
Straight A student Xiao Zhang did so 
well in her Cambridge international 
examinations, she was delighted to 
find that she had the pick of some of 
the world’s best universities.

Xiao Zhang – a student from 
Cambridge Centre Chenghu Foreign 
Languages School, Chenghu, in the 
Sichuan Province of South-Western 
China – scored straight As in all her 
Cambridge International AS/A Level 
subjects: Mathematics, Further 
Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics. Her passion to be a scientist 
has led her across the world to the 
University of Cambridge, where she 
is studying for a degree in Advanced 
Mathematics.

Xiao spoke to CIE about how 
studying the Cambridge International 
Curriculum helped her get into 
Cambridge University, and has 
enabled her to take her first steps on 
her chosen career path.

‘My desire to be a scientist made 
me decide early on to study the 
Cambridge International A Level 
subjects I chose, such as Further 
Maths, Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics. The CIE syllabuses gave me 
a solid background in science, and 
this helped me get into Cambridge. I 
applied to many universities in the UK 
and was delighted to be accepted by 
Cambridge to study my degree course 
of choice. 

Cambridge students at top universities

‘The two-year Cambridge International 
A Level experience helped me to 
develop not only academic skills 
but also various transferable skills. 
Looking back, I found a lot of skills 
that I learnt during the course very 
important for survival at university; 
for example, problem solving, critical 
thinking and time management skills. 
My interpersonal skills improved 
during my school studies, because of 
the emphasis on team discussion and 
practical groups.

‘What I loved about Cambridge 
International A Levels was the 
freedom of choice. Students can 
decide the number and types of 
courses they wish to study, 
according to their interest in the 
subject and their academic strength 
in that subject. 

‘The Cambridge International A 
Level course materials were also 
extremely well-structured and self-
explanatory, facilitating understanding 
and further interest-driven research. 
The examinations were also fairly 
straightforward.’

‘I know that studying Cambridge 
International A Levels gave me 
invaluable preparation for my study 
at the University of Cambridge, 
both in terms of knowledge and 
skills. The International A Level in 
Further Mathematics provided a 
broad coverage of what I could 

expect during the first year of a 
Maths degree at university, and 
allowed me to develop learning 
strategies to understand abstract 
concepts. Physics, Chemistry and 
Biology practicals introduced me to 
experimental methods and gave me 
data analysis skills, essential tools for 
working in the university labs.’

 

Xiao’s Cambridge studies send her across the world


