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Going digital: Cambridge planning and progress
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Agenda

• Our approach to digital high stakes
• Product roadmap
• Center readiness
• Early adopter program
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Evidence-driven approach 

User Needs

TechnologyAssessment 
Research

Evidence at every step

Trialing

Piloting

Limited 
Launch

Launch

Apply latest research 
and subject expertise 

Understand opportunities of 
technology and assessment 
application

Understand teaching and 
learning, and users’ experience, 
frustrations, and desires

Initial testing of new digital 
item types and assessment 
constructs 

Whole digital tests with schools in 
the platform to test usability and 
learn and improve

Launch in limited region or 
schools to improve confidence 
ahead of scaling

Widely available, tested and 
valued product
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R&D Per 
Subject

New 
assessment 
construct & item 
development

Extensive 
trialing & 
piloting

Comparability 
& validity 
research

Curriculum 
development; 
platform technology 
development

Syllabus 
publication, 
teaching & 
learning materials

First teach & 
early adopter 
program

First 
Assessment

Proceeding with thought and care
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Developing capabilities to deliver digital assessment

To deliver any single Cambridge-marked assessment on-screen, all of these digital 
capabilities must be developed, integrated and tested, with 24/7 technical support.   

Digital results 
delivery and 
certification

Digital 
assessment 
content

Digital 
candidate 
entries

On-screen 
testing 
platform

Examiner PLUS
Auto-marking and 
moderation 

24/7 live technical & customer support 
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Choosing subjects for near-term digital
Harness benefits of technology 
to enhance assessment

Gain creators 
Understand and address known problems 
with current paper examinations 

Pain relievers 

Subject authentic 
assessment

Accessibility improvements

Improved student 
experience/control

Audio/Video assessment

Separate MCQ/ OMR 
sheets

Essay writing/ 
handwriting

On-screen MCQs in 
Accounting and Economics

Media Studies

Essay-heavy subjects – e.g 
English, English General 

Paper

Computer Science

Modern Foreign Languages
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Product roadmap



Cambridge Schools Conference, June 2025
Future-ready: preparing learners to thrive

Cambridge Schools Conference, June 2025
Future-ready: preparing learners to thrive

2026 2027 2028 2029 2030

ASAL MCQ 
Biology, Chem, 

Physics
First Assess

Product roadmap* 

TBC

TBC

Mixed mode 
delivery paper 

and digital

Digital only

IGCSE MCQ 
Accounting 0452

IGCSE MCQ 
Economics 0455

IGCSE MCQ 
Biology 0610

ASAL MCQ 
Accounting 9706 

AS English General 
Paper8021

AS US History 8101 

ASAL 
Media Studies 9607

 

IGCSE Spanish 
(listening) 0530

ASAL 
Psychology 9990 

AS US Gov 
& Politics 8293

ASAL 
English Lang 9093

IGCSE Computer 
Science 0478

ASAL 
Sociology 9699 

ASAL 
Economics 9708

ASAL Business 
9609

IGCSE
History 0470

ASAL English 
Literature 9695

IGCSE First Lang 
Eng 0500

IGCSE 
Psychology 0266

IGCSE Global 
Perspectives 0457

AS US History 8102 IGCSE French 
0520 

IGCSE Malay 0546 

IGCSE Spanish 
0530

IGCSE
E2L 0510

IGCSE MCQ 
Chemistry 0620

IGCSE MCQ 
Physics 0625

ASAL MCQ 
Economics 9708

ASAL Global 
Perspectives 9239 

IGCSE
Economics 0455 

IGCSE
Business 0264

 

ASAL History 
9489

IGCSE English 
Literature 0475

IGCSE
E2L 0511?

Component numbers
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2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030

GCSE (UK) 
CompSci
First Teach

IGCSE MCQ 
Accounting
First Assess

ASAL 
Media Studies 
Publish syllabus

IGCSE Spanish 
(digital listening)
Publish syllabus

IGCSE MCQ 
Economics
First Assess

IGCSE Computer 
Science

First Teach

IGCSE MCQ 
Biology, 
Chem, 

Physics
First Assess

ASAL MCQ 
Economics & 
Accounting 
First Assess

ASAL MCQ 
Biology, Chem, 

Physics
First Assess

GCSE (UK) 
CompSci
First Assess

AS English 
General Paper

First Assess

AS US History 
First Assess

AS US Govmnt 
& Politics

Publish syllabus

AS US History 
First Teach

ASAL 
Media Studies 

First Assess

IGCSE Spanish 
(listening)

First Assess

GCCE & AL (UK)
Business
First Teach 

GCSE (UK)
English

First Teach 

Digital migration scaling

ASAL 
Psychology 
First Assess

AS US Govmnt 
& Politics
First Assess

ASAL 
Modern Foreign 

Languages
First Assess

ASAL 
English Lang

First Assess

IGCSE 
Computer 
Science 

First Assess

ASAL 
Sociology 
First Assess

ASAL, IGCSE
Economics
First Assess

ASAL, IGCSE
Business
First Assess

ASAL, IGCSE
Sciences
First Assess

ASAL, IGCSE
History

First Assess

ASAL, IGCSE
English Lit
First Assess

OCR Digital Roadmap under review and 
development as part of Curriculum Review

IGCSE
First Lang Eng

First Assess

IGCSE
English as a 
second lang
First Assess

IGCSE 
Psychology 
First Assess

IGCSE and ASAL 
Global 

Perspectives 
First Assess

DHS First Teach 
confirmed and 

approved

DHS First Assess 
confirmed and 

approved

DHS First Assess
Recommended 

timescale

Limited launch
• Digital component
• June 2026 Series
• Early Adopter 

Programme
Centres

• Time zone 2 & 3

Product 
migration from 
paper to digital
• Same assessment 

content

Adding time-
zones & series

• Adding all time-zones
• Adding November Series

Launching new 
digital products

Adding new technical features - RM development and Legacy solutions (with EPT)
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North American AS/A roadmap to digital

English General Paper
(early adopter)

2026

Accounting
Economics
US History to 1877
US History since 1877

2027

Media Studies (digital only)
Psychology
US Gov & Politics (digital only)
Global Perspectives

2028

English Language
Sociology

2029

Economics (all)
Business
English Literature

2030
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Centre readiness
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Successful launch and adoption

Centre EligibilityCustomer engagement 

Ensure customers understand the 
benefits of a move to digital exams 
so they want to take digital exams

Ensure Cambridge schools are 
eligible to take digital exams

Ensure schools are confident and 
prepared to take digital exams 
from an operational perspective

Centre Readiness 
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The digital readiness framework

Hardware Number and speed of devices, type of computers used, future plans for 
computer hardware

Connectivity Reliability of internet connection, future plans for internet & WiFi

Resource Availability of physical space for digital high stakes, IT resource

Student readiness Student digital literacy, whether digital assessments have been taken 
previously

Digital teaching and 
learning

Use of digital in teaching and learning, teachers’ IT skills, future plans 
for digital teaching

Readiness timescale How soon schools think they will be ready for digital high stakes exams

Risks and concerns Perceptions of the benefits and drawbacks of high stakes exams

Digital readiness focus areas

Willingness How likely the school would be to offer digital high stakes exams, 
preference for digital vs paper exams

Willingness 
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Digital readiness engagement results
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Product overview

‘Effective and sophisticated 
ways to monitor the 
examination process to 
maintain the integrity and 
reliability of the exams.’

‘This includes practice test and 
guide on how to use the online 
exam system. strong security 
measures to prevent cheating 
and ensure the integrity of the 
exams. sure need technical 
support and training.’

Technology support: Software to check 
network and device operational eligibility 

Updated advice and guidance: providing 
step by step support for implementing 
digital exams 

Tutorial videos: content to provide 
familiarity on platform tools and activities

Interactive materials: subject agnostic 
practice tests & interactive platform 
walkthrough to build confidence & relieve 
exam anxieties

eLearning Pathway: enables us to 
provide engaging materials to embed 
learning of new practices and platforms.
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Technology support

System review: Software to ensure that the 
devices used for digital exams meet the 
minimum requirements for operating 
software, and browser version.

Network test: Software to ensure that the 
centre’s connectivity can meet the minimum 
requirements for specific syllabus test and 
candidates sitting the test.

Advice & guidance: Centre staff will be 
provided with specific advice and guidance 
on how to download and distribute required 
assessment, as well as to provide optimum 
connectivity during the exam. 
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Updated advice and guidance

Digital exam supplement: 
providing step by step 
support for implementing 
digital exams to match the 
existing exam cycle 
guidance.

Guidance for 
the audience: 
providing a variety of 
support collateral presented 
to schools; these will involve 
documents for schools for 
parents, teachers and senior 
leadership.

Additional support 
documents: 
Documentation will be 
provided for additional 
guidance, regarding 
suggested timeline of 
events, checklist of 
activities, IT support 
documents.

New syllabus updates: 
providing detailed 
information on the updated 
assessment method, 
including changes to 
content and components if 
required.
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Tutorial videos Navigating the platform: to provide initial 
guidance on basic tools and an overview of 
how the platform works.

Exam tools: step by step video guidance on 
how to use the exam tools provided such as 
the calculator and notepad as well as 
resources such as the periodic table.

Invigilator platform: Invigilation can now be 
completed with the assistance of digital 
monitoring of candidate progress; these 
videos will provide all the relevant tips to 
complete the process.
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Interactive materials

Engaging tutorials: step by 
step tutorials that provide a 
guided navigation through the 
actions that audiences will 
need to complete to implement 
digital exams.

Demo Test: a subject agnostic 
test that provides a 
demonstration of all the 
question types that can be 
taken in a digital exam. Users 
can submit answers, but 
responses are not captured. 

Digital SAM: a replica test for 
each subject that provides a 
demonstration of all the 
question types that can be 
taken in a digital exam for that 
subject. Users can submit 
answers, but responses are 
not captured. 

Digital Mock: a replica test for 
each subject that provides a 
digital past paper. Users can 
submit answers and responses 
are captured; responses are 
auto-marked or Cambridge 
examiner marked.
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eLearning Pathway

Using the secure 
exam browser

Preparing your 
centre technology

Administration of 
digital exam

Dealing with 
emergencies

Accessibility features 
and special 

requirements

Administration of 
digital exam

Using the platform
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Product assessment 
cycle:

New eLearning modules 
will support centres 
every step of the way.

Updated digital 
handbook to ensure 
centres can implement a 
digital exam.

Digital mock exam, Digital 
SAMs, and Demo tests will 
provide users with an insight to 
what to expect on exam day

Interactive tutorials will 
show users the tools 
available to complete the 
exam
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The Early Adopter Programme



The Cambridge Early Adopter Programme (EAP) 
develops a partnership between Cambridge and 
its schools to support in the transition to digital 

exams. 

The EAP provides a support package that helps 
teachers and learners familiarise themselves  with 
the digital platform, understands its features and 

learn how to use it effectively. 

Additionally, it provides an opportunity for 
Cambridge to incorporate feedback from 
participants to enhance the digital exam 

development programme.

Early Adopter Programme
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Digital live 2026 scope
Digital assessment content is the same as their paper equivalents 
31 Centres in the Early Adopter Programme (EAP). Admin zone: 2&3 

IGCSE 
Multiple  Choice  Papers  

Candidates  will take  the ir multiple-
choice  components  on –s creen and 

the ir othe r components  on paper

AUTO-MARKED

English 
Genera l Paper

Candidates  will take  both 
components  on-s creen 

EXAMINER MARKED

AS 8021 EGP Paper 1

AS 8021 EGP Paper 2

IGCSE 0610 Biology MCQ *

IGCSE 0620 Chemistry MCQ *

IGCSE 0625 Physics MCQ *

IGCSE 0455 Economics MCQ

IGCSE 0452 Accounting MCQ

* Core and extended

2025/26  EAP Centre  Readines s  key points

Digita l Survey 31/03/25-28/04/25

Survey Evalua tion 01/05/2025

EAP Webinar 15/05/2025

Pla tform Tes ting & Familia ris a tion 01/09/25 - 31/10/25

Digita l Mocks  Booking as s is tance 3/11/25-31/01/26

Digita l Mocks  Check-ins 01/12/25-16/02/26

Entries  Check-ins 15/01/2026

Mocks  Review 02/03/2026

Exam Set-up Check-ins 30/04/2026
For MCQs  we have  25 

Centres  bas ed in Europe, 
MENA, SSA and Pakis tan

EGP we have  6 Centres  a ll 
bas ed in N.America .
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Early Adopter Programme
• 31 centres across Middle East, North Africa, 

Europe, U.S, and Pakistan

• Early adopters test, trial and pilot our digital 
exams development

• Their valued engagement and feedback  
directly influences the future of our digital 
exams.

• Wider testing and trialling approaches with a 
wider selection of schools

'We are aware digital exams are coming 
and being part of Cambridge Early 
Adopter Programme is giving us a head 
start towards our preparation to deliver 
digital exams'
Principal, Lebanon

'We are excited to work with Cambridge 
and see where digital exams go'

Exam Officer, Qatar
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Early Adopter Programme – US Schools
US139 Belleview High School

US184 North Marion High School

UX348 West Port High School

US349 Forest High School

UX883 Vanguard High School

UX959 Lake Weir High School
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Early Adopter Programme – Europe, MENA, Africa
• Bahrain
• Bulgaria
• Czech Republic
• Egypt
• Kenya
• Lebanon
• Palestine
• Pakistan
• Portugal 
• Rwanda
• Saudi Arabia
• Serbia
• Spain
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What do schools need to be confident for 2026?

• Familiarisation in the system

• Offline resilience 

• Secure exam browser

• Digital Handbook supplement

• Accessibility & access arrangements

• Training

• Technical support
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Early Adopter feedback – potential actions

• Teaching & Learning materials and familiarisation are central to successful adoption of digital exams

• Increase in practice tests (URL tests)
• Use of formative testing (RMAM teacher module?)
• Self-service training and support material for familiarisation
• Extended window for digital mocks closer to the start of the June series
• A 'digital hub' where all digital exam content can be accessed

Exam preparation

• Centres are not fully clear on what to do on exam day or with troubleshooting

• Clarity on the requirements and  infrastructure to run Cambridge exams
• Clear guidance on regulations for Cambridge digital exams via digital handbook supplement
• RMAM troubleshooting FAQs and learning modules

Guidance
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Early Adopter feedback – potential actions

• Centres need confidence Cambridge can support exam day technical issues

• Improved support structure for digital mock exams
• Defined and communicated support model for live exams

Support

• Centres need both direction of travel and detailed, practical communication

• Schools are not clear on what is happening beyond MCQs and how they should prepare for Cambridge 
Digital Exams

• Provide information on key capabilities such as offline resilience and the secure exam browser to give 
them confidence

• Provide targeted information for key stakeholders (parents, learners, teachers, admin staff, school 
leaders)

Messaging
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Together, we are building the 
future of digital exams.
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Thank you!



Cambridge Schools Conference, June 2025
Future-ready: preparing learners to thrive

Cambridge Schools Conference, June 2025
Future-ready: preparing learners to thrive

Your feedback 

Please let us know your 
views on this session

Scan the QR code and share 
your feedback with us

Scan the QR code and share your 
feedback with us
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Get in touch!

Chantel.Reynolds@cambridge.org
Justin.Coy@cambridge.org 

mailto:Chantel.Reynolds@cambridge.org
mailto:Justin.Coy@cambridge.org
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