
Cambridge Early Years 
The best start in life 



Cambridge works with schools 
worldwide to build an education 

that shapes knowledge, 
understanding and skills.

Together, we give learners the 
confidence they need to thrive 

and make a positive impact in a 
changing world.
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Cambridge works with schools worldwide to build an education that shapes knowledge, understanding and skills. Together, we give learners the confidence they need to thrive and make a positive impact in a changing world.

As part of the University of Cambridge, Cambridge offers a globally trusted and flexible framework for education from ages 3 to 19, informed by research, experience, and listening to educators like us. With recognised qualifications, high-quality resources, comprehensive support and valuable insights, they help schools prepare every student for the opportunities and challenges ahead.

Cambridge Early Years gives learners the best start in life, helping them meet key early milestones and thrive in and outside of school. 

It is part of our Cambridge Pathway programme that prepares students with the knowledge and skills they need for life. Together with Cambridge, we help our learners be ready for the world.




Helping learners to thrive in and outside the classroom, so that they are
ready for the world.
Content
• Content
• Content
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The Cambridge Pathway offers five stages of education from age 3 to 19, leading seamlessly from early years to pre-university. Each stage builds on the previous one and further shapes learners' knowledge, understanding and skills. 

Schools can select which stages they provide and choose from a broad range of subjects. This means they can design a curriculum that meets their needs and excites their students. Cambridge Early Years is the first stage in our Cambridge Pathway, which gives students a clear path for educational success from age 3-19.

Typically for learners aged 3-6, our early years programme is the first step in the Cambridge Pathway. 



Why choose Cambridge Early Years for your child?
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Presentation Notes
Click to watch video: https://youtu.be/x6LZoXOLb6w?si=Eh4NVMnNhOMFR2br

https://youtu.be/x6LZoXOLb6w?si=Eh4NVMnNhOMFR2br


Like your child, Cambridge Early 
Years is unique. 

Our programme:
• is holistic and balanced, focusing on the whole 

child​​, connecting children with the world around 
them. 

• develops knowledge, understanding and
skills to prepare children for the next stage in 
their education

• helps learners meet international milestones for 
early years development

• is based on the very latest educational thinking 
and research and can be adapted to meet your 
child’s individual needs.
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The Cambridge Early Years curriculum follows a holistic approach that focuses on the whole child and connects their development with the world and people around them.

It develops knowledge and understanding by revisiting and engaging with topics and skills in more depth at each stage, so that your child can learn at a steady and consistent pace. �
The programme supports children to meet internationally established milestones for early development. And although children develop at different rates, the curriculum provides a structure for teaching and learning that will help teachers monitor and support your child as they progress.�
Cambridge Early Years also supports a bilingual or multilingual approach for children with a home language other than English, as well as those with different experiences of English.

It has been developed with early years education experts from across Cambridge, with the aim of ensuring your child is involved and engaged in their own learning. This is achieved through planned activities and experiences that help them develop competence, emotional attachment and self-worth.�




What will your child learn?
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There are six curriculum areas that your child will explore. These are:��Communication, language & literacy: Speaking, listening, reading and writing are crucial to children’s early development. Showing children the importance of language through fun activities and encouraging them to engage with a wide range of texts helps to ignite a lifelong curiosity for learning��Mathematics: At an early age, it is important to help children recognise how mathematics impacts everyday life. Through games and activities, we introduce children to mathematical language, thinking and concepts that they will need when they start their primary education.

Creative expression: Creative expression allows children to communicate their ideas and develop their imagination through art and design, music, dance and drama. This important curriculum area brings together skills and cognitive processes from across the whole curriculum.

Physical development: Our curriculum encourages children to develop movement skills through play, helping them to develop positive attitudes towards exercise and laying the foundations for healthy, active lives.

Personal, social and emotional development: This area is central to children’s lives. It underpins their wellbeing and attainment in all other areas of their learning. This area helps them to develop social learning and friendships, regulate their emotional responses and respond to the needs of others, and develop self-esteem and confidence. ��Understanding the world: Children’s natural curiosity must be encouraged, so that they are equipped to reflect, question, explore and interact, and guided in their understanding of the world. This area of the curriculum lays foundations for a range of different subjects in primary education and beyond, including science, digital literacy, computing and humanities.
� 






Learning through play 

By encouraging curiosity and social 
interaction, play-based learning 
provides the foundations for lifelong 
learning and encourages high levels of 
wellbeing and engagement.

Learning through play is at the centre of 
our early years approach. It puts your 
child at the heart of their education, 
allowing them to develop at their own 
pace.
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Play-based learning is at the heart of our programme. Because play involves spending time doing activities which are meaningful to us, it stimulates higher levels of thinking and helps children to make significant progress in all areas of development. It also encourages curiosity and social interaction, which can lead to high levels of wellbeing and engagement. 

It puts your child at the heart of their education, allowing them to develop at their own pace. 



Measuring progress 
Assessing your child’s progress against 
key milestones is a crucial part of their 
early years education and helps 
teachers to understand the best ways to 
support your child. 

Our assessment approach is based 
around continuous observations of 
children in their learning environment, 
and evidence gathered during their 
learning.
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Monitoring your child’s progress against key milestones is a crucial part of their early years education. It helps teachers understand the best ways to support your child and plan effectively plan for their future learning, so you can be confident that your child is learning essential knowledge and skills. 



Ready for the next step

Cambridge Early Years will prepare 
your child for the transition to primary 
school, helping them move from play-
based learning to more formal teaching. 

Once they have finished our early years 
programme, your child will be ready for 
the next stage of their education 
journey.
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Cambridge Early Years has been designed to prepare your learners for the next step in their education, where a more formal approach to teaching and learning is taken. You can be confident your child will be ready to move onto the next phase of their learning journey with our programme, because we make it our mission to ensure every child thrives in their own unique way.  

Once they have finished our programme, your child will be ready for the next stage of their education journey – whether they move on to Cambridge Primary or another programme. 
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Any questions?
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