
Changes to GCSE grading for schools in England

In 2015, the UK government announced a new grading 
structure for GCSEs for schools in England. It was part of 
the government’s reform to accountability measures for 
state schools. 

Instead of using A*–G grades, future UK GCSE exams 
will be graded 9 to 1, with 9 the top grade. The new 
grading structure will apply to three subjects first – English 
language, English literature and Mathematics – with 
students getting their results in August 2017. Other subjects 
will follow in later years as the new system is embedded.

What does this mean for schools outside the UK 
offering Cambridge IGCSE?

Schools outside the UK offering Cambridge IGCSE are 
unaffected by these changes. Cambridge IGCSE will 
continue to use A*–G grades. 

Cambridge schools have told us, and continue to tell us, 
that they are happy with A*–G grades. For this reason, 
we have no immediate plans to change IGCSE grading 
for schools outside the UK. However, we will continue 
to consult with schools on a regular basis.

What do universities say? 

Universities in the UK and elsewhere continue to 
welcome Cambridge IGCSE with A*–G grades. 
Cambridge IGCSE is the world’s most popular 
international qualification for 14 to 16-year-olds, offered 
in 145 countries. Wales and Northern Ireland have 
decided against 9–1 grades for their GCSE and will 
continue to use A*–G grades. Universities will accept 
thousands of applications each year from students with 
A*–G grades on their IGCSEs or GCSEs. 

For the foreseeable future, most students from England 
will apply to UK universities with a mix of A*–G and 9–1 
grades at GCSE or Cambridge IGCSE.  

Will UK universities treat students with A*–G 
grades differently from students with 9–1 grades? 

No. UK universities have committed to maintaining 
consistent entry requirements across both grading 
systems. Students with 9–1 grades will have no 
advantage over students with A*–G grades. Admissions 
officers at UK universities told us this directly:

‘I am happy to provide any assurance needed that 
those using the current A*–G grading system will not 
be disadvantaged’ University College London (UCL)

‘I can firstly assure you that we will not disadvantage 
students on the A*–G grading’. University of Edinburgh

How do Cambridge IGCSEs compare to GCSEs 
taken in the UK?

Cambridge IGCSEs are accepted by leading universities 
and employers worldwide as evidence of academic 
ability. UK NARIC, the national agency in the UK for the 
recognition and comparison of international qualifications 
and skills, has carried out an independent benchmarking 
study of Cambridge IGCSE and found it to be comparable 
to the standard of UK GCSE.

How does the new grading structure for GCSE in 
England work?

Grade 1 will have the same threshold as Grade G.
Grade 4 will have the same threshold as Grade C.
Grade 7 will have the same threshold as Grade A.

For more information, go to the Ofqual website at 
www.ofqual.gov.uk

What do the changes mean for schools in the UK 
that offer Cambridge IGCSE?

UK independent schools are not subject to government 
accountability measures. They can retain A*–G grading or 
move to 9–1 grading whenever they wish. We will therefore 
offer to UK schools only a selection of Cambridge IGCSE 
syllabuses with 9–1 grades. 

Will the introduction of 9–1 grades for GCSE in England change the way universities 
treat A*–G grades for Cambridge IGCSE? No. We explain why. 

Learn more! Go to www.cie.org.uk/igcserecognition to read more statements from admissions staff.
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