
US admissions timeline
Based on semester start date

This is a general admissions timeline for guidance purposes. Please always check admissions timelines 
with individual universities to make sure you follow their specific requirements.

August September October November December January February March April May June July August

Student actions

1 August
Admissions 

open

1 or 15 
November

Early 
application 
deadlines

January – March
Regular application deadlines depending 

on institution

1 May
Deadline 
to notify 

universities of 
your decision

Late 
August/ 

early 
September
Fall semester 

begins

Finalise your choices and begin 
drafting your application

Register for relevant admissions 
tests you need to take

Complete your application well 
before the relevant deadline

Request that your school complete their sections  
of the application (transcript, recommendation letters, 

school profile) before the relevant deadline

Apply for a visa and attend an interview (if necessary)

Complete applications for scholarships/funding

College admissions

Mid Dec
Early 

application 
and funding 

decisions

March – April
Regular application and 

funding decisions

Rolling admissions
Some universities process applications and provide decisions within a few weeks until all places are full


