set, he said: ‘O my people! I am indeed free from your giving partners to Allah.’ 79. ‘For me, I have set my face 
firmly and truly towards Him who created the heavens and the earth, and never shall I give partners to Allah.’ 

13	 Sura 5.110

 ا����سَ ِ�� اْ�َ�ْ�ِ� وَآَْ�ً� إِذْ َ��لَ ا�ّ�ُ� َ�� ِ���� اْ�َ� َ�ْ�َ�َ� اذْآُْ� ِ�ْ�َ�ِ�� َ�َ�ْ�َ� وََ�َ�� وَاِ�َ�ِ�َ� إِذْ أَ�����َ� ِ�ُ�وحِ اْ�ُ�ُ�سِ ُ�َ���ُ�

وَإِذْ َ���ْ�ُ�َ� اْ�ِ�َ��بَ وَاْ�ِ�ْ�َ�َ� وَا���ْ�رَاةَ وَاِ��ِ��َ� وَإِذْ َ�ْ�ُ�ُ� ِ�َ� ا����ِ� آََ�ْ�َ�ِ� ا���ْ�ِ� ِ�ِ�ذِْ�� َ�َ��ُ�ُ� ِ��َ�� َ�َ�ُ��نُ َ�ْ�ً�ا 

� وَإِذْ ُ�ْ�ِ�جُ اْ�َ��َ�� ِ�ِ�ذِْ�� وَإِذْ آََ�ْ�ُ� َ�ِ�� إِْ�َ�اِ��َ� َ��َ� إِذْ ِ�ْ�َ�ُ�ْ� ِ��ْ�َ���َ��تِ ِ�ِ�ذِْ�� وَُ�ْ�ِ�ىءُ اَ�آَْ�َ� وَاَ�ْ�َ�صَ ِ�ِ�ذِْ�

 َ�َ��لَ ا��ِ��َ� آََ�ُ�واْ ِ�ْ�ُ�ْ� إِنْ هَـَ�ا إِ�� ِ�ْ�ٌ� ��ِ��ٌ�

 
Then will Allah say: ‘Jesus son of Mary! Recount my favour to you and to your mother. Behold! I strengthened 
you with the holy spirit, so that you spoke to the people in childhood and in maturity. Behold! I taught you the 
Book and Wisdom, the Law and the Gospel. And behold! You make out of clay, as it were, the figure of a bird, 
by my leave, and you breathe into it and it becomes a bird by my leave, and you heal those born blind, and the 
lepers, by my leave. And behold! You bring forth the dead by my leave. And behold! I restrained the Children of 
Israel from you when you showed them the clear signs, and the unbelievers among them said: ‘This is nothing 
but evident magic.’



Cambridge O Level Islamiyat 2058 syllabus for 2028.  Syllabus overview  

20www.cambridgeinternational.org/olevelBack to contents page

14	 Sura 93

 وَا���َ��

 وَا���ْ�ِ� إِذَا َ�َ��

 َ�� وَد�َ�َ� رَ��َ� وََ�� َ�َ��

 وََ�ْ��ِ�َ�ةُ َ�ْ�ٌ� ��َ� ِ�َ� اْ�ُ�وَ��

 َ� َ�َ�ْ�َ��وََ�َ�ْ�فَ ُ�ْ�ِ��َ� رَ��

 أََ�ْ� َ�ِ�ْ�كَ َ�ِ��ً�� َ��وَى

 وَوََ�َ�كَ َ����� َ�َ�َ�ى

 وَوََ�َ�كَ َ��ِ�ً�� َ�َ�ْ�َ��

 َ�َ���� اْ�َ�ِ��َ� َ�َ�� َ�ْ�َ�ْ�

 وَأَ��� ا����ِ�َ� َ�َ�� َ�ْ�َ�ْ�

  وَأَ��� ِ�ِ�ْ�َ�ِ� رَ��َ� َ�َ���ثْ

 
1. By the glorious morning light, 2. And by the night when it is still, 3. Your Lord has not forsaken you, nor is he 
displeased. 4. And truly the Hereafter will be better for you than the present. 5. And soon your Lord will give you 
so that you will be pleased. 6. Did He not find you an orphan and give you shelter? 7. And He found you 
wandering, and He gave you guidance. 8. And He found you in need, and made you independent. 9. Therefore, 
do not treat the orphan with harshness, 10. Nor drive the beggar away; 11. But tell about the bounty of your 
Lord! 

15	 Sura 108

 إِ��� أَْ�َ�ْ�َ��كَ اْ�َ�ْ�َ�َ�

 َ�َ��� ِ�َ���َ� وَاْ�َ�ْ�

  إِن� َ��ِ�َ�َ� هَُ� اْ�َ�ْ�َ�ُ�
 
1. To you have We granted abundance. 2. So pray to your Lord and sacrifice. 3. For he who hates you, he will 
be cut off.
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5  Appendix 2: Hadiths for special study

These Hadiths are all recorded by al-Bukhari or by Muslim in their Sahih collections, many of them by both.

1

‘Religion is sincerity.’ We said: ‘To whom?’ The Prophet said: ‘To Allah, his Book, his Messenger, the leaders of 
the Muslims and to their common people.’

2

None of you believes until he wants for his brother what he wants for himself.

3

Let him who believes in Allah and the Last Day either speak good or keep silent, and let him who believes in 
Allah and the Last Day be generous to his neighbour, and let him who believes in Allah and the Last Day be 
generous to his guest.

4

A man asked the Messenger of Allah (may Allah bless him and give him peace): Do you think that if I perform 
the obligatory prayers, fast in Ramadan, treat as lawful that which is lawful and treat as forbidden that which is 
forbidden, and do nothing further, I shall enter paradise? He said: Yes.

5

Every person’s every joint must perform a charity every day the sun comes up: to act justly between two 
people is a charity; to help a man with his mount, lifting him onto it or hoisting up his belongings onto it is a 
charity; a good word is a charity; every step you take to prayers is a charity; and removing a harmful thing from 
the road is a charity.

6

Whosoever of you sees an evil action, let him change it with his hand, and if he is not able to do so then with 
his tongue, and if he is not able to do so then with his heart, and that is the weakest of faith.

‘.ِ��ِ� وَ�ِ�َ��ِ�ِ�، وَ�َ�ُ���ِ�، وَ�َِ��ِ�ِ� اْ�ُ�ْ�ِ�ِ��َ� وََ����ِ�ِ�ْ�’: ِ�َ�ْ�؟  َ��لَ: ُ�ْ�َ��‘  .ا����ُ� ا���ِ��َ�ُ�’  

.َ� ُ�ْ�ِ�ُ� أََ�ُ�آُْ� َ���� ُ�ِ��� َ�ِ��ِ� َ�� ُ�ِ��� ِ�َ�ْ�ِ��  

َ�ْ� آَ�نَ ُ�ْ�ِ�ُ� ِ��ِ� وَاْ�َ��مِ ا�ِ�ِ� َ�ْ�َ�ُ�ْ� َ�ْ��اً أَوْ ِ�َ�ْ�ُ�ْ�، وََ�ْ� آَ�نَ ُ�ْ�ِ�ُ� ِ��ِ� وَاْ�َ�ْ�مِ ا�ِ�ِ�  

. َ�ْ�َ�ُ�َ�ْ�ُ�ْ�ِ�مْ َ��رَُ�، وََ�ْ� آَ�نَ ُ�ْ�ِ�ُ� ِ��ِ� وَاْ�َ��مِ ا�ِ�ِ� َ�ْ�ُ�ْ�ِ�مْ  

أَرَأَِ�َ� إِذَا َ���ْ�ُ� اْ�َ�ْ�ُ��َ��تِ، وَُ�ْ�ُ� : َ�َ��لَ) َ���� اُ� َ�َ�ْ�ِ� وََ���َ�(أَن� رَُ�ً� َ�َ�لَ رَُ��لَ اِ�  

.َ�َ�ْ�: رََ�َ��نَ، وَأَْ�َ�ْ�ُ� اْ�َ�َ��لَ، وََ���ْ�ُ� اْ�َ�َ�امَ، وََ�ْ� أَزِدْ َ�َ�� ذَِ�َ� َ�ْ��ً�، أَدُْ�ُ� اْ�َ���َ�؟  َ��لَ  

َ�ْ�ِ�لُ َ�ْ�َ� اْ�َ�ْ�ِ� َ�َ�َ�ٌ�؛ وَُ�ِ�ْ�ُ� : آُ�� ُ�َ�َ�� ِ�َ� ا����سِ َ�َ�ْ�ِ� َ�َ�َ�ٌ� آُ�� َ�ْ�مٍ َ�ْ�ُ�ُ� ِ��ِ� ا���ْ�ُ� 

َ�ْ�َ�� َ�َ��َ�ُ� َ�َ�َ�ٌ�؛ وَاْ�َ�ِ�َ�ُ� ا�����َ�ُ� َ�َ�َ�ُ�؛ وَِ�ُ��� َ�ْ�َ�ةٍ ا���ُ�َ� ِ�� دَا��ِ�ِ� َ�َ�ْ�ِ�ُ�ُ� َ�َ�ْ�َ�� أَوْ َ�ْ�َ�ُ� َ�ُ� َ�

.َ�ْ�ِ��َ�� إَِ�� ا���َ�ةِ َ�َ�َ�ٌ�؛ وَ�ُ��ُ� اَ�ذَى َ�� ا���ِ��ِ� َ�َ�َ�ٌ�  

َ�ْ� رَأَى ِ�ْ�ُ�ْ� ُ��َ��اً َ�ْ�ُ�َ���ْ�ُ� ِ�َ�ِ�ِ�، َ�ِ�نْ َ�ْ� َ�ْ�َ�ِ�ْ� َ�ِ�ِ�َ��ِ�ِ�، َ�ِ�نْ َ�ْ� َ�ْ�َ�ِ�ْ� َ�ِ�َ�ْ�ِ�ِ�، وَذَِ�َ� أَْ�َ��ُ 

.اْ��َ��ن  
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7

It was said: O Messenger of Allah, who is the most excellent of men? The Messenger of Allah (may Allah 
bless him and give him peace) said: ‘The believer who strives hard in the way of Allah with his person and his 
property.’

8

The Messenger of Allah (may Allah bless him and give him peace) said: ‘Whom do you count to be a martyr 
among you?’ They said: O Messenger of Allah, whoever is killed in the way of Allah is a martyr. He said: ‘In that 
case the martyrs of my community will be very few! He who is killed in the way of Allah is a martyr, he who dies 
a natural death in the way of Allah is a martyr, he who dies in the plague in the way of Allah is a martyr, he who 
dies of cholera in the way of Allah is a martyr.’

9

No one eats better food than that which he eats out of the work of his hand.

10

One who manages the affairs of the widow and the poor man is like the one who exerts himself in the way of 
Allah, or the one who stands for prayer in the night or fasts in the day.

11

‘I and the man who brings up an orphan will be in paradise like this.’ And he pointed with his two fingers, the 
index finger and the middle finger.

12

The Messenger of Allah (may Allah bless him and give him peace) sent Abu Musa and Mu‘adh ibn Jabal to 
Yaman, and he sent each of them to govern a part. Then he said: ‘Be gentle and do not be hard, and cause 
rejoicing and do not alienate.’

13

He who studies the Qur’an is like the owner of tethered camels. If he attends to them he will keep hold of them, 
but if he lets them loose they will go away.

ُ�ْ�ِ�ٌ� ُ�َ��هُِ� ’): َ���� ا� َ�َ�ِ�ِ� وَ��ََّ�(َ�� رَُ��لَ اِ� أَى� ا����سِ أَْ�َ�ُ�؟  َ�َ��لَ رَُ��لُ اِ� : ِ�ْ�َ� 

‘. اِ� ِ�َ�ْ�ِ�ِ� وََ��ِ�ِ��ِ� َ�ِ�ْ�ِ�  

َ�� رَُ��لَ اِ� َ�ْ� : َ��ُ�ْ�ا‘  َ�� َ�ُ���هَْ� ا���ْ�ِ�َ� ِ�ْ�ُ�ْ�؟’): َ���َ� اُ� َ�َ��ِ� وَ��ََّ�(َ��لَ رَُ��لُ اِ�  

 َ�ُ�َ� َ�ِ�ْ�ٌ�، وََ��ْ َ�ْ� ُ�ِ�َ� ِ�� َ�ِ��ِ� اِ�!  إِن� ُ�َ�َ�اءَ أُ��ِ�ْ� إِذاً ��َ�ِ�ْ�ٌ�’: َ��لَ.  ُ�ِ�َ� ِ�� َ�ِ��ِ� اِ� َ�ُ�َ� َ�ِ�ْ�ٌ�

‘.َ��تَ ِ�� َ�ِ�ْ�ِ� اِ� َ�ُ�َ� َ�ِ�ْ�ٌ�، وََ�ْ� َ��تَ ِ�� ا����ُ�ْ�نِ َ�ُ�َ� َ�ِ�ْ�ٌ�، وََ�ْ� َ��تَ ِ�� اْ�َ�ْ�ِ� َ�ُ�َ� َ�ِ�ْ�ٌ�  

.َ�� أَآََ� أََ�ٌ� َ�َ���ً� َ��� َ�ْ��اً �ِّْ� أَنْ َ�ْ�آَُ� ِ�ْ� َ�َ�ِ� َ�ِ��  

 .ِ� ا���ْ�َ� ا���ِ��ِ� ا���َ��رَا����ِ�ْ� َ��َ� اَ�رَْ�َ�ِ� وَاْ�ِ�ْ�ِ�ْ�ِ� آَ�ْ�ُ�َ��هِِ� ِ�� َ�ِ�ْ�ِ� اِ�، أَوِ اْ�َ�ِ��

 

 .وََ��لَ ِ�ِ�ْ�َ�َ�ْ�ِ� ا������َ�ِ� وَا�ُ�ْ�َ��‘  .اْ�َ���ِ� هََ�َ�اأََ�� وَآَ�ِ�ُ� اْ�َ�ِ�ْ�ِ� ِ�� ’
 

أََ�� ُ�ْ�َ�� وَُ�َ��ذَ ْ�َ� َ�َ�ٍ� إَِ�� اْ�َ�َ�ِ�، وََ�َ�َ� آُ�� وَاِ�ٍ� ��ْ�ُ�َ�� )  اُ� َ�َ�ْ�ِ� وََ���َ�َ���َ�(َ�َ�َ� رَُ��لُ اِ� 

‘.َ���َ�ا وََ� ُ�َ���َ�ا وََ��َِّ�ا وََ� ُ�َ���َ�ا’: ُ��� َ��لَ.  َ�َ�� ِ�ْ�َ�فٍ  

إِنْ َ��هََ� َ�َ�ْ��� أَْ�َ�َ�َ��، وَإِنْ أَْ�َ�َ�َ�� : َ�ِ�إِ���� َ�َ�ُ� َ��ِ�ِ� ا�ُ���نِ آََ�َ�ِ� َ��ِ�ِ� اِ��ِ� ا�ُ�َ��� 

.ذَهََ�ْ�  
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14

May God show mercy to a man who is kindly when he sells, when he buys, and when he demands his money 
back.

15

God will not show mercy to him who does not show mercy to others.

16

The believers are like a single man; if his eye is affected he is affected, and if his head is affected he is all 
affected. 

17

Modesty produces nothing but good.

18

He who has in his heart as much faith as a grain of mustard seed will not enter hell, and he who has in his heart 
as much pride as a grain of mustard seed will not enter paradise.

19

The world is the believer’s prison and the unbeliever’s paradise.

20

God does not look at your forms and your possessions, but he looks at your hearts and your deeds.

 . َ�ْ�ً�� إِذَا َ��عَ، وَإِذَا اْ�َ�َ�ى، وَإِذَا اَْ�َ�َ��رَِ�َ� اُ� رَُ�ً�

 

 .َ� َ�ْ�َ�ُ� اُ� َ�ْ� َ� َ�ْ�َ�ُ� ا����سَ
 

 .ا�ُ�ْ�ِ�ُ��نَ آََ�ُ�ٍ� وَاِ�ٍ�، إِنِ اِْ�َ�َ�� َ�ْ�ُ�ُ� اِْ�َ�َ�� آُ��ُ�، وَإِنِ اِْ�َ�َ�� رَأُ�ُ� اِْ�َ�َ�� آُ��ُ�
 

 .ا�َ�َ��ءُ َ� ُ�ْ�ِ�� إِ�� ِ�َ��ٍ�
 

 َ� َ�ْ�ُ�ُ� ا����رَ أََ�ٌ� ِ�� َ�ْ�ِ�ِ� ِ�ْ�َ��لُ َ���ٍ� ِ�� َ�ْ�دَلٍ ِ�� إِ�َ��نٍ، وََ� َ�ْ�ُ�ً� ا�َ���ِ� أََ�ٌ� ِ�� َ�ْ�ِ�ِ� ِ�ْ�َ��لُ َ���ٍ�

.ِ�� َ�ْ�دَلٍ ِ�� آِْ�ٍ�  

 .ِ�ِ�ا�ُ�ْ�َ�� ِ�ْ�ُ� ا�ُ�ْ�ِ�ِ� وََ���ُ� ا�َ��
 

 .إِن� اَ� َ� َ�ْ�ُ�ُ� إَِ�� ُ�َ�رِآُ� وََ� أَْ�َ�اِ�ُ��، وََ�ِ�ْ� َ�ْ�ُ�ُ� إَِ�� ُ����ِ�ُ� وَأَْ�َ��ِ�ُ��
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6  Details of the assessment 

All candidates take two written papers and answer in English. Both papers must be taken for the candidate to 
be awarded a grade. Candidates are eligible for grades A* to G.

Paper 1 	 1½ hours
Paper 1 contains five questions of which candidates must answer Question 1, Question 2 and two others.

1	 Major themes of the Qur’an: Three passages will be set from the list in Appendix 1, of which candidates 
may choose any two. [8 marks]

2	 The history and importance of the Qur’an: This question is usually set in more than one part, and requires 
an essay length answer. [14 marks]

3	 The life and importance of the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh): One or two questions are set, usually in more 
than one part, requiring essay length answers. [14 marks]

4	 The first Islamic community: One or two questions are set, usually in more than one part, requiring essay 
length answers. [14 marks]

Total mark = 50

Paper 2 	 1½ hours
Paper 2 contains five questions of which candidates must answer Question 1, Question 2 and two others.

1	 Major teachings in the Hadiths of the Prophet: Four passages are set from the list in Appendix 2, of which 
candidates may choose any two. [8 marks]

2	 The history and importance of the Hadiths: This question is usually set in more than one part, and requires 
an essay length answer. [14 marks]

3	 The period of rule of the Rightly Guided Caliphs and their importance as leaders: One or two questions 
are set, usually in more than one part, requiring essay length answers. [14 marks]

4	 The Articles of Faith and the Pillars of Islam: One or two questions are set, usually in more than one part, 
requiring essay length answers. [14 marks]

Total mark = 50
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7  What else you need to know 

This section is an overview of other information you need to know about this syllabus. It will help to share the 
administrative information with your exams officer so they know when you will need their support. Find more 
information about our administrative processes at www.cambridgeinternational.org/eoguide

 Before you start
Previous study
We recommend that learners starting this course should have studied a broad curriculum such as the 
Cambridge Lower Secondary programme or equivalent national educational framework.

We do not expect learners starting this course to have previously studied Islamiyat, Islamic Studies or Religious 
Studies.. 

Guided learning hours
We design Cambridge O Level syllabuses to require about 130 guided learning hours for each subject. This is 
for guidance only. The number of hours a learner needs to achieve the qualification may vary according to each 
school and the learners’ previous experience of the subject.

Availability and timetables 
All Cambridge schools are allocated to one of six administrative zones. Each zone has a specific timetable. Find 
your administrative zone at www.cambridgeinternational.org/adminzone. This syllabus is not available in all 
administrative zones. Cambridge O Levels are available to centres in administrative zones 3, 4 and 5.

You can view the timetable for your administrative zone at www.cambridgeinternational.org/timetables

You can enter candidates in the June and November exam series. 

Check you are using the syllabus for the year the candidate is taking the exam. 

Private candidates can enter for this syllabus. For more information, please refer to the Cambridge Guide to 
Making Entries. 

Combining with other syllabuses
Candidates can take this syllabus alongside other Cambridge International syllabuses in a single exam series. 
The only exceptions are:

	• Cambridge O Level Islamic Studies (2068) 

	• Cambridge IGCSE Islamiyat (0493) 

	• syllabuses with the same title at the same level.

Cambridge O Level, Cambridge IGCSE and Cambridge IGCSE (9–1) syllabuses are at the same level.
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Making entries
Exams officers are responsible for submitting entries. We encourage them to work closely with you to make 
sure they enter the right number of candidates for the right combination of syllabus components. Entry option 
codes and instructions for submitting entries are in the Cambridge Guide to Making Entries. Your exams officer 
has access to this guide.

Exam administration
To keep our exams secure, we produce question papers for different areas of the world, known as 
administrative zones. We allocate all Cambridge schools to an administrative zone determined by their location. 
Each zone has a specific timetable. 

Some of our syllabuses offer candidates different assessment options. An entry option code is used to identify 
the components the candidate will take relevant to the administrative zone and the available assessment 
options.

Support for exams officers
We know how important exams officers are to the successful running of exams. We provide them with the 
support they need to make entries on time. Your exams officer will find this support, and guidance for all other 
phases of the Cambridge Exams Cycle, at www.cambridgeinternational.org/eoguide

Retakes
Candidates can retake the whole qualification as many times as they want to. 

Learn more about retake entries, including definitions and information on entry deadlines, at 
www.cambridgeinternational.org/retakes

To confirm what entry options are available for this syllabus, refer to the Cambridge Guide to Making Entries 
for the relevant series. Regulations for carrying forward component marks can be found in the Cambridge 
Handbook for the relevant year of assessment at www.cambridgeinternational.org/eoguide

Language
This syllabus and the related assessment materials are available in English only.

Accessibility and equality
Syllabus and assessment design 
At Cambridge we recognise that our candidates have highly diverse socio-economic, cultural and linguistic 
backgrounds, and may also have a variety of protected characteristics. Protected characteristics include special 
educational needs and disability (SEND), religion and belief, and characteristics related to gender and identity. 

We follow accessible design principles to make our syllabuses and assessment materials as accessible and 
inclusive as possible. We review language accessibility, visual resources, question layout and the contexts 
used in questions. Using this approach means that we give all candidates the fairest possible opportunity to 
demonstrate their knowledge, skills and understanding. 
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Access arrangements 
Our design principles aim to make sure our assessment materials are accessible for all candidates. To further 
minimise barriers faced by candidates with SEND, illness or injury, we offer a range of access arrangements 
and modified papers. This is the principal way in which we comply with our duty to make ‘reasonable 
adjustments’, as guided by the UK Equality Act 2010. 

Important: 
Requested access arrangements should be based on evidence of the candidate’s barrier to taking an 
assessment and should also reflect their normal way of working. For Cambridge to approve an access 
arrangement, we need to agree that it constitutes a reasonable adjustment and does not affect the 
security or integrity of the assessment. This is explained in section 1.3 of the Cambridge Handbook 
www.cambridgeinternational.org/eoguide

Applying for access arrangements

	• Details of our standard access arrangements and modified question papers are available in section 1.3 of 
the Cambridge Handbook www.cambridgeinternational.org/eoguide

	• Centres are expected to check the availability of access arrangements and modified question papers at 
the start of the course. Check the Cambridge Handbook, the assessment objectives listed in the syllabus 
document and, where applicable, any access arrangement restrictions listed in the syllabus document.

	• Contact us at the start of the course to find out if we can approve an access arrangement that is not listed 
in the Cambridge Handbook.

	• All applications should be made by the deadlines published in the Cambridge Handbook.

After the exam
Grading and reporting
Grades A*, A, B, C, D or E indicate the standard a candidate achieved at Cambridge O Level. 

A* is the highest and E is the lowest. ‘Ungraded’ means that the candidate’s performance did not meet the 
standard required for grade E. ‘Ungraded’ is reported on the statement of results but not on the certificate. 

In specific circumstances your candidates may see one of the following letters on their statement of results:

	• Q (PENDING)

	• X (NO RESULT).
These letters do not appear on the certificate.

On the statement of results, Cambridge O Level is shown as GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION 
ORDINARY LEVEL.

On certificates, Cambridge O Level is shown as General Certificate of Education.
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How students and teachers can use the grades
Assessment at Cambridge O Level has two purposes:

1	 to measure learning and achievement

	 The assessment confirms achievement and performance in relation to the knowledge, understanding and 
skills specified in the syllabus.

2	 to show likely future success

	 The outcomes help predict which students are well prepared for or likely to be successful in a particular 
course or career. 

	 The outcomes help students choose the most suitable course or career.
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Changes to this syllabus for 2028
The syllabus has been updated. This is version 1, publishedSeptember 2025. 

You must read the whole syllabus before planning your teaching programme. We review our 
syllabuses regularly to make sure they continue to meet the needs of our schools. In updating this syllabus, we 
have made it easier for teachers and students to understand, keeping the familiar features that teachers and 
schools value.

There are no significant changes which affect teaching. This syllabus has been reformatted. There are no 
changes to the content or assessment.

Syllabuses and specimen materials represent the final authority on the content and structure of all of our 
assessments. 

With a Customer Services team available 24 hours a day, 6 days a week, and dedicated regional teams 
supporting schools in 160 countries, we understand your local context and are here to guide you so you can 
provide your learners with everything they need to prepare for Cambridge O Level.

Quality management
We are committed to providing exceptional quality. In line with this commitment, our quality management 
system for the provision of international education programmes and qualifications  
for students aged 5 to 19 is independently certified as meeting the internationally recognised standard,  
ISO 9001:2015. Learn more at www.cambridgeinternational.org/about-us/our-standards/



We are committed to making our documents accessible in accordance with the WCAG 2.1 Standard. We are always looking to improve 
the accessibility of our documents. If you find any problems or you think we are not meeting accessibility requirements, contact us at 
info@cambridgeinternational.org with the subject heading: Digital accessibility. If you need this document in a different format, contact 
us and supply your name, email address and requirements and we will respond within 15 working days.

Cambridge International Education, The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA, United Kingdom

t : +44 (0)1223 553554 	 email : info@cambridgeinternational.org	 www.cambridgeinternational.org
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