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Why choose Cambridge International?

Cambridge International prepares school students for life, helping them develop an informed curiosity and a
lasting passion for learning. We are part of the University of Cambridge.

Our Cambridge Pathway gives students a clear path for educational success from age 5 to 19. Schools can
shape the curriculum around how they want students to learn — with a wide range of subjects and flexible ways
to offer them. It helps students discover new abilities and a wider world, and gives them the skills they need for
life, so they can achieve at school, university and work.

Our programmes and qualifications set the global standard for international education. They are created by
subject experts, are rooted in academic rigour and reflect the latest educational research. They provide a
strong platform for learners to progress from one stage to the next, and are well supported by teaching and
learning resources. Learn more about our research at www.cambridgeassessment.org.uk/our-research/

We believe education works best when curriculum, teaching, learning and assessment are closely aligned.
Our programmes develop deep knowledge, conceptual understanding and higher-order thinking skills, to
prepare students for their future. Together with schools, we develop Cambridge learners who are confident,
responsible, reflective, innovative and engaged — equipped for success in the modern world.

Every year, nearly a million Cambridge students from 10000 schools in 160 countries prepare for their future
with the Cambridge Pathway.

School feedback: ‘We think the Cambridge curriculum is superb preparation for university.’

Feedback from: Christoph Guttentag, Dean of Undergraduate Admissions, Duke University, USA

Quality management @

Cambridge International is committed to providing exceptional quality. In line with this commitment, our
quality management system for the provision of international education programmes and qualifications
for students aged 5 to 19 is independently certified as meeting the internationally recognised standard,
ISO 9001:2015. Learn more at www.cambridgeinternational.org/about-us/our-standards/

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment May 2024
Cambridge Assessment International Education is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment. Cambridge University Press &
Assessment is a department of the University of Cambridge.

Cambridge University Press & Assessment retains the copyright on all its publications. Registered centres are permitted to copy
material from this booklet for their own internal use. However, we cannot give permission to centres to photocopy any material that is
acknowledged to a third party even for internal use within a centre.
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Cambridge IGCSE Sanskrit 0499 syllabus for 2026 and 2027.

1 Why choose this syllabus?

Key benefits

Cambridge IGCSE is the world’s most popular international
qualification for 14 to 16 year olds, although it can be taken by 5

students of other ages. It is tried, tested and trusted.
> o
5 %
=) . o
| Cambridge ¢ 5

learner
language and be better equipped to compare the structure

of Sanskrit with those of other languages. The syllabus also

encourages students to develop an appreciation of literature, in terms of content as well as philosophical,
cultural, social and historical contexts.

Students can choose from 70 subjects in any combination — it is
taught by over 5000 schools in 150 countries.

Our programmes promote a thorough knowledge and
understanding of a subject and help to develop the skills
learners need for their next steps in education or employment.

Cambridge IGCSE Sanskrit provides students with the
opportunity to develop an analytical approach to learning

Study of Sanskrit verse and prose literature in its cultural and linguistic context receives the same emphasis as
the study of the Sanskrit language.

Students have the opportunity to develop:

e skills in translation
e an appreciation of literature which forms some of the foundations of Eastern traditions

e aninterest in and enthusiasm for learning about the past and how this informs an understanding of the
future

o the ability to use evidence to present clear and logical arguments.

School feedback: ‘The strength of Cambridge IGCSE qualifications is internationally
recognised and has provided an international pathway for our students to continue their studies
around the world.’

Feedback from: Gary Tan, Head of Schools and CEO, Raffles Group of Schools, Indonesia

Back to contents page www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse 4



Cambridge IGCSE Sanskrit 0499 syllabus for 2026 and 2027. Why choose this syllabus?

International recognition and acceptance

Our expertise in curriculum, teaching and learning, and assessment is the basis for the recognition of our
programmes and qualifications around the world. The combination of knowledge and skills in Cambridge
IGCSE Sanskrit gives learners a solid foundation for further study. Candidates who achieve grades A* to C are
well prepared to follow a wide range of courses including Cambridge International AS & A Level.

Cambridge IGCSEs are accepted and valued by leading universities and employers around the world as
evidence of academic achievement. Cambridge students can be confident that their qualifications will be
understood and valued throughout their education and career, in their home country and internationally.
Many universities require a combination of Cambridge International AS & A Levels and Cambridge IGCSEs or
equivalent to meet their entry requirements.

UK ENIC, the national agency in the UK for the recognition and comparison of international qualifications and
skills, has carried out an independent benchmarking study of Cambridge IGCSE and found it to be comparable
to the standard of the GCSE in the UK. This means students can be confident that their Cambridge IGCSE
qualifications are accepted as equivalent to UK GCSEs by leading universities worldwide.

Learn more at www.cambridgeinternational.org/recognition

School feedback: ‘Cambridge IGCSE is one of the most sought-after and recognised
qualifications in the world. It is very popular in Egypt because it provides the perfect
preparation for success at advanced level programmes.’

Feedback from: Managing Director of British School of Egypt BSE

Back to contents page www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse 5



Cambridge IGCSE Sanskrit 0499 syllabus for 2026 and 2027. Why choose this syllabus?

Supporting teachers

We believe education is most effective when curriculum, teaching and learning, and assessment are closely
aligned. We provide a wide range of resources, detailed guidance, innovative training and targeted professional
development so that you can give your students the best possible preparation for Cambridge IGCSE. To find
out which resources are available for each syllabus go to our School Support Hub.

The School Support Hub is our secure online site for Cambridge teachers where you can find the resources
you need to deliver our programmes. You can also keep up to date with your subject and the global Cambridge

community through our online discussion forums.

Find out more at www.cambridgeinternational.org/support

Support for Cambridge IGCSE

Planning and Teaching and Learning and revision | Results

preparation assessment e Example candidate ¢ Candidate Results

e Syllabuses e Endorsed resources responses Service

e Schemes of work e  Online forums e Past papers and e Principal examiner

e Specimen Question e Support for mark schemes reports for teachers
Papers and Mark coursework e Specimen paper e Results Analysis
Schemes and speaking answers

e Teacher guides components

Sign up for email notifications about changes to syllabuses, including new and revised products and services,
at www.cambridgeinternational.org/syllabusupdates

Syllabuses and specimen materials represent the final authority on the content and structure of all of our
assessments.

Professional development

Find the next step on your professional development journey.
¢ Introductory Professional Development — An introduction to Cambridge programmes and qualifications.

e Extension Professional Development — Develop your understanding of Cambridge programmes and
qualifications to build confidence in your delivery.

e Enrichment Professional Development — Transform your approach to teaching with our Enrichment
workshops.

e Cambridge Professional Development Qualifications (PDQs) — Practice-based programmes that transform
professional learning for practising teachers. Available at Certificate and Diploma level.

Find out more at:
www.cambridgeinternational.org/support-and-training-for-schools/professional-development/

Supporting exams officers @

We provide comprehensive support and guidance for all Cambridge exams officers.
Find out more at: www.cambridgeinternational.org/eoguide

Back to contents page www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse 6



Cambridge IGCSE Sanskrit 0499 syllabus for 2026 and 2027.

2 Syllabus overview

Aims
The purpose of a Cambridge IGCSE in Sanskrit is to provide an understanding of the Sanskrit language and

some of its literature. Students will learn a range of vocabulary in both devanagari and its corresponding
transliterated form.

The aims are to enable students to develop:

¢ anunderstanding of the Sanskrit language and an ability to read and write devanagari script
e the ability to read, understand, appreciate and respond to Sanskrit literature

e an understanding of some of the aspects of Sanskrit epic civilisation

e an appreciation of a different time and culture

e an understanding of a range of philosophical, ethical, linguistic and social issues.

Content overview

The Cambridge IGCSE Sanskrit syllabus requires learners to show their knowledge and understanding of both
Sanskrit language and literature. They are required to show knowledge of Sanskrit vocabulary and grammar,
and to translate both from Sanskrit and into Sanskrit. Learners study prose and verse in its philosophical, social
and cultural context. They also study the civilisation that is portrayed through the Sanskrit epics. It is assumed
that learners first learn to read and write the Devanagari script and its standard transliteration. Transliteration
means writing the Devanagari script with the Roman script according to internationally accepted standard
conventions.

Cambridge Assessment International Education is an education organisation and politically @
neutral. The contents of this syllabus, examination papers and associated materials do not endorse
any political view. We endeavour to treat all aspects of the exam process neutrally.

Back to contents page www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse 7



Cambridge IGCSE Sanskrit 0499 syllabus for 2026 and 2027. Syllabus overview

Assessment overview

All candidates take two components. Candidates will be eligible for grades A" to G.

All candidates take:

Paper 1 1 hours 30 minutes
Language 50%
90 marks

Comprehension including use of sandhi rules

Translation: Sanskrit to English, English to
Sanskrit

Externally assessed

and:

Paper 2 1 hours 30 minutes
Literature and Epic Civilisation 50%
90 marks

Set texts (prose and verse) and Sanskrit Epic
Civilisation
Externally assessed

In both papers candidates are awarded marks for correct construal of translation. These are shown in the mark

schemes.

Information on availability is in the Before you start section.

Back to contents page

www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse
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Cambridge IGCSE Sanskrit 0499 syllabus for 2026 and 2027. Syllabus overview

Assessment objectives

The assessment objectives (AOs) are:

AO1 Linguistic knowledge and understanding
Candidates should be able to:

e read and write standard devanagari and transliterated scripts

e translate unseen phrases or whole passages of Sanskrit, written with or without sandhi, into English
e understand unseen passages of Sanskrit written with or without sandhi

e translate English into Sanskrit taking account of Sanskrit word order

e apply the laws of sandhi (euphonic combinations) in a Sanskrit passage.

AO2 Literary knowledge with understanding

Candidates should be able to:

e show knowledge and understanding of relevant details from a prescribed text, including Sanskrit Epic
Civilisation

e select and explain relevant details from a prescribed text

e explain meanings and references, including those relating to Epic Civilisation

e translate a section of a prescribed text.

AQS Literary appreciation with personal response
Candidates should be able to:

e give a reasoned personal response to the prescribed texts
e show an understanding of the philosophical and social issues in Sanskrit Epic Civilisation.

Back to contents page www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse 9
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Cambridge IGCSE Sanskrit 0499 syllabus for 2026 and 2027. Syllabus overview

Weighting for assessment objectives

The approximate weightings allocated to each of the assessment objectives (AOs) are summarised below.

Assessment objectives as a percentage of the qualification

Assessment objective Weighting in IGCSE %
AO1 Linguistic knowledge and understanding 50
AO2 Literary knowledge with understanding 40
AQ3 Literary appreciation with personal response 10
Total 100

Assessment objectives as a percentage of each component

Assessment objective Weighting in components %
Paper 1 Paper 2
AO1 Linguistic knowledge and understanding 100 0
AQO2 Literary knowledge with understanding 0 75
AQBS Literary appreciation with personal response 0 25
Total 100 100

www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse
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Cambridge IGCSE Sanskrit 0499 syllabus for 2026 and 2027.

3 Subject content

This syllabus gives you the flexibility to design a course that will interest, challenge and engage your learners.
Where appropriate you are responsible for selecting resources and examples to support your learners’

study. These should be appropriate for the learners’ age, cultural background and learning context as well as
complying with your school policies and local legal requirements.

Paper 1 — Language

Learners must study the following key areas of the Sanskrit language.

Lexicology — Vocabulary List

All words in the Sanskrit vocabulary list are organised according to the Sanskrit alphabet.
A detailed vocabulary list is available at www.sanskritexams.org.uk and in section 5: Appendix Vocabulary
List.

Grammar

This table covers the different types of morphology required for Cambridge IGCSE Sanskrit.
Learners should study and be able to identify and correctly apply:

Nouns The use of all eight noun endings, viz. nominative, vocative, accusative, instrumental,
dative, ablative, genitive and locative, in the singular, dual and plural.

The declensions of nouns ending in vowels: I/, JaT, T (or STHH), 7, 7%, 7T,
1 (+ TG, ¥ and Hq).

The declension of nouns ending in consonants: AT, T, FH, AE, T,

HHH (masculine), J&d.

Candidates must be able to apply these endings to nouns which follow these paradigms.

Adjectives In addition to the declensions of adjectives which have endings like the nouns above, the
declensions of adjectives which have endings like = (masculing) and ¥Hd (masculine
and feminine).

Adverbs As listed in the set vocabulary.

Pronouns The declensions of @d (masculine, feminine and neuter) and an ability to apply
similar endings to T4, 9, and ¥%. The declensions of I and @A e and substitutes
(e.g. & am =, & At =:). The declensions of 28X (masculine, feminine and neuter).

Verbs The conjugations of wafa, #fa, and T4 in the present 3¢), past (&2.), future (F),
optative (fafafes) and perfect (fe ); 2nd person singular and plural imperative forms for
verbs which have endings like ¥@f; 3rd person singular imperative forms for verbs like

Candidates must be able to apply these endings to verbs which follow these paradigms.
The conjugation of #f&T (present), and AR (past).

Back to contents page www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse 11



Cambridge IGCSE Sanskrit 0499 syllabus for 2026 and 2027. Subject content

Prepositions Common 9 ls: W, %9, T, %@, 7\, gm, fa, f7, afa, ufq g 33 ufy

gfa, afy, 3w, o
Numerals As listed in the set vocabulary.
Root Knowledge of the following roots in the following forms:
Development active, passive, future (%) and perfect (fx2), all in the 3rd person singular; infinitive, F

(a7, etc.) and —, -aT.
Ist o, W, @, W W, Y B, W, 9, W, W&, W, & T4, F

2nd 9
3rd @T
4h A\
5th o™, I
6th U=, &
th YR
8th &
9th =T
10th =y, ®

In addition, learners should be able to identify and correctly apply:

Nominal Agreement of adjective with noun.

constructions  The use of ® with the third case ending (e.g. JHIT H&).
The use of @&t with the fourth case ending (e.g. THT % aaTHT).
The use of THI with the sixth case ending (e.g. TH&T FHM).

The use of the sixth case ending to show possession (e.g. TH& g&wHET — Rama has a
book).

Regular and special use of cases.

Verbal The use of a =T gerund (e.g. TrET) and its change to a o (e.g. AWt after a prefix).
constructions  The use of past passive participles ending in = (e.g. ).

Passive verbs.

d4d past participle active (e.g. FAAT).

Infinitives.

Present participles including locative absolute (&fd HwHT).

Sentence Basic Sanskrit word order (i.e. verb comes at the end).
structures The use of 3fd after direct speech.

Complementary sentences (HeT/ d&T, etc.).

Indefinites (ff=Id, FatfT, F==, etc)).

THWE system (compounds).

Hf*1 (Sandhi) and its application.

Back to contents page www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse 12



Cambridge IGCSE Sanskrit 0499 syllabus for 2026 and 2027. Subject content

Paper 2 — Literature and Epic Civilisation

There are four different prescribed texts (1-4), which must all be studied for assessments in 2025.

These texts are available at www.sanskritexams.org.uk

1 Verse — Bhagavad Gita:

Twenty verses chosen from eleven chapters of Sfimadbhagavadgita (the Bhagavad Gita), translated by
Swami Chidbhavananda, published by Sri Ramakrishna Tapovanam, Tirupparaithurai, 2002 (later editions
are available).

Chapter Verse

1 14, 39

3 43

4 38

5 20, 25

6 29, 30

8 18, 22
10 5, 11,33
12 12

13 13, 17, 22
17 15, 16
18 47

2 Sanskrit Prose

Six stories adapted from the Mahabharata, not in sandhi.
Details are provided in the Appendix of this syllabus.

Total lines Sanskrit prose

10 A strange wife

10 The fisherman king's daughter

9 Bhisma's vow

9 A deer curses Pandu

12 Parasurama discovers Karna's lie.

14 Drona's son tries to destroy the child in Uttara's womb

Back to contents page www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse 13



Cambridge IGCSE Sanskrit 0499 syllabus for 2026 and 2027. Subject content

3 Sanskrit Epic Civilisation

Details for the Epic Civilisation Literature can be found at www.sanskritexams.org.uk. The Epic Civilisation
course introduces students to the cultural and philosophical background to the Sanskrit Epics.

Unit Theme

1 Basic metaphysical teaching
2 The Cosmos

3 Important Texts

4 Divine Beings

5 Human life and its purpose

4 Prose — Pancatantra

Six prose selections from ‘Pafncatantra of Visnusarman’ by C R Lanman, published by Motilal Banarsidass
Private Ltd., New Delhi, 2008.

Line reference Prose Page

1to2 The weighing scales and the merchant’s son 88
(asti kasminscid adhisthane ... vyacintayat)

7to 16 The weighing scales and the merchant’s son 88
(tasya grhe ... snanopakaranam adaya iti)

211028 The weighing scales and the merchant’s son 88
(athasau ... darakena)

1 (prayojanam) 89

2810 30 The lion, the jackal, and the cave 168

(kasminscid vanodese ... nanam etasyam)

1t019 The lion, the jackal, and the cave 169
(guhayamratrau ... me sruta)

71023 The snake and the frogs 173
(skandhenapi ... vahanartham agato’smi)

Back to contents page www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse 14



Cambridge IGCSE Sanskrit 0499 syllabus for 2026 and 2027.

4 Details of the assessment

Paper 1 — Language
Written paper, 1 hour 30 minutes, 90 marks
Candidates must answer all questions.

Paper 1 will have four questions. There will be two comprehension style questions and two translations.

Candidates will answer comprehension questions on two unseen passages of Sanskrit prose. One unseen
passage will not use sandhi while the other passage will assess candidates’ ability to understand sandhi. In
addition, one question on the first passage will require candidates to put some Sanskrit into sandhi.

Candidates will translate into English an unseen passage of Sanskrit prose in three sections which will vary in
complexity. The first section, not in sandhi, will require translation of particular words. The second section will
not use sandhi and the third will use sandhi. The translation passage will total approximately 80 words in length.
Candidates will also translate 3 to 4 sentences from English into Sanskrit.

Any words used in the unseen texts which are not stated in the glossary (See Appendix: Vocabulary List) will be
glossed at the end of the passage.

Paper 2 — Literature and Epic Civilisation

Written paper, 1 hour 30 minutes, 90 marks
Candidates must answer all questions.

Paper 2 will be based on the prescribed set texts. Three passages from the prescribed set text list will be
printed in the question paper.

In Paper 2 there will be four structured questions. One of the four questions will be based on a passage written
in sandhi. Questions will assess candidates’ understanding of literature, its subject matter, presentation and
background. Some questions will require candidates to give a personal response while other questions will test
the candidate’s ability to translate text.

One question will be based on the Sanskrit Epic Civilisation. Part of this question will include one short essay
style response (about 100 words). Candidates choose one of two essay titles.

Candidates will be asked to express opinions on matters relating to the philosophical and social context of the

literature, and/or relating to the literature itself. Candidates are expected to support their opinions with evidence
from the texts.

Back to contents page www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse 15



Cambridge IGCSE Sanskrit 0499 syllabus for 2026 and 2027.

5 Appendix

Vocabulary list

All words in this list need to be known in Sanskrit to English, and those with an asterisk should also be known
in English to Sanskrit.

A hyphen (-) at the end of a word indicates that the word appears at the beginning of a compound.
A hyphen before a word indicates that the word appears at the end of a compound.

Words not in this vocabulary list which appear in Paper 1 will be glossed. This list does not include vocabulary
for the set texts.

Back to contents page www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse 16



Cambridge IGCSE Sanskrit 0499 syllabus for 2026 and 2027. Details of the assessment

a‘ -A=dJ (mfn) another
* & (n food
* AT (m) fire ")
* A (mfn) (like )
JU (n) top other, another
o in front YT (mfn) (ke T
3]? (n) limb except neut. sing.) another
W(f) — SUITd (m)  crime, sin, offence
* JIS (m) mountain * aﬁ also, even though
* AfeoT soon (or AfNT) A “EL said
AT R, HJHY (mfn)  fearless
afq- evermuch A (+ 2nd)  around
* W very JUH (m) this
* T hare Y (n) forest
* T then, now AR (m) enemy
qT today LT (mfn) red
A (+ 6th) under —y“j‘(mfn) for the sake of
* =T — m (+inf)  ought, should,
© worthy, fit

AA-dIH straight away

HASH (+3rd)  enough of
31;|3|ﬁ|a follows
o W AT (mfn) small, mean

R ERICIR) runs after, pursues AR

WQ Wﬁ understands
o experiences, feels . ]
3;|a|f|{|a escends
* TP (mfn) (ike T .
except neut. sing.) Many W (m) horse
* (m) end (= in the end) W(mfn) eight
A=dd: finally HEH (mfn)  eighth

Back to contents page www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse 17



* AT (n)

Back to contents page

Cambridge IGCSE Sanskrit 0499 syllabus for 2026 and 2027. Details of the assessment

he

is

we, US, Our etc.
I am

pride

Oh my!

sky, ether
distressed

comes

practises

a command
one’s self

his own / her own

etc., beginning
with

bliss
brings
attains
yes

having considered,
observed

hermitage
seat

sits, exists
mouth

he/she said

food

wants
thus

this

now

this

like, as if

here

such, of this kind
Lord

said, spoken to,
addressed

best

reply

stands up
belly

lifts

arises, is born

garden, small
wood

approaches

on top

www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse
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* Iqfaxic
39 (m)

Cambridge IGCSE Sanskrit 0499 syllabus for 2026 and 2027. Details of the assessment

sits down

plan, trick, method

JH / 3HY (mfn) both

34T

* TP ® (like TT

except neut. sing.)

—~
~
~—

Back to contents page

he/she said

bull

sage

one, a certain

once, at the same
time

this

goes

only, indeed,
exactly

thus, in such a
manner

who? what?
how?
story
when

daughter

* a;ﬁ(m)
P

* FllteT
0T (m)

* FHT (n)

* T (f)
T (m)
FTH (m)

monkey
trembles, shakes
does, makes
ear

action

who? what?
crow

desire

body

cause, reason
time

what?

but

dog

why?

where?

angry

healthy, able
well

maker

made

for the sake of
black

only

hair

anger

plays

www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse
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-3T (mfn)
* AT (n)

* IS (m)
J70T (m)
AT (mfn)
TR (mfn)
TEH (m)

[T (m)
10T (m)

I[& (mfn)
A% (m)

9

Back to contents page

anger
cries out
trouble, pain
where?

for a moment
hunger
throws, shoots

field

bird

eat

goer
sky

goes

elephant
group

gone

deep

donkey (°HT f.)
sings
mountain
virtue

heavy

teacher

Cambridge IGCSE Sanskrit 0499 syllabus for 2026 and 2027. Details of the assessment

vulture
house
grabbed
village

neck

horrible

and

beak

four

fourth

moon

skin

walks

bow

mind, heart, thought
thought, worry
thinks

for a long time
(or ToroT)

if

steals

cut

www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse
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Cambridge IGCSE Sanskrit 0499 syllabus for 2026 and 2027. Details of the assessment

* 3\ /AT (m) person / people

* AP (m)

* ST ()
= (m)

*
ST (f)

* 3% (n)

* S (mfn)
EISII)
AT

*T31 (mfn)
EIGIG
S (n)

-31 (mfn)
S (n)

* ST
Y (mfn)
ST (n)

T

father
mother
creature
conquers
old age
water
born, arisen
knows

is born
conquered
lives

life
(or @ (n) / STifae (n))

knower of
knowledge
a wise one
eldest

light

* aa‘
L} ( in a compound indicates
any form of Aq e.g. ?ﬂIr) that

dd:

aq

Back to contents page

after that, therefore,
hence

there

just so

then

then

most

more
crosses over
tree

then
therefore
star

for so long,
meanwhile, now

stays, stands
bank, shore
but, now, verily
hits

grass

third

leaves

three

you (st case sing.)

giver
staff
gives
places

ten

www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse
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7 (m)
EAA-ALN

Back to contents page

tenth
burns

gift

day

long
Sorrow

sad

bad person
weak
messenger
far away
seen
having seen
god, lord
goddess
place, country
body

fault

door

two
second

hatred

riches, wealth
bow

righteousness,
justice

Cambridge IGCSE Sanskrit 0499 syllabus for 2026 and 2027. Details of the assessment

*

* 4T ()

et
THA (n)
ofa

* T (m)
=)
FaH (mfn)

* ¢ (mfn)

* A

* A {HA (n)

* |qWT ()

creator

wears, puts on
righteous, just
runs
intelligent, wise
held

meditation

no, not

"R ()/TET(G ity

river

bows

a bow
leads

man

nine

ninth
ruined, destroyed
by name
name

lady
destroys
nose

ever, always
comes out

lives

www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse
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* 1% (mfn)
* =9 (m)
7 (n)

94 (n)
YIH (mfn)

13|'U'i‘(n)
qdd (m)

* & (m)

« TUF (m)

TS (mfn)
* 99 (m)
T

9T (n)

9

Back to contents page

blue
king
eye

ship

reads

five

fifth

wise, learned
falls; flies
husband, lord
wife

page, leaf
supreme
marries

leaf
mountain
sees

foot

father

drinks
distressed
son

again

city

formerly, of old

Cambridge IGCSE Sanskrit 0499 syllabus for 2026 and 2027. Details of the assessment

J&Y (m)

9

YT (n)

* Q&P (n)
QU (mfn)(+31c)
gﬁﬂ: (+ 5th)
TBfd
EIREING

* i (+ 2nd)
gfarsfa

* gfqaaie
TQYUH (mfn)

* dA (mfn)

* gfaarta
U2 (m)

* YTIsT (mfn)
qreATfeT
fa'q(mfn)

* Thd (n)

9 (n)
(ST (mfn)
a'[%-i (+ 6th)

person, man
flower

book

filled with

before

asks

earth

towards

returns

replies

first

powerful

enters (past wifrr)
question

wise

obtains

dear

jump

fruit

binds
strength
mighty

outside

www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse
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*dg (mfn)
* qdlHd (m)

Hd (n)

G

* I (1)

HH (m)
* HIq (m)

H

Hear
* HET (m)
I (n)
* HH (n)

HI™ (m)

Cambridge IGCSE Sanskrit 0499 syllabus for 2026 and 2027. Details of the assessment

many
boy
arm

cat

fear
husband
you, Your Honour
becomes
part

wife
says
speech
afraid

a being
ground
servant

brother

having thought
fish

middle

mind

man

< H<CH  slowly slowly

Back to contents page

-HY (mfn)
* HIUT (n)

Yat (m)

thinks
made of
death

great

(do) not
mother
road

friend
meets
mouth, face
sage
mouse
deer, forest animal
dead

death

cloud

dies

sacrifice

Yd (n), Tq: (m), TT (), (like )

YUd:
Uqq
T o

who, which

whatever
(used with T @ that )

since
where

wherever
(used with T T there)

www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse
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Yt (mfn) (+3rd)  provided with
*Yg (n) + P does battle

Ul ... ddl  as...so
*YcT ... d<T  when .... then
* ‘qﬁ ?‘r% if .... then

YH (m) death

DI goes

Uldd ... cl4c  aslong as ...

...for so long

T
*Wﬁ’
" Y (m)

protects, saves

chariot

* TM&H (m) / “HT ogre /

* IGHTE (n)

* TS (m)

*IEYIA (m)
1T ()

* M (n)

* 00 ()

* R (n)

Back to contents page

female ogre
palace

king

prince
queen
kingdom
night

form, beauty
cries, wails

climbs

finds

writes

m(f) play, sport
T
*qd= (n) statement,
command
-9q like
* gafd says
*q= (n) forest
9T (n) /93 (m) boon
a'U'i‘ (m) colour
*qdd grows
* FHId dwells
*qH (n) garment
a?;ﬁ carries
a1 or
a (m) wind
—ﬁ?[ knower
ﬁa—r(f) knowledge
ﬁ:ﬂ' (+ 3rd) without
AT stops
*TAATS (mfn)  large
ﬁi‘lﬁr (m) difference
A T forgets
* W (mfn) brave

*qW (m)
* 92 (m)
g (mfn)

warrior, hero
tree

old, increased

www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse
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* J[ (n) (+ 6th)
AT (m)
MEHINCE

Back to contents page

tiger
kills

is able

a hundred
enemy
gently
curses
sound, voice
bed

arrow

rabbit

peace

a room

a rock

pupil

quickly

pure

hears

grief

grieves
having heard
best

tomorrow

)

Y (mfn)
Y (mfn)

H

*H (m)
*Hd (n)

HAY (mfn)
HH (mfn)
HAH
puivo
HWAH (mfn)

Six

sixth

he

truth

always
contented
same, equal
quickly
seven

seventh

THH (mfn)(+ 4th, 6th or 7th)

capable, fit for

* Fmﬁ/m (n) (+ 6th) near

HHG (m)
HIH (n)
* m(m)

* T (mfn) (ike T

ocean
lake

shake

except neut. sing.) all

everywhere
always

with a smile
together with
she

ocean

www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse
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* HTJ (mfn) (—"Jﬁ' (f)) virtuous

Hed (m)
HA (n)

G\

*H4 (m)

G\

HJ (m)
* J4T (7)
* I (m)
* HIET (m)
*'Efﬁa'?(m)

-8 (mfn)

AT (n)
* TETeie (+ 7thn)

CHE

H (mfn)

* I (m)

Back to contents page

lion

golden, gold
happiness, happily
happily, easily

* HeaGd (mfn) (—fl‘ (f)) handsome,

beautiful
friend

rule, aphorism;
thread

sun
bridge

army

attendant, servant
brother

soldier

dweller

places

bath

is fond of
touches

(gives past sense
to a present verb)

remembers
one’s own
sleeps

dream

thyself, himself etc.,

voluntarily

* T (m)

heaven
sister

master

killed

kills

laughs
yesterday
hand

Alack! Alas!
indeed, for
heart

cause, motive

short

www.cambridgeinternational.org/igcse
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Mahabharata Stories 1-6

For Paper 2 the Mahabharata adapted stories (1-6) must be studied, as shown on the following pages.

Story 1: A strange wife

1 AHIA T Jr: A

2 H: FAE HG: T GET AT |

3 T J Uk TW: | T I B |

4 TFET I e HET = |

5 W AT HWE AT |

6 T ANT 4T T 9| |7 AdT Gl 6T |
7 AW WM W I 3{d W d9ed |

8 TET Facd MeH a9 HMET HiEwie |

o TR FOM fa T w1l A =1

10 9T 99 = at @m aEnte gfd
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Story 2: The fisherman king’s daughter

1 W A g W T

2 TFaT HItH: JgH ANTSA |

3 @H BT 0 Hiqwy gfd T W oEEd |
4 TFI J TRAF: AT T F=0G |

5 arfrgvm:a@?[n

6 W: HIFd: Haul: FEr AWRSA |

7 TA OT HT AN B 97 0 IR A |
8 FWH FET FT AH B A=r]: AT=H |

9 T JEad FeH Haddr |

10 B F=: Jravom T aftq sfan
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Story 3: Bhisma’s vow

1 AT JOH AT AW TS B

o d9 wUH fqae s=ie i)

3 MEIUMH 9 gfdacid T gie Oaadr 9@ HET wigsta
it - E 1o RS 1 o s A T

4 AT THEH 6T I 2 |

5 W HOH Fcal qEIOH JOH Tl 0H 98fd 7

6 T ARH: AW e & WIS «H 7 HiT=iE i)

7 TEMM § Hadn: A S Hfasfd )

8 IRH I T HiaswfH sfa 7H g

9  II: HOddH YRUmid w1
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Story 4: A deer curses Pandu
T O YA FRd: T TS T 3G |
2 UUg: ARHd FT AR HET Wi gfd

3 W FHdl: WUAIH TEA |

4 HUg: Hweldl 4 |

5 WS qusd fgdiad HHH ASHT |

6 W HGr AW |

7 TqamH T Uy HEPAH HE aE S |
8 T UUY: FIH FJdEd F

9 INUT gided: T IOH Fded Uid @H HHUH INEAT dfe
Tqa: et =fa
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Story 5: Parasurama discovers Karna’s lie

1 T e BT I

2 T g aH TOHH A HFEH AT |

5 O G @ A G T e )

4 I T F0: TEEEA A T S |

5 EEUT: WA T A

6 THAT FTEAOT: 3EH Bfd ol JISHIAH JHed |

7 T yar ®of: TEE I SEH IR ASH |
9 F: FU FEH UMESA |

10 %0 J T FPEIA |

11 AT TEE: TR O B S |

12 @ AT UF @H T FE: A R PO A9 |
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Story 6: Drona’s son tries to destroy the child in Uttara’s womb
1 ZUE 97 GO JAM d9eud |

2 T YUSIE $EH A |

3 O SO JAH FadE |

4 W J R S T TS IWH I TR
JA@9q |

5 IR IH AT U9 AN |

6 PO T I T IT IAA T

7 VI T A9 A

8 UUEAT: FIUT YAH AU |

9 H &A¢ AT A |

10 ST 97 WA A 2Eed |

11 W AW S9er 3@ g 9 Ja: Bfd aW J@ed |

12 FUET: @H § T T8 |

13 HH JAT: T Bfd HT O G AT |

14 Gr AT grafgTr &
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6 What else you need to know

This section is an overview of other information you need to know about this syllabus. It will help to share the
administrative information with your exams officer so they know when you will need their support. Find more
information about our administrative processes at www.cambridgeinternational.org/eoguide

Before you start

Previous study

We recommend that learners starting this course should previously have been introduced to the basics of
Sanskrit language including the reading and writing of the Devanagari script and be able to understand simple
Sanskrit sentences.

Guided learning hours

We design Cambridge IGCSE syllabuses to require about 130 guided learning hours for each subject. This is
for guidance only. The number of hours a learner needs to achieve the qualification may vary according to each
school and the learners’ previous experience of the subject.

Availability and timetables

All Cambridge schools are allocated to one of six administrative zones. Each zone has a specific timetable.
Find your administrative zone at www.cambridginternational.org/adminzone

You can view the timetable for your administrative zone at www.cambridgeinternational.org/timetables
You can enter candidates in the June exam series.
Check you are using the syllabus for the year the candidate is taking the exam.

Private candidates can enter for this syllabus. For more information, please refer to the Cambridge Guide to
Making Entries.

Combining with other syllabuses

Candidates can take this syllabus alongside other Cambridge International syllabuses in a single exam series.
The only exceptions are:

e syllabuses with the same title at the same level.

Cambridge IGCSE, Cambridge IGCSE (9-1) and Cambridge O Level syllabuses are at the same level.

Group awards: Cambridge ICE

Cambridge ICE (International Certificate of Education) is a group award for Cambridge IGCSE. It encourages
schools to offer a broad and balanced curriculum by recognising the achievements of learners who pass exams
in a range of different subjects.

Learn more about Cambridge ICE at www.cambridgeinternational.org/cambridgeice
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Making entries

Exams officers are responsible for submitting entries to Cambridge International. We encourage them to work
closely with you to make sure they enter the right number of candidates for the right combination of syllabus
components. Entry option codes and instructions for submitting entries are in the Cambridge Guide to Making
Entries. Your exams officer has access to this guide.

Exam administration

To keep our exams secure, we produce question papers for different areas of the world, known as
administrative zones. We allocate all Cambridge schools to an administrative zone determined by their location.
Each zone has a specific timetable.

Some of our syllabuses offer candidates different assessment options. An entry option code is used to identify
the components the candidate will take relevant to the administrative zone and the available assessment
options.

Support for exams officers

We know how important exams officers are to the successful running of exams. We provide them with the
support they need to make entries on time. Your exams officer will find this support, and guidance for all other
phases of the Cambridge Exams Cycle, at www.cambridgeinternational.org/eoguide

Retakes

Candidates can retake the whole qualification as many times as they want to. This is a linear qualification so
candidates cannot re-sit individual components. Information on retake entries is at
www.cambridgeinternational.org/retakes

Language

This syllabus and the related assessment materials are available in English only.

Accessibility and equality

Syllabus and assessment design

At Cambridge International, we work to avoid direct or indirect discrimination in our syllabuses and assessment
materials. We aim to maximise inclusivity for candidates of all national, cultural or social backgrounds and
candidates with protected characteristics, which include special educational needs and disability, religion and
belief, and characteristics related to gender and identity. We also aim to make our materials as accessible as
possible by using accessible language and applying accessible design principles. This gives all candidates the
fairest possible opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge, skills and understanding and helps to minimise the
requirement to make reasonable adjustments during the assessment process.

Access arrangements

Access arrangements (including modified papers) are the principal way in which Cambridge International
complies with our duty, as guided by the UK Equality Act (2010), to make ‘reasonable adjustments’ for
candidates with special educational needs (SEN), disability, illness or injury. Where a candidate would otherwise
be at a substantial disadvantage in comparison to a candidate with no SEN, disability, illness or injury, we

may be able to agree pre-examination access arrangements. These arrangements help a candidate by
minimising accessibility barriers and maximising their opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge, skills and
understanding in an assessment.
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Important:

Requested access arrangements should be based on evidence of the candidate’s barrier to assessment
and should also reflect their normal way of working at school. This is explained in the Cambridge Handbook
www.cambridgeinternational.org/eoguide

e For Cambridge International to approve an access arrangement, we will need to agree that it constitutes
a reasonable adjustment, involves reasonable cost and timeframe and does not affect the security and
integrity of the assessment.

¢ Availability of access arrangements should be checked by centres at the start of the course. Details of our
standard access arrangements and modified question papers are available in the Cambridge Handbook
www.cambridgeinternational.org/eoguide

e Please contact us at the start of the course to find out if we are able to approve an arrangement that is not
included in the list of standard access arrangements.

e Candidates who cannot access parts of the assessment may be able to receive an award based on the
parts they have completed.
Some access arrangements are not allowed in this syllabus because they affect the assessment objectives:

e candidates must not use voice-activated software to dictate their written work

e candidates must not use word processing technology which uses word prediction and/or phrase
prompting including spell check and grammar check

e candidates must not use human readers.

Please note that we cannot provide Braille papers for this syllabus. We can only provide Braille papers for
languages which use the Roman alphabet.

After the exam

Grading and reporting

Grades A", A, B, C, D, E, F or G indicate the standard a candidate achieved at Cambridge IGCSE.

A" is the highest and G is the lowest. ‘Ungraded’ means that the candidate’s performance did not meet the
standard required for grade G. ‘Ungraded’ is reported on the statement of results but not on the certificate.

In specific circumstances your candidates may see one of the following letters on their statement of results:

¢ Q (PENDING)

e X (NO RESULT).
These letters do not appear on the certificate.

On the statement of results and certificates, Cambridge IGCSE is shown as INTERNATIONAL GENERAL
CERTIFICATE OF SECONDARY EDUCATION (IGCSE).
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How students and teachers can use the grades
Assessment at Cambridge IGCSE has two purposes:

1 to measure learning and achievement

The assessment confirms achievement and performance in relation to the knowledge, understanding and
skills specified in the syllabus.

2 to show likely future success

The outcomes help predict which students are well prepared for a particular course or career and/or which
students are more likely to be successful.

The outcomes help students choose the most suitable course or career.
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Changes to this syllabus for 2026 and 2027

The syllabus has been updated. This is version 1, published May 2024.

You must read the whole syllabus before planning your teaching programme. We review our
syllabuses regularly to make sure they continue to meet the needs of our schools. In updating this syllabus, we
have made it easier for teachers and students to understand, keeping the familiar features that teachers and
schools value.
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School feedback: ‘While studying Cambridge IGCSE and Cambridge International A Levels, students
broaden their horizons through a global perspective and develop a lasting passion for learning.’

Feedback from: Zhai Xiaoning, Deputy Principal, The High School Affiliated to Renmin University of China

We are committed to making our documents accessible in accordance with the WCAG 2.1 Standard. We are always looking to improve
the accessibility of our documents. If you find any problems or you think we are not meeting accessibility requirements, contact us at
info@cambridgeinternational.org with the subject heading: Digital accessibility. If you need this document in a different format, contact
us and supply your name, email address and requirements and we will respond within 15 working days.

Cambridge Assessment International Education, The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA, United Kingdom
t: +44 (0)1223 553554 email: info@cambridgeinternational.org www.cambridgeinternational.org
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