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SPECIMEN PAPER� 8 hours

This paper may be given to candidates as soon as it is received by the centre. The 8-hour supervised 
test can be scheduled at any time provided it is completed no later than [date to be confirmed on 
live paper]

INSTRUCTIONS
●	 Follow all the instructions.
●	 Produce supporting studies and a final outcome in response to the given theme.

INFORMATION
●	 The total mark for this paper is 60.
●	 This question paper contains the theme for the following components:

Paper 21: Painting and/or other media 
Paper 22: Graphic communication
Paper 23: Three-dimensional design
Paper 24: Textiles and/or Fashion
Paper 25: Photography
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The theme is:

Nature

Nature has been an important source of inspiration for many historical and contemporary artists. 
Observe the natural world around you and investigate appropriate sources to develop your own 
personal response to Nature.

You should produce supporting studies and a final outcome which explore this theme. You 
may begin working on your research and exploration as soon as you receive this question paper, 
developing ideas to inform your final outcome. Your final outcome will be produced during a 
timed test.

Your supporting studies should demonstrate that you have:

	• recorded your experiences and observations inspired by this theme
	• researched and explored relevant artists/designers/practitioners
	• explored appropriate materials and techniques
	• developed ideas and techniques to progress to your final outcome
	• planned effectively in preparation for your final outcome.

Your final outcome should demonstrate that you have:

	• produced a personal and original final outcome informed by your supporting studies
	• identified your strengths, selecting the most appropriate ideas and techniques which realise 

your intentions.

You may wish to refer to the following stimuli to help you plan your response:

	• plant structures, trees, flowers, foliage, seeds, roots 
	• animals, insects, feathers, scales 
	• environment, sustainability, protection, pollution
	• in a garden, a walk in the park, among the trees, at the coast
	• nature and the city, natural habitat, the power of nature, nature and decay.

The following images may provide inspiration to inform your research and exploration of the theme. 
You should also gather your own reference material from primary and secondary sources. 
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Assessment criteria

Your work will be assessed against the following criteria, which test your ability to:

Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses. You can do 
this by:

	• selecting relevant subject matter from a variety of sources
	• recording ideas and observations using different methods 
	• communicating your intention/purpose in response to the given theme.

Explore and select appropriate resources, media, techniques and processes. You can do 
this by:

	• selecting appropriate media, techniques and processes
	• demonstrating understanding of appropriate skills and visual elements
	• experimenting with media, techniques and processes.

Develop ideas through investigation and exploration, making purposeful connections to 
contextual references. You can do this by:

	• forming personal connections 
	• demonstrating effective planning to realise your intentions
	• reflecting on your own strengths and weaknesses.

Present a personal response that realises intentions and demonstrates an understanding of 
visual language. You can do this by:

	• realising your intention/purpose in response to the given theme
	• demonstrating critical understanding
	• considering application of visual language.
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Copyright acknowledgements

Image 1 	� © Ref: PH1JTD; Sean Bromilow / Alamy Stock Photo; A sculpted ball made from old ropes and fishing nets in Kauai, Hawaii, 
USA; www.alamy.com

Image 2 	� © Ref: C0DN24; Avraham Kushnirov / Alamy Stock Photo; Interesting natural forms of sandstone hoodoos in mountains of 
Eilat; www.alamy.com

Image 3 	� © Ref: ADW184; allOver images / Alamy Stock Photo; Wienerberg City; www.alamy.com
Image 4 	� © Ref: 2PFM7C5; tim pile / Alamy Stock Photo; Participant, Chiang Mai flower festival parade 2023 Thailand; www.alamy.com
Image 5 	� © Ref: E8GKRW; RooM the Agency / Alamy Stock Photo; Close-up of purple and pink anemone flowers; www.alamy.com
Image 6 	� © Ref: KJKA9W; John Lander / Alamy Stock Photo; Murou Art Forest is a feast for the eyes in a remote location of Nara Prefecture. 

This outdoor sculpture and modern Japanese garden is found in Muro; www.alamy.com
Image 7 	� © Ref: 2RX1H8R; Lucía González / Alamy Stock Photo; Road signs in Monte Verde National park, Costa Rica, on a very foggy 

day.; www.alamy.com
Image 8 	� © Ref: T7YEB7; Bailey-Cooper Photography / Alamy Stock Photo; Hexagonal ceramic tiles with wildlife, flower and nature 

symbols; www.alamy.com
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