0547 Cambridge IGCSE and International Level 1/Level 2 Certificate Mandarin Chinese

MINIMUM CORE VOCABULARY LIST FOR TOPIC
AREAS A, B&C
(for first examination in June 2017)

January 2015

The Minimum Core Vocabulary List is primarily intended as a guide for teachers to assist in the
planning of schemes of work and preparing candidates for the assessment. Please note that this list
should not be seen as a self-study aid and candidates may need help from their teacher to interpret
some items correctly.

The arrangement is by Hanyu pinyin syllable, with homophones being arranged in order of their tones.

The assessment tasks in Sections 1 and 2 of the Listening and Reading Papers (Papers 1 and 2) and
Role Plays A (Paper 3) and Section 1 of the Writing Paper will be based on the Minimum Core
Vocabulary List. The assessment may contain some unfamiliar vocabulary but this will not be tested.

The Minimum Core Vocabulary List should be used in conjunction with the List of Grammar and
Structures.

The Minimum Core Vocabulary List does not attempt to contain all numerals and ordinals, common
place names, derivatives or compound nouns, if they can be formed by joining words listed in their
literal meanings. Candidates should, however, be expected to be familiar with these.

Revision for 2017

There has been a small revision to the Minimum Core Vocabulary for 2017. The alphabetical list of
Hanyu pinyin syllables has been reviewed to improve consistency in the ordering. Where the same
character has different readings, a pinyin gloss has been added to differentiate how the character may
be used.

A small number of items have been added or removed and these changes are shown in the table
below. The items that have been added are indicated in the Minimum Core Vocabulary by down ruling
and are highlighted in bold.

Items added for 2017
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