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Introduction

This guide will help school principals, school leaders, and others responsible for the educational programme in a school to
design, develop, implement and evaluate the curriculum where Cambridge programmes and qualifications are followed.
Schools require well-designed and well-supported
curricula to achieve their educational vision and
aims. These aims usually include academic
excellence, fulfilling the potential of every learner
and nurturing the competencies learners need to
succeed in higher education, the world of work and
to lead fulfilled lives.
The guide focuses on the curriculum as a whole. It:
• identifies fundamental principles that we believe
schools need to engage with while they design,
implement and evaluate their curriculum
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• explains our programmes and the support we
offer in detail
• highlights where to find more specific
information
Schools are responsible for their own curriculum;
our role at Cambridge is to support school leaders
make informed decisions. The Cambridge pathway
provides a coherent curriculum structure made up
of four stages – from Primary to Advanced. Each
stage builds on the previous one in a carefully
aligned instructional system. Some schools choose
to adopt the whole Cambridge continuum, others
choose to offer one or two stages, while many
schools combine Cambridge with other national and
international programmes. This guide is relevant to
all of these approaches.
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• considers practices that support these principles
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The principles and practices outlined in this guide are
based on our experience of listening to what schools
want to achieve through their curriculum, and are
informed by research-based best practice.

practices in which it is embedded. Developing the
curriculum involves building school capacity,
structure and operations to support it. This guide
relates to all of these facets of effective schools.

Every school is a unique community with its own
identity and will be at a different stage in its
evolution; some will be starting up while others will
be evaluating where they are with a view to
improving provision and practice. This guide is written
with this fact in mind.

Cambridge has produced two other guides and a
series of resources that complement and further
develop many of the points made in this guide.

Curriculum, pedagogy and assessment are inherently
linked. Hence, this guide focuses on curriculum within
the context of the broader school policies and

3. Other resources in our l teaching and learning
area including education briefs and getting started
with guides.
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