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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
 

 

Cambridge IGCSE® India Studies (0447) 
 

Who designed the syllabus? 

IGCSE  India  Studies  was  created  by  a  partnership  between  schoolteachers  in  India, 
university academics around the world and Cambridge.  The basics were worked out in a 
series of workshops with teachers who gathered in Bangalore, Delhi and Mumbai.   Every 
topic was suggested by the teachers, as was the focus on the contemporary, the idea of a 
research element and an inclusion of Indian in film. 

 
What is the purpose of the ‘Key Issues’ in each Theme/Case Study? 
‘Key Issues for study and examination’ have three purposes: 

 They identify the significant questions around which teaching and learning need to 
focus, and around which the examination questions will be developed. 

 They encourage study through critical enquiry and open debate because the 
syllabus prioritises breadth of understanding. That is why they are framed as open 
questions. 

 They allow teachers maximum use of their professional judgement, giving teachers as 
much autonomy as possible in deciding what they teach their students. 

They need, therefore, to form the core of a Centre’s teaching plan. 
 

Do I need to teach the course in the order given in the syllabus? 

No.  The order in which you teach the course is entirely up to each teacher, but Paper 2 leads 
on from Paper 1 so Paper 2’s Case Studies will make a lot more sense if Paper 1’s broad 
Themes have already been covered.   The Research Portfolio (Paper 3) would best be left 
until the second year of the course when students have a more developed understanding. 

 
How many Themes and Case Studies should I teach? 

All four Themes and all three Case Studies need to be taught.   On Paper 1, only three 
Themes are guaranteed to be tested per paper.  On Paper 2, while each Case Study is tested 
every year, the compulsory problem solving exercise (Section B) can be set on anything. 

 
The syllabus is described as ‘synoptic’. What does this mean? 
This means that the syllabus is a coherent single course, not a series of separate topics. 
Every topic links to some others – because they do in real life. Students need to be aware of 
such connections and influences, and show this in their answers, using examples to support 
arguments.  Material from Themes in Paper 1 can thus be used when answering a relevant 
question in Paper 2, and vice versa. 

 
Support articles on synoptic teaching will be found in India Matters 5 (February 2010) and 
India Matters 6 (April 2010) which are available on Teacher Support 
(https://teachers.cie.org.uk).  

 
Can I teach the syllabus in one year? 
Patterns vary from Centre to Centre, depending on individual circumstances, but several 
Centres do this because they have the time and the teachers to make it possible.  Like all 
IGCSEs, India Studies is designed to be a two-year course and requires the full allocation of 
timetabled lessons for a syllabus of the level (c.170 hours).  Each Theme and Case Study is 
designed to be taught in about half of one term while the Paper 3 Portfolio needs about two-
thirds of one term.  One model for a two-year/six-term course will be found in India Matters 2 
(July 2009), available on Teacher Support (https://teachers.cie.org.uk).  

 
Should I use current events in my teaching? 
Yes.  Specific examples are always required in answers to support arguments being made. 
The syllabus is concerned with contemporary India, defined for the most part as India from 
1989.   Teaching needs to convey the dynamic character of contemporary India, and show 
how/why strategies/policies alter as circumstances change, new governments come to power, 

https://teachers.cie.org.uk/
https://teachers.cie.org.uk/
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etc.  Teachers are encouraged, therefore, to up-date their teaching programme each year so 
it always includes some recent relevant examples. Teachers are also encouraged to use 
current news reports to keep classroom discussion lively as well as informed. 

 
What about using local examples in my teaching? 
Yes, if your Centre is in India. Use of local/regional examples is a very good idea because 
they will aid understanding by broadening the perspective taken.   Local examples can be 
used to exemplify most parts of the syllabus. 

 
Should the course be taught from just an Indian perspective? 

Yes, except for Paper 1 Theme 4 (India and the world) and Paper 2 Case Study 3 (Jammu 
and Kashmir).  Key Issues 2 and 3 of ‘India and the world’ require India’s relations with other 
countries to be studied.  A basic understanding of how and why states such as China, Russia 
and the USA view India as they do will be needed in addition to an understanding of how and 
why India views them as it does. For Case Study 3, the conflict in Jammu and Kashmir 
cannot be grasped fully without understanding the perspectives of Pakistan and the 
international community as well as India. 

 
But what is an ‘Indian perspective’? There are many Indias. Throughout the course, teaching 
and learning needs to pay attention to different perspectives within India. 

 
Should teaching approach Paper 1 and Paper 2 in the same way? 

Broadly yes. A range of teaching approaches is possible, but the syllabus is designed as a 
series of critical enquiries.  All teaching needs as its main focus the development of critical 
understanding, not the accumulation of lots of facts. The syllabus is set out as a series of 
questions, not as a list of content.   The skills of analysis, evaluation and problem-solving 
(AO2) are essential for high marks on all three components. 

 
Knowledge with understanding (AO1) is also common to both papers. Actual examples need 
to be considered throughout the taught course if the Key Issues are to be understood 
properly. In the examinations, arguments need to be supported with hard evidence if the 
case being made is to be effective. Very few questions test factual knowledge directly. 

 
Above all, the syllabus needs to be presented in an open-ended way. The syllabus may only 
start in c.1989, but even that short period demonstrates 

• the tentative/provisional nature of our understanding of the significance of something 
or someone; 

• the importance of change over time in understanding issues/policies; 

• the significant role played by value judgements in perceptions of events and policies. 
In this context, teachers should encourage their students to look for and evaluate alternative 
‘solutions’, and realise why there will often be no ‘right’ answer. 

 
What are the start and end dates of the syllabus? 

Start: The syllabus is concerned with contemporary India, defined in most cases as from 
1989, but two Paper 1 Themes have different start dates: 

• ‘Economic development’ begins in 1991 with the Rao government’s reforms; 

• ‘Social and cultural development’ begins in 1984 with the attack on the Golden 
Temple in Amritsar and the assassination of Indira Gandhi. 

 
End: The syllabus always ends in the present so teachers should always be looking to update 
their classroom materials with some recent and current examples. 
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Should I spend time teaching the period before 1989 as background? 
One lesson at most should be devoted to the background of any Theme or Case Study. This 
is not a syllabus in modern Indian history.   No question will ever assume or require any 
knowledge or understanding of earlier events, personalities or issues. 

 
What is the Pre-Course? 
This is an optional, non-examined short foundation course that Centres might find useful for 
those about to begin IGCSE India Studies. The aim is to give students an over-arching 
introduction to some of the drivers that shape India and some awareness of the significance 
of India in the world.   Five themes are identified in the syllabus, but teachers are free to 
devise their own Pre-Course, perhaps based around topical issues in the news. Teachers 
wishing to use parts of the syllabus’ Pre-Course should consult Pre-Course Teaching Notes, 
tips and activities, available from the Discussion Forum. This identifies possible questions a 
class might consider and readily-available online resources that might be used to 
launch classroom discussion. The Pre-Course should last no more than five lessons. 

 
Does the syllabus include any coursework? 
Yes. Paper 3 (the Research Portfolio) requires students to spend the equivalent of two-thirds 
of a term preparing an Investigation and writing a Report. This should be carried out in a 
single continuous period but, depending on circumstances in each Centre, might be run 
concurrently with teaching for Paper 2.  The Investigation itself is written up in 1 hour under 
controlled conditions. The whole Portfolio is marked by Cambridge. 

 
How can I get in touch with other IGCSE India Studies teachers? 

The syllabus has a Discussion Forum, based on e-mail technology. Posting a message or 
query to the Forum means that it is seen by all group members.   The Forum is thus a 
virtual staff room where teachers can share ideas and resources, their experience and 
expertise. To join, please go to Teacher Support (http://teachers.cie.org.uk). 

 

What support materials are available now? 

• Syllabus 

• Specimen question paper and marking scheme for Paper 1 and Paper 2 

• Generic marking scheme for Paper 3 

• Discussion Forum – location of all training materials & the place to ask questions of 
other teachers 

• India Matters (newsletter published every other month, containing, for example, 
highlighted articles on synoptic teaching, identified visual/textual resources to use in 
class) 

• Resource List can be found on our public website 
(http://www.cie.org.uk/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-igcse-india-studies-
0447/support-material/)  

All may be obtained from Teacher Support – your Centre administrator has an access 
password for the site. 

 
Are there any textbooks written specifically for the IGCSE India Studies syllabus? 
Cambridge University Press India has produced a textbook written specifically 
for the syllabus Paper 1: 

 
Cambridge IGCSE India Studies by Nick Fellows, Nigel Price, Anjali Tyagyi and Mike Wells 
(Cambridge University Press India, 2013, ISBN: 9780521149235). 

 
When are the examinations? 

India Studies is available in the June session only.  The dates of the two examinations will 
be found on Cambridge’s Examination Timetable.  Both examination papers will be sat in 
May while work for Research Portfolio (0447/03) has to be submitted by 30 April. 

 
How are candidates assessed? 
There are two examination papers. Candidates must take both: 
Paper 1: Core Themes – 2 hours – worth 45% of the whole syllabus 
Paper 2:  Case Studies – 1 hour 45 minutes – worth 35% of the whole syllabus 

http://teachers.cie.org.uk/
http://www.cie.org.uk/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-igcse-india-studies-0447/support-material/
http://www.cie.org.uk/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-igcse-india-studies-0447/support-material/
http://education.cambridge.org/uk/subject/humanities/geography/cambridge-igcse-india-studies
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In addition, candidates prepare a Research Portfolio for Paper 3. This is made up of an 
Investigation and a Report. The Investigation is written up in 1 hour under controlled 
conditions and is worth 20% of the whole syllabus. 

 
Apart from the few basic part (a) factual sub-questions, all questions are marked according to 
level of response marking schemes. These place the emphasis on explanation, analysis, 
evaluation and judgement. Please see the specimen papers. 

 
How reliable a guide are the specimen papers? 
The specimens give a very reliable guide to the sort of questions that will be set: questions 
that test, knowledge, understanding and judgement.   Questions will require candidates to 
interpret, analyse and evaluate a problem critically in order to weigh the relative importance of 
a variety of factors and make substantiated judgements. 

 
The specimens are not, however, to be taken literally.  They do not show the only question 
stems, commands and types that will be used, or the precise number of sub-question or the 
specific mark allocation for such questions.  A good syllabus uses a range of question styles 
and avoids a formulaic approach. 

 
Are there different tiers of entry? 
No.  All IGCSE grades (A*–G) are available to all India Studies candidates.  This allows all 
candidates to show and be rewarded fully for their knowledge, understanding and skills. 

 
Do candidates write their answers on the question paper? 
Paper 1: Yes. 
Paper 2: No. Candidates write on separate answer paper/booklets. 

 
Do candidates have any choice of questions in the examinations? 
Paper 1: Yes. Four questions are set, of which three have to be answered. 
Paper 2 Section A: Yes. Two questions are set, of which one has to be answered. 
Paper 2 Section B: No. The problem-solving exercise is compulsory. 

 
Do the examination papers include the use of source material? 
Paper 1: No. 
Paper 2 Section A: No, but see below on stimulus material. 
Paper 2 Section B: Yes, in the accompanying Resources Booklet. For some low-mark 
questions, careful reading of one or more sources provides the answer required.  The 
question will indicate this by using a command such as ‘From Source B, explain …’ 

 
For higher-mark questions, sources will be needed to start an answer off, but the candidate 
must add to this. This requirement will be made clear by use of a command such as ‘From 
Sources A and B and your own knowledge, explain …’ 

 
What  is  the  purpose  of  the  stimulus  material  used  in  some  Paper  2  Section  A 
questions? 
The stimulus material is there to encourage candidates in the examination room to focus on 
the issue of a question in breadth and in consequence, we hope, write more effective 
answers. Various types of material might be used, e.g. a photograph, a cartoon, a graph, a 
set of statistics, a piece of text. None will be needed to answer directly any specific question 
or sub-question. No question will ever require stimulus material to be interpreted or 
evaluated. All questions will be answerable fully without using the stimulus at all. 

 
Is it acceptable for students to write their answers as bullet points? 
No. All answers must be written in continuous prose. 

 
May students take dictionaries into the examinations? 
No. 

 
I have candidates who are not First Language English speakers.   Does examination 
marking disadvantage them? 
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Most India Studies candidates are not First Language English speakers so examiners are 
experienced in assessing the work of candidates whose English is not always perfect.  They 
are instructed to be sensitive to the interpretation of what has been written, and to give the 
benefit of any doubt to the candidate.  No marks are given for spelling, grammar, expression 
or any other literary or linguistic criterion. 

 

In fact, most candidates have no trouble making themselves understood. For a minority, 
however, weaknesses in their English prevent them being able to express their answers as 
effectively as possible. They may not understand the questions with the necessary precision. 
In such cases, what they have to say is weakened by their ability to express what it is they 
wish to say. This will depress their marks. It must be stressed, however, that they are being 
assessed on their understanding of India, not their English. 

 
What is Paper 3? 

Paper 3 is the Research Portfolio.  Each candidate selects from Cambridge’s list the 
question that they would like to investigate.  She/he then plans their research, carries it out, 
reflects on their own project and, finally, writes it up.  Children learn so much better when they 
are involved in their learning and have a sense of ownership over their work. 

 
The Portfolio has two parts: the Investigation and the Report. Candidates will need regular 
access to the internet. All written work at every stage must be carried out under the direct 
supervision of a teacher and collected in at the end of every lesson/library session. The 
Portfolio is externally marked by Cambridge. For further details, please see the syllabus. 

 
What is the difference between the Investigation and the Report? 

The Investigation is the research essay that examines the chosen question.  The Report sets 
out the research plan and contains the bibliography, but its prime purpose (reflected in the 
weighting of marks) is to reflect on the research project. 

 
How much time should be given to Paper 3? 

An integral part of the course carrying 20% of the marks, the Portfolio should take India 
Studies’ classroom time for around two-thirds of one term.   The work could be carried out 
either in one block using all classroom time for that period or be undertaken as a parallel 
activity sharing classroom time while parts of the Paper 2 syllabus are being taught. 

 
What format is required for the Portfolio? 

The Investigation is word processed or hand written under teacher supervision and is limited 
by the 1 hour allowed for that task.   The Report is word processed by the candidate just 
before the Investigation is written and is limited to 500 words, excluding only the bibliography. 
For both parts, candidates may have full access to their notes and books.  For further details, 
including details of requirements for font size and margins, please see the syllabus. 

 
When should Paper 3 be undertaken? 

The Portfolio should be undertaken during the second year of the course because candidates 
will be more mature intellectually and have a core base of understanding from Paper 1. 

 
What is the teacher’s role when the Research Portfolio is being prepared? 
The teacher takes on the role of a supervisor.   Cambridge expects candidates to work 
under the continuing guidance and supervision of their teacher(s).  Guidance on the role of 
the teacher is set out in an appendix in the syllabus. 

 
What are the questions for Paper 3? 

Three questions are set for the Portfolio, of which each candidate picks one.  Questions are 
published one year ahead and change every year. Questions examine aspects of 
contemporary India not covered by the taught course.  One always considers ways in which 
film represents/interprets modern India. Questions are developed in discussion between 
syllabus teachers and Cambridge via the Discussion Forum (see below). 
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What if parents are not happy about their children watching films? 
The use of film has been discussed by several Pilot Group schools. For the optional Research 
Portfolio question on India in Film, what should happen if any parents (a) would not allow 
DVDs to be watched at home? or (b) do not want their child to watch films? 

 
Senior management in these schools considered these possible problems and decided that in 
scenario (a) they would show students DVDs at school. No films are prescribed for study and 
Cambridge will already have chosen with care any film identified as a possible exemplar 
piece for study by students aged 15–16 years old, but the school itself will itself also check 
any film(s) to be used and may decide to edit parts out. 

 
In the case of (b), senior managements decided that they were happy to go ahead with Paper 
3 on the basis that the candidate(s) concerned would have a choice of two topics and 
questions for their Research Portfolio, not three. 

 
How do I suggest new questions for Paper 3 (Research Portfolio)? 

Teachers are encouraged to post ideas for topics or specific questions on the Discussion 
Forum and to join in discussion on their suitability.   The syllabus was developed in 
partnership between teachers and Cambridge, and we are keen to keep this cooperative 
dimension alive. 

 
We need regular suggestions as three new questions are required each year. Questions 
should relate to contemporary India and not duplicate issues covered by the examination 
syllabus or topics already used on Paper 3 in previous years. 

 
Does India Studies count towards the ICE Group Award? 

Yes. As a full Cambridge IGCSE, India Studies counts towards the Cambridge International 
Certificate of Education (ICE). India Studies is in Group II (Humanities and Social Sciences). 


