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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/01
Reading and Writing

Key messages

e The candidates were generally well-prepared for the examination; their overall performance was good.
Most candidates demonstrated an understanding of the context of various texts and engaged with them
to answer questions.

e Persistent grammatical and spelling errors were evident in the writing exercises.

General comments

In order to do well in this examination candidates need to:

e acquire wider vocabulary, secure spellings and grammatical structures

o read the question carefully to provide a complete answer

e practice reading for meaning to understand the context of the text beyond individual words and to

identify what is not explicitly said but is implicit in the author’s intention.

Comments on specific guestions

Exercise 1 (Questions 1-6)

Questions 1 and 2 were mostly answered correctly. Some weaker candidates could not answer, ‘dg Uch

BT AT @SAT eaT AT,

Question 3 was challenging for many of the candidates. This question assesses higher level comprehension
skills which requires understanding the author’s intention. The answer, ‘dg Teh SallT1dX AT, was missed out
by many candidates.

Question 4 was mostly answered well.

Some incomplete answers were provided by weaker candidates for Question 5.

Question 6 was answered well.

Exercise 2 (Questions 7-15)

Overall performance in the multiple-choice questions was good. Some weaker candidates found Questions
9, 10, 12 and 13 challenging. Some of the answers were invalidated because candidates had ticked two
boxes for their answer. A small number of questions were not answered.

Exercise 3 (Questions 16-19)

The overall performance of candidates was good in this question. Some wrong answers were given for
Question 18 due to not understanding the meaning of ‘@R’ in the question. In Question 19 many
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candidates could not answer, ‘S8 HH & A 33 YT fHIwew giSeaTieid 81’ There are many benefits
for increasing vocabulary and the ability to understand complex ideas and opinions.

Exercise 4

Question 20

Some stronger candidates used their own words to write a succinct summary of the text within the word limit.
Candidates who lifted chunks of material from the text exceeded the word limit. The summary should be

written by organising and sequencing points cohesively leaving out the minor details.

In the last three exercises, the quality of language is assessed separately. Persistent spelling and
grammatical errors were present in some of the weaker answers.

Exercise 5
Question 21

All candidates engaged with the topic well and presented some very practical suggestions to improve the
road condition. The quality of language in weaker scripts lacked the use of paragraphs and included an
inappropriate use of style and register.

Exercise 6
Question 22

The topic, advantages and disadvantages of mixed gender education, engaged the stronger candidates to
write some thoughtful arguments for and against itin a systematic way. It enabled them to fulfil the task with
consistently appropriate register and a very good sense of purpose and audience. Some of the excellent
examples of Exercise 22 were a pleasure to read. Some of the weaker candidates digressed from the topic
and wrote about a lack of equal opportunities for girls in society, gender discrimination, parental pressure to
pass examinations, home schooling, etc. They were unable to fulfil the task succinctly.

Some better scripts included a wide range of language and complex structures. Many weaker candidates
made spelling and grammatical errors even in simple structures.
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elad s & w9 A @4

YuT Paper 0549/01/01
g 3T @

HET T
o ITOFRN qemdt adiem & fOU s g ¥ IR A; 3ART FHIT TeRT Tor ATl A’TAFRr adremet

geddt & W &t & v fafdesr aot & et ¥ 5 &
o O MU H AN AT AR acfeh Fael et wose o

AT fecafort

U O # 30T Yedd e & ol et & angu:

o TUUH AscIdel T YIAWT Y, TIAAT H TEr ddalt 3R AEROT & AT T greld |

o U F LU § UG F HYUT U FH I G

o 3TONT-3T0RT Asel T W TS & TG H 3Th 31T A THST F 33T M| Uod THT T THSTA
3R STeTet AT 3R AT & TR F AT TISC T U AT gl IT ¢ olfiche] of@eh o 3¢axd A fAfed g

RAfdse geat wx fecufort

AT 1 (Ve 1-6)

Fee 1 3R 2 & IR ADRAKR T T FT FAGAR e 95 Tk el faAT Ter qgar ar W
el ¢ dre|

WeeT 3 %% TRENNAT & foIv eldIquT o1l I8 9ol STI-EIT FHSA-HRIST &l Hehelel AT & Toraeh
foT J@s & 3eT FT THASAT HTATF g1 ‘FIfh Ig T Sl AT 3R s RISt 161 ToAsT Thl

wee 4 & USRI 3R T v T |
YT 5 & [T HAGR Gl & 5 R R BT

9o 6 Sl 3aY TET AT
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AT 2 (Ve 7-15)

SgiahedIa YRl 3 THI Jediel 30T AT T FASK GA&NfIIT 9o 9, 10, 12 AR 13 1 FeAldiger
URIT| & IR IAT A QU A0 Fhifh qedG F 3o R 6 AU o S ) FE AU o
QU shaer F& & weEl & R g fGU |

AT 3 (e 16-19)

g 92T H NSt T GHT YT 3T ATl T H YO’ FT 37T o GHST U & $HROT 9T 18 &
fT Fo Ted 3R U w| gt 19 & wF Rl guw 3R, TR FA § FA 33 YA AR
gfteaifg &, w1dt & | erciae A o 3R Sfed fERt 3R oEd i I F TEE H g
Jold ¥ 3H YHR & U & T&r 3R U 7 Tohar|

AT 4
weeT 20

To Tt el J g AT & MoX T 1 Hieted AR foge & foT 3ua el 1 3T
| ToeT geTfiiat & 9Te & el & 37T ST & AT 3dR, 3% 39 3 T Qe A F 30
q| AR foEd FHT UG fI0T T S5 FeF &G @ sFaferd AR 3eghiAa w fowr smen
Bl

31T T 19Tl F, ST Y I[OTAAT T -3 HoAThed [HAT ST &1 FS FHAN 3o H eHMAR
adell AR AT | Jfear ars |

I 5
g%t 21

Tl qlenfat & fawy & 3 avg @ TS 3R FEh & el A Rufd A gurRa & v o sgd
& caTaEIRE FoIa Td U1 o FASN 3t 7 e IRe2T, geds g & AT s & Rere
ST, fasg & e Aol R ASEX A Folr 3nfe anfdAer A

HHITH 6
9T 22

TARIT-ToaT-RieT & omy 3R g1 fawg & ger 3R fuet 3 wew eiial @ sgaftyd ol & 3o
fararelier @ foga & fav ORa | 39 o@t # v & 3e8kT 3R diosh & 31e7ed delr aar o
T 3B THST o 3ETEUT oWe I THT| 3T 22 & FS ATS oW N UGl Ueh Hleicaraeh 3eerd Tl
TS HHAR TETIAT o FATITR leh FAST H oIsfehal o T TR 3aert S el foar-desma, gem
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I R & T ARG & gad, 88 R Ugs 31 & IR 7 fo@n 3 g & fawy & geafod &
H 3raA7y o

$S 3cpse AN & oGl # AEROT-GA, AR #NT 3R ARerse arrg T & 3eRoT AT
¥ F FHAR WY & W g TRt 7 8 ader 3R caeer et afaar
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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/02 English
Paper 2

Key messages

In order to do well in this examination, candidates should:

e Write their answers as clearly as possible so that the meaning can be understood.
e Take care to include all the relevant details in their answers to the questions in Exercise 3.

General comments

Overall, candidates performed quite well in this examination and the full range of ability was observed. Most
candidates attempted all the questions in the paper, but a minority of candidates did not attempt more
challenging or advance questions and left them blank.

For this component, credit is given for communication of the correct information. Answers are not assessed

for accuracy of spelling. However, if language errors change the meaning or the meaning is unclear, the
answer cannot be given credit.

Comments on specific guestions

Exercise 1

Questions 1 -6

The majority of candidates performed reasonably well on this exercise. Questions 1 — 6 require short
answers, and most candidates did fairly well. There were variations in the spelling of some words. Some of

the words are part of basic vocabulary and candidates are expected to be able to spell them correctly. Marks
were awarded if the misspelled word did not change the meaning, but not for answers where it changed the

meaning such as, for example in Question 2, ‘dair ho jayaigi’ &< instead of the 3| ‘dhair ho jayegi’.

Question 1

This was mostly answered correctly. Several candidates wrote ‘champion’. Lots of spelling variations were
present.

Question 2
Most of the candidates answered correctly, but some wrote because of ‘no spare tyre’ and lost the mark.
Question 3

Most of the candidates achieved the mark, but a few candidates wrote because ‘the Supreme court has
taken charge’ and lost the mark.

Question 4

A number of candidates wrote the wrong answer. Instead of hot food they wrote ‘samosa’ or ‘ras mlayee’.
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Question 5
This question was challenging for many candidates. Most of the candidates did not understand or listen to
the question properly and gave the wrong answer. Instead writing ‘Umas’, they wrote the distractor words like
‘storm’ or ‘rain’.
Question 6
Lots of candidates answered correctly despite many variations of ‘tabalaa’.
Question 7
(i) —(viii) Candidates were required to fill in the blank spaces with the appropriate word. There was a
variation of answers in this section, but many candidates picked up the words from the audio
well and answered the question properly and scored the marks. As in the previous section,
accuracy of spelling was a major issue which are changing the meaning or not fitting correctly in
its correct form. There were many variations in the spelling of words and some of the words did
not fit correctly in the sentence.
Questions 8 — 15
These questions were intended to be more challenging. Attention to detail and the use of precise vocabulary
were both required. Some still offered one or two-word answers with insufficient detail which led to marks
being lost.
Question 8
Most of the candidates were able to answer this question correctly.
Question 9
Most of the candidates answered this section well. Stronger candidates chose the correct word from the
audio but still some weaker candidates answered with the wrong word which made the sentence
grammatically wrong and lost the mark.
Question 10
Many candidates understood the question and interpreted the correct answer from the audio, yet some
candidates could not infer the correct type of data for the question and missed the keyword or wrote the
answer in singular form and expectation was to write in plural.
Question 11
This was answered correctly by most of the candidates.
Question 12
Many of the candidates were not able to answer this question correctly.
Question 13
Some of the candidates answered the question correctly and wrote either the exact answer provided in the
mark scheme or a variation of which when pronounced sounded similar. However, the wrong answer was
identified on many occasions.
Question 14

Some of the candidates wrote this answer correctly. Many of the candidates got this question incorrect by
either giving a completely random answer or a grammatically incorrect answer.
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Question 15

Some candidates found this question straightforward and answered the question correctly with the correct
spelling or a variation of which we had accepted from the mark scheme.

Questions 16 — 23

Some of the candidates got Question 16 and 23 correct. Only a few candidates scored higher marks in this
section. The majority of the candidates did not score marks for Question 17, 18, 21 and 22, this shows that
they found this section (Questions 16-23) challenging. It been observed on many occasions candidates
choose the correct answer first, but then change the answer to a wrong option and scored fewer marks.

Summary

Candidates should listen to the recording very carefully and develop techniques and strategies to enable
them to identify and select appropriate details for their answers. There is a need to work on emerging Hindi
vocabulary to access some questions and also to focus on sounds and letters, paying particular attention to
similar-sounding letters. Teachers should also try dictation activities with their candidates regularly in class.
Candidates should gain as much practice as possible at listening exercises or news in class and attempt
past papers under timed conditions. All this would certainly help to raise the overall standard.
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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/02
Paper 2

9y fecquf

58 GU8T & 30T Jeddd el & fav qlenfdar & =ifew:

U 3N JUEHT s o aifer 31T gHST o1 Tl

YT 3 & YAl & IR H T U [AaRor e e &1 & W |

AT Reafor

For TR, 50 Il & gl o Hrhr 3T JedleT fhar 3 3o Aegar H g J@or @ TS|
FrfereRTer qleTiAt o eaTad & Tl weal gl o, ikl fo gl it geldqor ar SeAd
geET @l gl A farar 3R 3¢ @reh oI e

39 9O TE AR F TS W 3F & 1 §1 adel ¥ AT F YR W @AW W Aediwd TG
fomar aram fhe o Ife oo 3R & ersery deet ST AT 3 TWSE A g o 3k AgT G A

RAfse yeat wx oot

I 1
9%l 1-6

31frerTer Tt & 39 39T F Frhr 3T YT [T 9T 1 -6 & fow dféied 3T Fr 3maTemdr
M, 3R TR qlETEA A Fhr sreer Jede fhaT $o el Hoaded F Feerar M gTH ¥ Fo
Yree; JiTer Aeerach @ BEAr § AR Glemidar & 3reT & At & {6 @ 3ehr aden @@ & & fom
Toh| IfE ITad Td=AT aTer s T 31T AGT deoldT df 3 fGU S &, AifeheT 37 3T & fow 787 ST@t 371
o ST AT S o, 36801 & fow 9ot 2 . X & Swelr  ‘fr S8’ ‘& g Swair|

9T 1

SHHT 3R TR TET T 31| g eI A Hizer foram| ackeh 7 sgd AR fAeetame #iegg i
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9% 2

rfereprer oAt & W IR T, AP T A TII I AL gl h HROT IR el foram 3R 31
Irar few

9T 3

JrferRier gt & 3 ured Y T, wfthe fo e fog Gar 6 gl #1E & RIS derd
foar & 3t 9 3% @r 88

ueeT 4
& gOeNfIAT & T IR @I T HST F T R g GAT T @A o]
yed 5

IE 99 S GUTIAT & ToIT IeAlcqoT a1| 3ferenier TRt 9es7 1 &b & FAST FgT 91T AT GoA wlgr
T 3R 96T 3R ¢ T 3AE fous & T W 3eglel W IT AR S ST $The ar Aeq
fora|

9o 6
TG F el T F ddolg FS NIRRT & w3 U
9o 7

(i) — (viii) TRAETEAT pr ReFa T FF 30T o6 & AT 41| 37 WS A IRT H Aoeaaar oA, Afhd Fs
qeTTIIT & TSI & 2leal T 3T aig ¥ FHST 3R 9T &7 F@Er 39X fam 3R 37 ureg fFv| oo
WS &I TE, Tcieil T YEUT Ueh J8T FHeel AT St 371 &l Jeof 6T AT I1 38 T &9 H e &1 & fve
el & TgT ATl el H adelt H 5 MeaAd¥ A AR $o g aFd & T &7 ¥ fohe 7L gUl

9%T 8- 15

q g2 A AT 81 A IR0 R eameT AT IR TEF Aserael F ST HAT Aedl AT
T A HUATT fAaR0T & @A vh AT e F IR R, HEH 3w FA @ vl

9T 8

31ferrer gl 59 wed & T 3 A H T A
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9% 9

Jiftrenrer genfat B 5@ @3 1 I IS e AT AT qlenidA A A & a@gr A o,
ofthel Y 8 Fo FACIR TAENATT A el s & WY IR &1, A ameg Aol §F & Teld
g T 3R 3R FA E AT

9% 10

e TNl & 9ol @ FHST N I & T 3R A e H, WY N o wWerdt g & fav
HET ThR & ST T T AI o161 ol Teh 3N st e &l 3T T AT 3R H Tohadsd & A forg feam
R Fgaaa H for@el T e o)

e 11
3R Tt & sTer I @er e

weeT 12
FS qORTIAT & SH e #T HEN 3N AT T
weeT 13

Fo JUETRIAT o 9T & HE 3R &A1 3R a1 ar 37k Aeter A QU a1w 3R A |@@r forar ar e 3@
5 et & for@r, [SHsr 3TaroT #a W a8 GART o{IdT ATl glelifeh, &g sl W ITeld a8 H
uEdleT H TSI

9T 14

$o GO o 38 99 #T 3R FE fo@r| w5 wRTidat & a1 o QU g & Sekdle IR & ar
SATRIOTh & ¥ ITedd 3 ol 39 U2 &l Tad HX e

9% 15

$o qURTTAt 1 JE g Fer 9 3R Segiel T aciell I1 37 Aofa’ ¥ TR e 70 Beed & &
Y & &I T 3R e

9% 16 — 23

o WSt @ woaT 16 3 23 & W 91| 56 TS & Hdd F© YUETRIGT o 3z 3k ued o)
31frerrer qdenfdat & wee 17, 18, 21 31X 22 & fAU 37 Urcd g1 U, Y gdT Joar & F 378 T8
s (T 16-23) YAIAIOT 1| &S Hlehl W g <@ a7 & b GOyt o ggel TEr IR 2T, et
T 3T T Ield [QAhon ﬁmﬂﬁ'ﬂTWW%W@l
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HRTRT

qdenfdat @ RepifSer A agd €t & goialm aIffe 3iR 30al IRt & fov sugerd Aavol f ggare &
IR TIA A H TeTH Tl F AT Tl R WS RFRAT el amfgw] Fo geal ds ggaa &
fow 33Rc g8 G ererael W F oA T 3mavgehar § AR eafadt AR ERT o ea fed
AT IIRT, TAAT & & TAW €afed arel HaRT W EATT ST AMgT| TAeTepT pr o hedm A Aafaa &9 &
U 3FACERT & R Ao ARGl AR arige| aleTidal ®f well & Folol & 31 a1
FAFRT 7 fATAT TG 1 3cIall NI Hiell AT AR FFEgecy IRIEAfdA & Wod dR g &
Iifgv| I8 a9 AfRTa &7 F g7T A F go F A H|
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elad T & w9 H B

99T Paper 0549/03
& Femwor odiam

AET |3l

o TN TdRniiAt & Trr ATYEIAT ST @A & T, T TR F Tcde T F fov AT e
FT UTele] AT Agedqul 81 T, 2 -3 fete, v ardem, 4 -5 e iR @ arden,
4 -5 TAIC AT & gl dAIfgT|

o T 2, AYY aTdTeT 3R HWT 3, FHET JATT T WRIUX TdElcHs & & IAfad Rar SEr
=gy, o fn Rerr/alets & o geal & @ el & 3R & ve 1R 9w Jid a1 T
HIS THAT caRT Gt alieTer & 9T T AT FHST Hleh 3T 3R S &l Hierel @ &
AW ¥ IRT T 0 TSEd 3T &Y 3MTeheld Tl g grean|

o gl @ 95 gAREd wer wifeT o vy ardieny 3R aHeT ardierT St SRl 7 9 S
aTel 99l RNt 1 3ol T AR HRIcT sgea e & fAU SR 3w Yaie R Al 3efehr
3Tholed HAlh ThIH & 359 TR dF & faT g Tl

o TATT AT H 3T 37F Ued A & fow, Wy & I8 yeiia axer aifer f& 7 s
3R wgar gfaframsit & T 3mcafRia geat & 3[R & Tt H TEIH g1

o AT TANT F UeTsha # AT fawdi § & 7 & & o fawat & anfder fovar s afge:
T v a7 T & 3R v & @S § g @Rl

aeT 1 - SEgfa

el AHEETd: TRl & U s aig & AR ¥; fAffes del & gleniat i 9w gid & 'R A
I gAE A 58 ¥ g a0 fawy fafaey 9 I egioat & #S 3eeior ¥ Sl gt 3 age
Qer 3 TISeTracy § & IR H | 3fResmer qQeniial ganr vy § G6fid saden & URIdaE
ST foRaT 9T ATl o qOETiEET A 39e fURT 3R I B IACATAER F G hFd WA h folw
e AT T TN e T STAAT @S| FAGAR Tt 7 fawar v ags 3R wgordr Hr Far o

aer 2 — v aaiema

v ardtery gfeniiat garT el ST #F FE I ST 9 INURT Toh HaTecHS aTdield gledl
AT 38 T & fav §7F 4 -5 fAsfe § aifer v 3R weqa @l o arger == &1 o || gdemen
Y WY g AL Ot ART, T gt A gUF T F gge F FE I a1t B A 93, FiH
s el garT ggeFd s AfAT g Seef
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Srferepter RIeTeh-ulieTeh IUBT & S8 FT I AT el & 3T &, T o Todeh GLRTIAT a1
T & Goll, TUT 3 ISThA & AU 3ugerd & 3N 78 W IR Scpse TS g7 9o g
gleliteh, Ig WOl hel & Ueh WA ®F A AL G3MM| HH Aol aldTend 3 &, STl Ruaver-odigrhl o A
300 ¥83 v q8, St yrifer 3R aiféer &0 & fawg & o3 gu 9, s adenfdat & e fawy
TR SR, 3781, T 3R T veie et & 3ae el

AET 3 — WA JidaTeg

AT TcTed 3 A & A a vt & afAe fFar Ser =ifge: veh & vl &, qau & @21 4
AT IidTerd & fAU o a1v fawAt &6 s@ Fwor 9fem 7 #er o, vy ardieny i aeel & dger
oTel wifgU| fawat & qft G qroushA H 3uelsy gl

WA didtend #, § &g HHAR R WFAT faw &6 &l ol |1 SFeer 8 vl, & faw aw
ERE Siiael, Tqpel 1 feeTerall, aRaR, a6y @l 3R g 31fe & A@efid g T 99l IGCSE I9gdT &
TR & fav gAfied gAdoT 78 4| 3¢ vh AT &R R @ I o, Sad adendE a@ s
regrarel 3N fAfPeet SATEROT TFAT TR W 396 9ahs fe@e & fov aEdRyds 3 3 & 3T
g1 el aTT| T 3ot el dd g3 S1e QT 1 fawdR qdeh SR & I HaeR fom arm, STl
3 HINT 9T 3796 Uohs fe@T T &, AT I I T T3 HF R Ush TdlelcHs dis & 39T I
Wm@mqﬁwmmwz’n

qeTr FT AT

JfOeRrer RIaTeH-adeTe IGCSE RS gfada smr wemwor gfiem $r 3raegshdnsit & aRf™d ) gemyor
TRET & T TS 30T d A el qeTh A SRt i gRee f@n, e @ dlT-e-aeer S
TALAMT, 3¢ 39 I3 gV fawar &1 Mk gl & v Fgl, GeT & gcdd HET 1 IRTT 3R 3=
AT &TAAT HT G @l B FafRd e & fav gdied 3R Ru| $o glietet o 39+ al=g & &
1 e O Bl ferdm| TEf YRS e & Tge Gl i G dfd & vy @ e gqrr @l
AfQS TRET & IeHT-3T R H THT $S el H IeTshd # QU 7T Afeda & ey A 2|
#9T fleT IT AT S BT AT AT A ST AT| FS T TeTeh o WH ood goded & T # F Feish 30
gi/er & & F U ST T | W U=l ¥ et &l U ddieicas IRTAT Fel T JaIR Aal Hel
HehdT T

Repifser $r aqoraar

el el § Ao 18 Repifer v aquraan et o

AR 3MMehelal H HAleh ThIA 3TH R TR ST e T FA A o6 H 715 M| $o AFel A glemdt
&I fET 9T 3epl H Teold FARINSIA fhT aIT| S8 HROT Y& I HHA SIS ST AT IIoTshdA &

fadelt & ¥ aRE & ure A6 U SR & aRUTH FaET qleT & SArRuT WA HHIOT ShivleT,
aF BT 3T A AT & FAA/IASE FAOT 781 el It A
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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/03_English
Speaking

Key messages

e ltisimportantto adhere to the stipulated timings for each part of the Speaking examination so as to be
fair to all candidates. The timings should be Presentation, 2 — 3 minutes, Topic Conversation, 4 — 5
minutes and General Conversation, 4 —5 minutes.

. Part 2, Topic Conversation and Part 3, General Conversation should be conducted as interactive
conversations, not another presentation or monologues from candidates with a few questions from the
Teacher/examiner. Simply delivering monologues will not provide opportunities to show comprehension
and responsiveness skills and so will disadvantage candidates.

e  Examiners should ensure that questions in both the Topic Conversation and General Conversation offer
candidates plenty of opportunities to express opinions and justifications so as to reach the higher levels
in the Mark Scheme.

e To achieve higher marks in the Conversation sessions, candidates need to demonstrate they can
handle unexpected questions with natural and spontaneous responses.

e  Atleast two topics should be covered in the General Conversation: one from Areas A—B and one from
Areas C-D as set out in the syllabus.

Part 1 — Presentation

The candidates were generally well-prepared for the examination; there was a full range of performance. The
topics heard this year were diverse. There were many examples of interesting presentations where
candidates showed evidence of thorough research and planning. Topic related vocabulary was fluently used
by most candidates. Some candidates showed the ability to use complex sentences to express ideas and
opinions with confidence. Weaker presentations were lacking in depth and spontaneity.

Part 2 — Topic Conversation

The Topic Conversation should be an interactive conversation based onwhat candidates have said in their
presentation. The timing for this part is 4 — 5 minutes to allow deeper discussions on the topic and the
materials presented. Examiners should not ask questions which require candidates to repeat what they have
already said in the Presentation, as this will restrict the range of language that candidates produce.

Most teacher-examiners were confident in conducting this part of the exam, some listened carefully to each
candidate, asking a series of excellent searching questions pitched at a level and depth appropriate to this
syllabus. Although, this did not happen across all the different centres. The most successful conversations
were those where teacher-examiners asked open ended questions that were relevant and logically linked,
which gave candidates opportunities to provide further information, experience, opinions and justifications.

Part 3 — General Conversation

At least two topics should be covered in the General Conversation: one from Areas A and B, the other from
Areas C-D. Topics chosen for the General Conversation should not overlap with the content of Part Two,
Topic Conversation in this Speaking test. A full list of the topics can be found in the syllabus.

In the General Conversation, centres usually covered limited topic areas, mostly from Area A—B, Home life,
school routine, Family, Eating out and Holiday) Many questions were not challenging enough for the level of
IGCSE qualification. They were pitched at a basic level which did not give opportunity to provide extended
responses for candidates to demonstrate their command of wider vocabulary and a variety of structures. The
best performances were where candidates were given opportunities to provide extended responses where
they could exhibit their command of the language, or when they were engaged in meaningful discussions,
expressing and defending their own opinions in an interactive way.
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Conduct of the test

The majority of teacher-examiners were familiar with the requirements of the IGCSE Hindi as a Second
Language Speaking test. The best examples of the Speaking Test were where the examiners introduced the
candidates, explained the three-part composition of the test, asked them to state the title of their chosen
topic, introduced each part of the test and gave ample opportunities to demonstrate the full range of their
ability. Some examiners left it to the candidate to introduce themselves and start their Presentation. It is
recommended that candidates state the title of their presentation before they start. The timing of individual
sections did not always comply with the guidance given in the syllabus. Part three was either too short or too
long. Some of the questions were long statements which could have Yes/No answers. It did not give them an
opportunity to have an interactive discussion.

Recorded sample: quality

The quality of submitted recordings was good.

Application of the mark scheme

The mark scheme was generally well understood and applied correctly. In cases where downward
adjustments to marks were made, this was often where material from the presentation was repeated or the

General Conversation did not comply with the syllabus requirement and so candidates had not presented
new evidence of language/structures.
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