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Why? How? Who? 



Who? 
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 ‘…[have] native-like control of two or more languages?’ 

 

 ‘…[have] the ability to use two or more languages 

sufficiently to carry on a limited casual conversation…?’  

     

 ‘…use two or more languages (or dialects) in their everyday 

lives?’  

    

 

Find out from your partner which of the 

following they identify with… 

 

 
(Bloomfield, 1933) 

(Myers-Scotton, 2006) 

(Grosjean, 2010) 
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What do we mean by bilingual? 

 

Based on Skutnabb Kangas, 

1981: 91 

origin 

competence 

function attitudes 
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What do we mean by bilingual? 

 

 



‘Bilingualism is not a static and unitary phenomenon. It is 

shaped in different ways, and it changes depending on a 

variety of historical, cultural, political, economic, environmental, 

linguistic, psychological and other factors. People’s attitudes 

towards bilingualism will also change as the society 

progresses and as our understanding of bilingual speakers’ 

knowledge and skills grows.’ (Li Wei, 2005) 

 

What do we mean by bilingual? 
In summary 

 



…we use the term ‘bilingual’ 

or ‘bilingualism’ to refer to 

individuals or groups who 

routinely use two or more 

languages for communication 

in varying contexts. 

 

What do we mean by bilingual? 
At Cambridge… 

 



 

…we use ‘bilingual education’ to refer to the use of two or 

more languages as mediums of instruction for ‘content’ 

subjects. 

What do we mean by bilingual? 
At Cambridge… 

 

Some non-language subjects 

(e.g science and maths)  

through their first language 

(L1) 

Some non-language subjects  

(e.g history and  geography) 

through a second language 

(L2) 

AND 



Find out about the language profile of your partner’s school:  

 

 Is it a bilingual school or English medium? 

How is the curriculum organised?  

Do the students share the same L1? Do the teachers? 

 

What do we mean by bilingual? 

 

 



Why? 



Why is it important to support bilingual 

learners?  
 

 For many international learners in bilingual education 

programmes or in English medium schools, English is an 

additional language. This can: 

 

• make it hard for learners to understand lessons and exams 

• cause learners and parents to worry about the maintenance 

of their first language 

• affect students motivation   

 



Why is it important to support bilingual 

learners?  
 

  

“Even teachers teaching through the L1 [first 
language] need to think about the fact that language 
is a vehicle for learning as a basic attribute of good 

pedagogy.” 
 

     (Hughes in Mehisto, 2012:96) 

 

  



How? 



How can schools support bilingual  

learners?  
 

 On your table:  

 

Discuss any effective strategies that you use in your 

school/classroom to support bilingual learners. 

Record your ideas on the paper on your table. 



How can schools support bilingual learners?  
 

 
Plan language support into 

subject classes  

Encourage co-operation 

between departments  

Provide a language rich environment using all four 

skills  

Give feedback on 

language as well as 

content 

Think aloud and describe what 

you are doing Adapt resources 

Be aware of ‘social’ versus ‘academic’ language 

Give learners time  

Have a school language policy 



How can schools support bilingual learners?  
 

 
Plan language support into 

subject classes  

Encourage co-operation 

between departments  

Provide a language rich environment using all four 

skills  

Give feedback on 

language as well as 

content 

Think aloud and describe what 

you are doing Adapt resources 

Be aware of ‘social’ versus ‘academic’ language 

Give learners time  

Have a school language policy 



Chadwick 2012:4 

Lesson planning 
 

 



Co-ordination 

 

“Many schools are organised by department and there 
may be little connection or co-operation between 

them. […] It is very common for an English language 
syllabus to be disconnected from the other subjects 

students are required to study in English.” 

  

        

 

        
 

 

  

(Chadwick, 2012:34) 



Integrating 
content and 

English 
language 
classes 

working 
together 

Co-ordination 

 

Becoming better informed 

Working together 



Research 

Publications 

Case studies 

Support for examiners 

Professional Development  

    Qualifications  

 

How is Cambridge supporting bilingual 

learners?  
 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O5mf68BsG-g


How is Cambridge supporting bilingual 

learners?  

 
 

 

http://www.cie.org.uk/cambridge-professional-development/professional-

development-qualifications/ 

Teaching & Learning 

Educational Leadership 

Teaching Bilingual Learners 

Teaching with Digital technologies 
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Thank you! 


