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Producing fair assessments

 …validity

 …reliability

 …positive impact on classroom 

practice

 …practicality

VRIP
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IGCSE First Language English Paper 3 Directed Writing & Composition

 Section 2 Composition (25 marks) Candidates 

answer one question from a choice of two 

descriptive and two narrative titles

 This question tests the following writing 

assessment objectives (25 marks) 

 W1 articulate experience and express what is 

thought, felt and imagined 

 W2 sequence facts, ideas and opinions W3 use 

a range of appropriate vocabulary 

 W4 use register appropriate to audience and 

context 

 W5 make accurate use of spelling, punctuation 

and grammar.



Focus on questions  2 to 5

 Task 1, Handout 1: review first 

draft for these questions and 

discuss changes you would 

make. 

 Are the questions accessible and 

clear to all candidates?

 Are they equal in demand?

 Is the choice of vocabulary fair?

 Is there any possible overlap in 

question content?

 Make any edits you agree with 

your partner.
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Focus on questions  2 to 5 (continued)

 The paper progresses through vetting and proofreading 

stages

Now look at the ‘approved for print’ version

 Task 2, Handout 2: review final approved for print version

and note changes. Were any the same as yours? 

Can you work out the rationale for them?



Rationale for changes between first and final 

versions

Reviser and QPEC comments

Question 2: Original and with plenty for candidates to do. This 
should get a good variety of responses but doesn’t quite address A0.

Question 3: Would candidates understand ‘landmark’? They do 
not always understand ‘landscape’ ‘Look at it’ suggests just the 
exterior, which is a bit limiting.

Question 4:  Should be excellent.

Question 5: It might be lost because it was stolen. There is nothing 
wrong with the topic, but it is a little similar.
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Statistical evidence

 Facility – how easy it was for this cohort. Acceptable range 

is .25 to .80

Percentage choosing – how many choose each optional 

question

Correlation – optional questions are correlated with 

performance on the compulsory question to see if the results 

are stable



Task 3 – using statistics

 Task 3: Look  at the finalised questions on Handout 2 and 

consider:

Which questions do you think would be most popular with 

candidates?

Would any be harder or easier for them?
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Facility for each question
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Correlation between optional questions and 

compulsory question
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Task 3 findings

Which question was:

Most popular:    question 2    Least popular:    question 3

Highest facility: questions 2 and 3 but all very comparable 

(most able candidates took these questions)

Lowest facility: question 4 (but less strong candidates took this 

question)

Correlation: correlation figures are high for all four optional 

questions; thus the questions are assessing students’ 

performance in a comparable way

Handout 3 - final version with statistics. Were your ideas 

right?



Task 4

What could you do with these texts in class?



What could you do with this in class? 

Which do you think would gain more marks?



In the classroom

Brainstorm ideas for teaching writing

Pick a range of texts and ask students to decide if narrative, 

descriptive, or both

Provide two short texts for comparison; or compare the base 

text and ask them to expand

Ask students to write their own titles and swap

 ‘Consequences’: pick a title and students write a paragraph, 

fold the page over and pass on. Some  hilarious results!

Students write a paragraph in a chosen genre and pass to 

another student who writes in a different genre. Then read 

out and suggest which genres they are.

Brainstorming ideas for content before writing – joint 

planning.



Thank you
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