0519 Cambridge IGCSE Japanese

MINIMUM CORE VOCABULARY LIST FOR TOPIC
AREAS A, B&C
(for first examination in November 2015)

August 2013

The Minimum Core Vocabulary List for Core candidates is primarily intended as a guide for
teachers to assist in planning schemes of work and preparing candidates for the
assessment. Please note that this list should not be seen as a self-study aid and candidates
may need help from their teacher to interpret some items correctly.

The assessment tasks in Sections 1 and 2 of the Reading Paper (Paper 2) and Role Plays A
(Paper 3) and Section 1 of the Writing Paper will be based on the following Minimum Core
Vocabulary. The assessment may contain some unfamiliar vocabulary but this will not be
tested.

This list does not attempt to contain all interrogatives, demonstratives, possessives and
pronouns and should be used in conjunction with the List of Grammar and Structures.

Neither does it attempt to contain all compound nouns, if they can be formed by joining
words listed in their literal meanings. Candidates should, however, be expected to be
familiar with these.

In addition, it is expected that candidates will already be familiar with the following:

e Numbers: ordinal and kanji

e Days of the week

¢ Months of the year

e Seasons Z5(K), 22(H),H = (), 5 (%)

e Colours &I (F1), H23V (R, A, < A0 (B), LANB(EWY), B A
e Continents 77,77V %, 3—nr vy

e Points of the compass &7z, x7e, O L, IZL

e Towns, countries and nationalities

e Candidate's own nationality + country of residence

e Candidate's own language(s) + any other language(s) studied
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LIST OF KANA AND KANJI

KANA REQUIREMENT

All students must master the two kana systems — Hiragana and Katakana. It is advised that Romaji
should not be introduced as it will not be used in any of the examinations and often impedes the
learning of the two kana writing systems.

KANJI REQUIREMENT

150 kanji are prescribed for IGCSE.
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