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The conference breakout sessions offer you the opportunity to explore new ideas, ask questions and 
share best practice. You will have the opportunity to attend four breakout sessions over the two 
conference days. 

You will see below the breakout sessions have been developed to allow you to explore the 
conference theme ‘Learning and achievement for all’ or enable you to gain greater insight into 
Cambridge teaching and learning support. 
 

1. The Cambridge International Approach to Assessment 

This session offers an overview of Cambridge’s assessment philosophy, standards and how our end-
to-end processes and procedures ensure the robust delivery of each examination series, will also 
cover why Cambridge qualifications are recognised by the world’s best universities. 

 
THEME: Learning and achievement for all 

 
 

2. Cambridge Global Perspectives – launching the new skills-based learning programme 
for Primary and Lower Secondary 

 
Our cross curricular skills based Global Perspectives programme at ages 5-14 launches 
internationally in June 2018, after a co-creation pilot involving schools from around the world. This 
innovative new programme is made up of “Challenges”, and two summative Checkpoint tests at 
Stages 6 and 9. Join us in this session as we bring the programmes to life 
 
CAMBRIDGE: Teaching and learning support 

 
 

3. Applying to university with Cambridge International qualifications 

In this session, we will focus on getting in and getting on - how best to support students applying to 
higher education with Cambridge qualifications. With the UK a key destination for many Cambridge 
students, we will look at topics such as how Cambridge qualifications satisfy the recent changes in 
the UK education system as well as meeting English proficiency requirements, predicted grades and 
applying to specialist courses. We will also provide top tips for university applications to other popular 
destinations such as the USA, Europe and MENA. In addition, a representative from a key UAE 
university will describe the application and selection process at their University. This session will be 
particularly relevant to head teachers and university/career advisors in schools. 

CAMBRIDGE: Teaching and learning support 
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4. Developing the Cambridge Learner Attributes 

This session will introduce a new guide that is available to schools on supporting the development of 
the learner attributes. Key ideas and concepts will be described and their consequences explored. 
Participants will have the opportunity to consider how they might use the guide and make 
recommendations to Cambridge for further support. 
 
THEME: Learning and achievement for all 

 
 

5. Developing metacognition in students 

This session will consider the concept and practice of metacognition in learning how to learn, which is 
fundamental to helping students overcome any cognitive barriers to learning. What can schools and 
individual teachers do in practice to make this a reality? And what impact does it have on improving 
student outcomes? This session will help participants answer these questions. 
 
THEME: Learning and achievement for all 

 
 
6. How do I create the right classroom conditions for effective learning? 

Creating the right conditions in the classroom is a simple but powerful tool to enhance learning. In this 
session we will explore practical techniques to ensure that all students are learning effectively. These 
will include making the best use of seating plans and groupings, using effective questioning methods 
to encourage all learners, and how to set appropriate expectations. 
 
THEME: Learning and achievement for all 

 
 

7. Mindmapping: for recall, understanding and creativity 

Harness the power of cognitive science to help your learners make the most of the information they 
encounter. Mindmaps are a practical graphic organisation tool. They can be used to memorise and 
deepen understanding of any subject, plan essays and projects and support creative thinking in the 
classroom. Join us in this session to learn more and take away some practical ideas. 
 
THEME: Learning and achievement for all 

 
 

8. Practical approaches to differentiation 
 

Discover some of the many, quick and simple, differentiated activities you can bring into your 
classroom, to support the progress of learners facing learning differences, difficulties and disabilities. 
In this session we will talk about how to identify strengths and needs, and how to apply some specific 
teaching approaches which will accommodate students’ additional requirements. 
 
THEME: Learning and achievement for all 
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9. Cambridge Standards for school evaluation 

Over the past year, Cambridge has been working with a number of pilot centres to develop a set of 
evaluation standards against which schools can measure themselves for whole-school improvement 
and planning purposes. This session will outline the Cambridge approach to school improvement, 
introducing participants to the standards, how they can be evaluated by key stakeholders, and then 
reported on to senior management. The session is primarily aimed at school leadership. 
 
CAMBRIDGE: Teaching and learning support 

 
 

10. Exploring cultural identity in the classroom 

Cultural identity is a sense of belonging to a particular group or groups. We develop our cultural 
identity in our relationships with family, friends, community, geography, and other social factors. 
Community and belonging are particularly important parts of some cultures’ belief systems. Cultural 
identity is very important for development because it tells us who we are. A strong cultural identity 
contributes to learners’ overall well-being. It gives them a firm base from which to reach out into the 
world and allows them to explore and appreciate cultures that are different from their own. In this 
session we will explore these ideas and invite participants to share how they approach this important 
area in their schools. 
 
THEME: Learning and achievement for all 

 
 

11. Building a positive and healthy culture in schools for teachers and learners 

The culture and happiness of a school can not only be seen but felt. What makes a school positive 
and healthy? Is it the leadership skills of the management team, teaching skills of the educators, 
discipline or the background of pupils studying there? This session will explore the tools and 
strategies to foster an enriching school climate, avoid the energy-sapping negativity and set the 
conditions for a safe, caring and inspiring learning environment. We will look at some simple yet 
powerful ways of empowering all stakeholders to bring out the best in themselves. 

THEME: Learning and achievement for all 
 

12. Understanding and supporting cognition in the classroom 

In this workshop, which follows Keynote 2 in the conference programme, we focus on two particular 
aspects of memory. The first is on identifying children with common short-term memory (sometimes 
specifically called working memory) difficulties, establishing their characteristics, and outlining ways of 
structuring classroom learning to ensure that these differences do not constrain a child’s progress. 
The second focus is on long-term memory and consolidation. We will elaborate on principles of how 
new knowledge structures are formed and identify ways of enhancing the retention and integration of 
new information over the long term. Our aim throughout this workshop is to take principles from 
cognitive psychology and neuroscience and apply them to real learning scenarios. 
 
THEME: Learning and achievement for all 
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13. A CLIL supermarket for formative assessment 

Participants will first explore the concept of formative assessment through a CLIL (content and 
language integrated learning) lens. They will then have the opportunity to examine and discuss high-
impact formative assessment strategies that have been adapted for CLIL, and choose several for 
implementation in their context. 
 
THEME: Learning and achievement for all 

 
 

14. Leading a bilingual school 

This interactive session will trace key planning considerations for those leading schools offering 
bilingual education. Participants will work in groups using a collection of cards summarising key 
considerations in order to decide which ones they would consider taking into account in the short, 
medium and long-term. 
 
THEME: Learning and achievement for all 

 
 

15. Maths for all 

This session will to work on some favourite mathematical problems. Participants can take the 
activities back to school to share with colleagues and students. Come prepared to explore, discuss, 
conjecture and generalise, and discover that everyone can think mathematically. Little prior 
knowledge of mathematics will be required. 
 
THEME: Learning and achievement for all 

 
 

16. Developing 21st Century Learners through Cambridge Global Perspectives  

Hosted by Cambridge University Press 

Universities and employers want 21st Century Learners who can effectively contribute to teamwork 
and are appreciative of people from different countries and cultures, who might have different 
perspectives to their own. This interactive session will focus on how Cambridge Global Perspectives 
enables teachers to develop 21st Century Learners by developing 21st Century skills.  
 
This session will be led by the author of the Cambridge IGCSE and O Level Global Perspectives’ 
coursebook and Approaches to Learning and Teaching in Global Perspectives. During the workshop 
we will share ideas for Global Perspectives lessons that can be used to develop 21st Century skills 
for any global topic. 
 
THEME: Learning and achievement for all 
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17. Building an open school community 

This session will introduce the role of community in helping learners’ understanding and appreciation 
of 21st century skills. The session will take participants on a journey through some examples where 
learners have achieved more by working with the community. We will consider how schools have 
benefited through transformation into places where parents and key stakeholders have worked 
together to impart life skills to learners both in and out of school. Together we will explore and explain 
how such opportunities can be created for purposeful, experiential learning to take place. 

CAMBRIDGE: Teaching and learning support 
 
 

18. Teaching & learning with digital technologies  

Some teachers shy away from using technology in the classroom for fear of breaking equipment or 
simply not knowing how to use technology in lessons, even though they use it for their own purposes 
and know that their teaching and students’ learning might gain some benefit from using it. This 
workshop focuses on when and why you could use technology to enhance effective learning and 
teaching, and as a tool for assessing learning and aiding inclusivity. 
 
THEME: Learning and achievement for all 

 
 

19. Mastery: building the blocks of learning for all 

This session will offer a journey into the world of ‘mastery’. We will ask what does it mean and how 
can it help all students to learn? We will look at some of the key ideas involved in this teaching 
approach so that by the end of this workshop you will have a clearer idea of what mastery is (and is 
not!). Participants will leave with a toolkit of ideas to take away and use. No prior knowledge of 
mastery is required! 
 
THEME: Learning and achievement for all 

 
 

20. Why ask why? 

At Cambridge, we are committed to preparing young people for life and helping them develop 
informed curiosity. Asking questions that help a teacher to understand the progress of all learners is 
an art as well as a science. Why should that matter to us as an international education provider? Why 
should it matter to you as a Cambridge teacher? Why ask why? 

CAMBRIDGE: Teaching and learning support 
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21. Using data at Primary & Lower Secondary 

Cambridge creates assessments that are fully aligned with our curriculum and taken by learners 
worldwide. Therefore, the data from assessments can be used to answer important questions for 
learners (e.g. What are my strengths and weaknesses? What do I need to do to improve?), teachers 
(e.g. How can improve my teaching plan for this term? Next year?), school leaders (e.g. How do we 
compare to other schools? Where would training have the biggest impact) and parents (How can I 
help my son/daughter to make progress?). In this session we will look at the tools that Cambridge 
provides to help use assessment data effectively and discuss how to use these to promote 
achievement for all learners. 
 
CAMBRIDGE: Teaching and learning support 
 

22. Interdependencies - Curriculum, Assessment and Pedagogy  

Successful education systems demonstrate clear alignment between their curriculum programmes, 
assessment models, and approaches to teaching & learning.  This session will explore these aspects 
of education design in some detail, looking in particular at what policy-makers can do to evaluate 
current practice in order to plan for higher-performing primary and secondary sectors. 

CAMBRIDGE: Teaching and learning support 
 
 

23. Improving progression through education systems 

Ensuring coherence between a nation’s curriculum and assessment frameworks is critical in 
understanding how its young people progress through its education system. Too often, however, 
there is a disconnect between these frameworks, such that final student outcomes do not always 
match those that were originally intended.  This session examines how policy-makers can take a 
strategic approach to designing learning progression and how ‘getting students to mastery’, in the key 
subject domains, can be achieved through effective curriculum and assessment alignment. 

CAMBRIDGE: Teaching and learning support 
 
 

 


