
1  cambridgeinternational.org/recognition

Cambridge IGCSETM 
A guide for universities

Leading universities, further education institutions and employers around the world 
recognise Cambridge IGCSE subjects as evidence of academic achievement and as 
an ‘international passport’ to progression and success.

Key facts
Cambridge IGCSEs are subject-based qualifications, 
usually taken over a two-year period. Assessment takes 
place at the end of the course. Schools worldwide have 
been involved in developing Cambridge IGCSEs. The 
syllabuses are international in outlook but retain a local 
relevance. They have been created specifically for 
international students, avoiding cultural bias. The contexts 
or examples used in syllabuses and exam question papers 
are culturally sensitive in an international context. 
Developed over 30 years ago, these qualifications are 
administered by Cambridge International Education, part 
of the University of Cambridge. In September 2019, Ecctis 
Ltd (then known as UK NARIC) completed an independent 
and objective benchmarking analysis of Cambridge IGCSE 
to the UK education system. Ecctis Ltd found the 
Cambridge IGCSE (A*–G and 9–1) comparable to the 
reformed GCSE.

Flexible subject choices
Cambridge IGCSE offers a flexible curriculum, with a  
choice of over 70 subjects in any combination. Students 
are free to study a wide variety of subjects, enabling  
them to discover their strengths and develop a passion  
for learning.

You can find a full list of subjects and syllabuses at: 
www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-
qualifications/cambridge-upper-secondary/cambridge-
igcse/subjects

Who takes Cambridge IGCSE? 
Cambridge IGCSE is the world’s most popular 
international qualification for 14 to 16 year olds. It is 
taken in over 140 countries and taught by over 4000 
schools worldwide. Schools around the world made over 
900 000 exam entries in 2024/25. Students take 
Cambridge IGCSEs in Years 10 and 11 of the secondary 
school curriculum in the UK.

Why do schools choose Cambridge IGCSE?
Cambridge IGCSE provides the ideal preparation for 
upper secondary education or advanced study 
placement. It helps improve performance by developing 
skills in creative thinking, enquiry and problem solving.
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Develop unique skills 
Cambridge IGCSE develops student knowledge, 
understanding and skills in:

•	 subject content 

•	 applying knowledge and understanding to familiar  
and new situations 

•	 intellectual enquiry 

•	 flexibility and responsiveness to change 

•	 working and communicating in English 

•	 influencing outcomes 

•	 cultural awareness.

Cambridge ICE (International Certificate  
of Education)
Cambridge ICE is a group award for Cambridge IGCSE.  
It allows schools to offer a broad and balanced  
curriculum by recognising the achievements of students 
who pass exams in at least seven Cambridge IGCSE 
subjects. The subjects must be from five different 
curriculum areas, including two different languages.

Grading and assessment
Cambridge IGCSE is reported worldwide on a grade  
scale from A* (highest) to G (minimum required 
performance) or from 9 (highest) to 1 (minimum required 
performance). The syllabus content and assessment are 
identical, regardless of which grading option the school 
chooses. You can find more information at: 
www.cambridgeinternational.org/grading-choice

Assessment takes place at the end of the course.  
It provides different options that best suit students, 
including written and oral exams, coursework and 
practical assessment. This broadens opportunities for 
students to demonstrate their learning, particularly  
when their first language is not English.

Cambridge IGCSE First Language English 
and English as a Second Language
You can find more information on Cambridge IGCSE 
English Language qualifications at:  
www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/682501-
cambridge-igcse-english-language-qualifications-a-
guide-for-universities.pdf
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There are three anchor points where standards are 
benchmarked between the two systems.
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Sample certificate and statement of results
Cambridge IGCSE certificates are evidence of official results from Cambridge. Official Cambridge 
documents also have other hidden security features.

Cambridge IGCSE certificate
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Sample certificate and statement of results continued
Cambridge IGCSE statement of results
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Recognise Cambridge IGCSE
Our online database includes higher education 
institutions worldwide that have provided us with their 
formal acceptance policies for Cambridge qualifications. 
Schools, Cambridge learners and their parents use the 
database to research options before following up with 
universities directly. 

Visit www.cambridgeinternational.org/recognition-
search for more information. 

To add your institutional policy or discuss accepting 
Cambridge qualifications, please contact our Recognition 
team at recognitions@cambridgeinternational.org 

Please note that policies are subject to change.  
Also, some universities or colleges may not yet be listed  
on our database, but still may recognise Cambridge 
qualifications or grant credit. Check with organisations 
directly for the most up-to-date information.

Results verification 
Our secure online student results verification website,  
Direct, allows universities, higher education institutions  
and ministries of education to verify applicants’ Cambridge 
results online.

We can give university admissions office staff access to  
the website so they can view and verify students’ results 
online. This is a free service. 

Visit www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-
qualifications/recognition-and-acceptance/guidance-for-
universities/results-services-for-universities for more 
information about how to access Cambridge results, 
together with frequently asked questions.

To apply for access to the website, complete the online  
form on the ‘Verification of students’ results’ webpage:  
www.cambridgeinternational.org/exam-administration/
results/verification-of-students-results

Cambridge alumni
We aim to prepare students to be ready for the world,  
and we are always thrilled to hear what Cambridge  
learners go on to do next. We would be delighted to  
feature Cambridge alumni from your institution in future 
case studies. Please contact us at  
recognitions@cambridgeinternational.org to find out more.

University showcase
Universities can be considered to feature in publications  
and events for Cambridge learners. If you are interested  
in showcasing your university with Cambridge schools  
and their learners, please contact us at  
recognitions@cambridgeinternational.org to explore further.
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Learn more! For more information, visit www.cambridgeinternational.org/recognition

Resources
Recognition database

Our recognition database is an online 
directory of worldwide institutions that 
have given formal written acceptance 
of Cambridge qualifications, as part  
of their admissions and entry 
requirements. It is regularly updated 

with new recognition statements allowing Cambridge 
students to see where their Cambridge qualifications are 
accepted. The database is the first place for students, 
parents and schools to check whether a particular 
institution would consider an application from a student 
holding Cambridge qualifications. Students then visit the 
university’s own website for more details. 

Cambridge IGCSE policies are listed on our database. 
Add or check yours by following the link from: 
www.cambridgeinternational.org/recognitionsearch

An informative recognition policy on our database can 
really set your university apart. 

Cambridge International Direct
Direct is our online student results 
verification system, which allows 
universities, higher education institutions 
and ministries of education to verify 
applicants’ Cambridge results online.  
To apply for access (free of charge) visit:  

www.cambridgeinternational.org/exam-administration/
results/verification-of-students-results

 
International Admissions Officer Toolkit

For more information about  
Cambridge International Education,  
our qualifications, and resources for 
universities and recognising 
organisations, please refer to our 
International Admissions Officer Toolkit: 

www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/707355-
international-admissions-officer-s-toolkit.pdf
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