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“I would highly recommend Cambridge Global 
Perspectives to other schools. It is engaging, fun 

and encourages learners to develop the skills that 
will help them succeed in life. I believe it’s 

something that all students should do in all 
schools, everywhere.”

Emma-Maria Robertson

Chief Executive and Director, Mayfair Academy, Spain
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Shaping future ready learners with Cambridge
AS & A Level Global Perspectives & Research

Udoka Ogbue, Senior Assessment Manager, Cambridge, UK
Jeremy Ridgeo, Senior School Implementation Manager, North America
17 & 18 June 2025

Strategies and tips for assessment preparation and 
classroom teaching. 
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Perspectives
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What is a perspective?
• a particular attitude towards or way of regarding something; a point of view. 
(Oxford Languages)

What is a Perspective?
• is a coherent world view which is a response to an issue 
• is made up of argument, evidence and assumptions
• may  be influenced by a particular context. 
(AS/A Global Perspectives & Research Syllabus, page 20)

T A S K
T A S K
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What are Global Perspectives?

Exploring a global topic 
through different themes will 
reveal a range of global 
issues, which in turn will help 
learners to identify different 
perspectives.

AS/A Global Perspectives & Research Syllabus, page 14
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What are Global topics?
Global topics are broad potential areas for study. 
Learners can use topics as starting points for identifying issues.

What are Themes?
Themes are approaches to topics or issues, for example culture, 
economics, the environment, ethics, politics, science and technology. 
A specific thematic approach to an issue can help to identify a 
perspective on that issue.
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AS Global Perspectives Themes (examples)
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What makes a good essay question?
Sets up contrasting perspectives, which are:

osupported by available and varied research
ogiven equal consideration 
oactively compared at various points in the essay. 

Three essay titles allowing for a debate with contrasting perspectives:

‘Should countries develop nuclear energy?’
‘Will Artificial Intelligence replace human roles in the future?’
‘Do the benefits of migration outweigh the drawbacks?’
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• Should tourism be restricted?
• What should governments do to improve quality of life for their citizens?
• Is social media beneficial for society?
• Has the ignorance of governments contributed to the lack of online safety for 

todays' youth?
• Do influencers have a positive impact on our society?

Which question is a good essay question? Why?

T A S K
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Asking the right question…
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Which skills does AS/A Global Perspectives & Research develop?

• develops learners’ thinking skills of 
analysis, synthesis and evaluation.

• develops research, reasoning, 
communication and collaboration 
skills.

• develops skills that are 
interdisciplinary and highly transferable 
to other subjects.
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“In other courses I use content to build 
skills. In Cambridge Global Perspectives, 
I use skills to deepen a student’s 
understanding of content ”

• Teacher 

• Ardsley High School, New York, USA,
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Global Perspectives & Research – In Action
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Exploring Perspective(s) – In Action
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Exploring Perspective(s) – In Action
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Exploring Perspective(s) – In Action

Should we continue to develop megacities?

YES! NO!
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Global Issues
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What are Global Issues?  (AS only)
Issues are specific areas within a topic that are suitable as subjects for an essay 
or other piece of work.
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What’s the local / global problem?

local national global

• e.g. Team Project: ‘must be about a local problem with global relevance’
• Start with something familiar and consider issues more widely 

• Global – ‘way in’ to task and parameter for task that gives students more to 
discuss and more sustained, detailed analysis

• Applies to AS only
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Can we use the same topics/issues/questions across 
papers?

Yes

Show 
independent 
working

Same 
topic

Yes 

Show 
independent 
working

Same 
issue Yes, but 

comply with 
requirements 
of task.

Show 
independent 
working

Same 
question

For different 
students

Try to avoid or 
clearly show 
independent 
working

Same 
question
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Principal Examiner tips
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Principal Examiner Report for Teachers (PERT)
• PERTs are available from School Support Hub (9239 / Examination Resources)
• How useful do you find PERTs for teaching and learning?

No. 1 Principal Examiner tip: use PERTs for classroom exercises 

T A S K
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Principal Examiner Tips – Written Exam (Paper 1)
TASK: Use ‘Principal Examiner top tips for students’ to share teaching ideas for class 
discussions.
• Q1 - Read both the docs properly before you answer any of the questions
• Q2 - be aware of different types of evidence which might appear in the Document.
• Q2 - make sure you explain WHY a particular type of evidence is a strength or a 

weakness, comment on how the evidence impacts on the argument.
• Q3 - plan your answer carefully by reading both docs and making notes on 

different components of the argument.  Then find points of comparison or 
difference between the two documents.

• Q3 - make sure you include a clear and reasoned judgement about which 
document is stronger, or if you prefer, a clear statement about why you think 
they are equally strong.

T A S K
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Principal Examiner Tips – Essay (Paper 2)
TASK: Use ‘Principal Examiner top tips for students’ to share teaching ideas for class 
discussions.
1. Research topics to find issues that have global significance. 

The issue you select for essay focus should be contentious in that there are 
contrasting perspectives supported by a range of sources that respond to it.

2. Your essay title must be in the form of a question that sets up a debate. 
The best questions are concise and clear for example ‘Should countries continue to 
develop GM crops?’ 

3. Keep focused on your title question throughout the essay.

4. Plan your essay carefully.
There are ten different aspects for assessment and essays need to address all of 
the skills required. These need to be identified and clearly explained to students.

T
A
S
K

T A S K
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Principal Examiner Tips – Team Project (Paper 3)
TASK: Use ‘Principal Examiner top tips for schools’ to share learning ideas for class discussions.
1. Content of Presentations: Presentations of the team project must be individual. Also, 

candidates should not list their team members' perspectives, as this was a requirement of the 
old syllabus and uses valuable presentation time. 

2. Use of AI: There has been noticeable use of AI in completing components, particularly in 
reflective papers. Centres need to check candidates' work for AI usage before submission.

3. Voice Recordings: Candidates should not speed up their voice recordings to fit within the 10-
minute limit, as this can negatively impact the effectiveness of their presentations and their 
marks.

4. Presentation Length: Centres should avoid encouraging candidates to submit 8-minute 
presentations. Candidates should use the full 10-minute allowance to maximize the scope of 
their presentation. Presentations should not exceed 10 minutes, as solutions presented after the 
time limit may not be credited.

5. Source Evaluation: Sources should be evaluated and synthesized within the body of the 
presentation. Doing this in the reflective paper instead means candidates do not achieve marks 
for it. 

T A S K
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GPR – a milestone towards the AICE diploma
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“Cambridge International A Levels are the 'gold 
standard' qualification.”

Mark Vella, Director of Studies

Auckland Grammar School, New Zealand
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The value of Cambridge International A Level

https://vimeo.com/162677108

https://vimeo.com/162677108
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Paper 4 –research report
• Single A Level 

component 
• Candidates complete 

a research project on 
a topic and question 
of their own choice. 

• The project 
comprises a report of 
up to 5000 words, 
supported by a 
research log.

Learner’s Guide to writing a research report
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Principal Examiner Tips – Research Report (Paper 4)
TASK: Use ‘Principal Examiner top tips for students’ to share teaching ideas for class discussions.

1. Select an issue that is of real personal interest. Students are going to be researching and 
writing about their chosen issue for a significant amount of time.

2. Choose an appropriate research report title. Students and teachers should use the Research 
Proposal form as a basis for dialogue through which the appropriateness of the title question 
can be tested. Does the question set up a debate between contrasting perspectives? Is there 
academic research to support contrasting perspectives? Can the title question be examined 
through different themes (or lenses). 

3. Use the research log to plan. Set both broad research aims and key milestones or objectives. 
Record research notes. Also, students need to reflect on the research decisions they have made 
and detail any changes of direction. The research process can be organic and sometimes 
students will have to change direction or rethink their ideas.

4. Plan your report carefully. There are fifteen different aspects for assessment and reports need 
to address all of the skills required. These need to be identified and clearly explained to 
students.

T A S K
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“It’s about real life. You can relate to that 
everywhere. It’s not about reading a 

textbook and studying that. It’s about how 
you see the world and how it’s constantly 

changing.” 
Cambridge Global Perspectives student

Bangalore International School, India
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Classroom tips
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Global Perspectives & Research – In Action
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Education Brief - Active Learning 

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support-and-training-for-schools/teaching-cambridge-at-your-school/education-briefs-and-animations/
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Global Perspectives & Research – Scheme of Work
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Global Perspectives & Research – Scheme of Work
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Global Perspectives & Research – In Action
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How many themes could we apply to this lesson? 
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Education Brief - Metacognition
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Global Perspectives & Research – Scheme of Work
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Reflective Practice – In Action 
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Generative AI
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AI for increasing educational 
impact

• There are challenges and concerns 
around AI that, with the right support, we 
can navigate and overcome.

• AI has the potential to transform 
education by making learning more 
personalised, efficient and accessible.

• By starting small, using AI to automate 
tasks and focusing on personalised 
learning, teachers can add to their 
students’ educational experiences.

• With the right tools and knowledge, AI 
can become an invaluable resource in 
your teaching toolkit, helping you to 
deliver lessons that are more engaging 
and effective than ever before.

Getting started with AI in the Classroom

https://cambridge-community.org.uk/professional-development/gswaic/#section-Back-to-top-NMumkuIpPU
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AI as a Classroom Tool – In Action
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AI as a Classroom Tool – In Action
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AI as a Classroom Tool – In Action
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AI as a Classroom Tool – In Action
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What about GenAI sources? (1)
Detection is unreliable – need to upskill students in efficient/ ethical use of GenAI

AI Literacy and Skill Development

Critical Thinking

Ethical awareness 
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What about GenAI sources? (2)
Acceptable use of GenAI to carry out research into a topic in preparation, quote 
briefly from AI-generated text within an essay, engage in critical discussion of the 
quotation

Yes

• Initial Research
• Generating 

Search Terms
• Exploring 

Concepts

Yes

• Visual Aids
• Brainstorming
• Learning 

Assistance

No 

• Generating 
Entire Essays

• Plagiarism
• Ignoring 

Feedback
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What about GenAI sources? (3)
Cambridge international submits all 
scripts to Turnitin (i.e. similarity 
check and AI detector)

• Schools can use Turnitin and other 
originality detection software as 
teaching and learning tool

• No issue with resubmission of 
work to Turnitin by Cambridge 
international – results list name, 
date and 100% similarity 

Turnitin And The Debate Over Anti-Plagiarism Software : NPR Ed : NPR

https://www.npr.org/sections/ed/2014/08/25/340112848/turnitin-and-the-high-tech-plagiarism-debate
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Thank you!

Questions?
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Your feedback 

Please let us know your views 
on this session. your feedback with 
us

Scan the QR code and share your 
feedback with us

Thank you!
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